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ALBANIA 


STRICTER STATE CONTKOL OVER EXECUTION OF WORK URGED 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 5 May 79 p 2 


[Article by Osman Murati, head of the State Inspectim Office: "Let Us 
Raise the State Control Over the Execution of the Tasks to a Higher Level"] 


[Text] The resuits achieved by every cell of our economic and social activity 
on the basis cf the implementation of the principle of self-reliance in the 
bitter struggle against the imperialist and revisionist encirclement and 
blockade are inseparable from the concern and work of the state and economic 
organs for perfecting the work method and strengthening control over the 
executia of the tasks. This has, thus, become an important factor for fur- 
ther increasing the feeling of respommsibility in the execution of any work, 
for the continual strengthening of proletarian discipline and the expansion 

of the struggle against the manifestations of liberalism and bureaucracy. 


Nevertheless, shortcomings and weaknesses, manifested in work organization, 
in the executiam of the measures for a more complete utilization of the 
technical-material base and of work time, the further strengthening of disci- 
plinc in the different links of the production process, in distribution and 
so f. h, show, among other things, that the effectiveness of the control 
over .ne executian of these tasks has not been up to the level of the re- 
quirements set by the Party. It is precisely the lack of a systematic and 
thorough control by the relevant economic organs over the mobilization of 
internal reserves which, for example, prevented the petroleum transportation 
park in Patos from including more than 9500 tons kilometers in the 1978 plan 
or from planning an average of 57 liters of fuel for every 1000 tons kilometers, 
compared to 56 liters which is the advanced average of the enterprise itself. 
Many such examples can be cited from the communal and agricultural sectors 
and so forth. 


The revolutionizing of the method of control and the further improvement 

of its effectiveness, on the basis of the requirements continually set by 

the Party, are directly connected with the taking of measures on the spct and 
the assignment of the tasks that will improve the situation. Teams of con~ 
trol and aid are organized by each district for the various agricultural 
campaigns; among other things, these teams observe, for example, that the 





collection of fertilizers, as a fundamental factor for increasing output in 
agricultural crops, is not done properly everywhere; but, they do not go 
deeper in the matter in order to analyze it and take concrete measures for 
its solutim. The irregular functioning of the permanent land enrichment 
work brigades in some agricultural units in Kruje, Lushnje, Fier and in other 
districts, has also led to the non-fulfillment of production tasks. This 
fact, however, has been observed several times and, so far, the problem has 
not been fully solved. Matters of this nature also exist in other sectors 
of the economy where many work teams, both district and ministry teams, dis- 
cover these shortcomings and weaknesses in work in certain fields during 
their control activities, but do not examine them seriously so as to take 
measures to prevent them from being repeated. 


Among the most important ways of eliminating shortcomings discovered through 
control are the taking of measures and the setting of tasks, on the basis of 
the most thorough knowledge and generalization of advanced experience, whose 
superiority has been certified by life itself. 


Although progressive experience is found everywhere, it is not being used 
sufficiently by the specialized control organs and by the other special 
teams, as the most convincing and best proven means for eliminating short- 
comings and weaknesses in the fulfillment of the tasks of the plan. Thus, 
the petroleum geological enterprises have many issues to deal with in connec- 
tion with the strengthening of the technological discipline in the drilling 
of wells and the elimination of damage. However, the manifestations of 
globalism and underestimatia in the organization of comtrol activity on the 
part of certain directors of these enterprises have become obstacles to better 
studying and, especially, camparing the positive experiences of the work 
brigades which have achieved high results in this direction with that of 
brigades which cammict repeated mistakes in regard to the violation of techni- 
cal discipline in the drilling process. 


For example, the experience of the work brigade led by brigade leader 

Kadri Daja at the Drenovice sector of the Kutallise agricultural cooperative 
in Berat District is very rich. For almost 7 years in a row this work brigade 
has been fulfilling all the tasks of the crops plan assigned to it. This 
work brigade's secret of success is nothing else but the spirit of mobiliza- 
tion and the strengthening of control and the requiring of reports on the 
implementation of the proletarian and technical discipline by each member 

of the work brigade, as well as the fulfillment cf the daily tasks in every 
stage of the agricultural campaign. There are other similar work brigades 
throughout our country. But, the most important thing is that this experience 
must be assimilated by everyme. Proeressive experience opens new horizons 
for every cadre and specialist so he can to his own work much better. Among 
them, the control teams, too, as a result of a better study of progressive 
experience, will be in a better position to extract better documented, real 
and mobilizing tasks, tasks which have been implemented in actual life. 


The achievement of results in fulfilling the tasks assigned by the Party, 
especially, of these tasks regarding the fulfillment of the plan, is also 
connected with the taking of measures for strengthening the internal control 








in every cell of qur economic activity. At the present time everywhere there 
are a great number of cadres ad specialists with different administrative 
and executive functions in enterprises, institutions and agricultural coopera- 
tives; their work is reflected in the results achieved. Therefore, the 
opportunities for better organizing and for continually strengthening inter- 
nal control over every link of production and of services are also greater. 


We believe that the impact of the further strengthening of the _ntermal con- 
trol in units over the fulfillment of the tasks of the plan shauld be con- 
cer-trated on certain fields, among which we can cite, for example, the pro- 
viding of assortments and execution of contrsécts article by article and the 
struggle against the manifestations of global‘sm in this field, the taking 

of camcrete measures to eliminate the exceeding of norms for materials and 
manpower, not documented by increases in output, which is observed in same 
enterprises, and the shortcomings with regard to the quality of the productian 
of certain consumer goods articles and so forth. The monitoring and control ling 
of these tasks step by step, especially, where the fulfillment of the plan 
indicators is hobbling, must be comsidered by the work origade, sector, 

unit and wp to the level of the enterprise and institution, as a concrete 

aid in handling undesired phenomena amd manifestatims of liberalism and 
bureaucracy with concrete measures. 


Therefore, it is necessary to understand that organization and discipline, 
coupled with a systematic and comprehensive comtrol over the execution of the 
tasks, are among the most important ways for fulfilling the tasks of the 
plan, for overcoming difficulties and the imperialist and revisimist block- 
ade and for solving the problems dictated by the dynamic Jeve lopment of the 
econany. A broad field for strengthening economic-financial camtrol is the 
protection and good maintenance of socialist property. Also, in this connec- 
tion, the results are great, but there are many shortcomings. Experience 
shows that, as a result of the weakness of the internal control in same enter- 
prises and agricultural cooperatives, and even of the camtrol by the special- 
ized organs in the district, it was not possible to discover in time some 
abuses observed in the adrinistration of the property; and, when they were 
noticed, the taking of the measures to eliminate these phenomena was not at 
the required level, such as happened at the housing enterprise in Tirana, 

the forestry enterprise in Sarande, the workshop branch in Gjirokaster and 

so forth. 


After all, the continual improvement of the effectiveness of the cmtrol de- 
pends entirely m how much and a how one upholds these main links and 
matters that conditia the fulfillment of the tasks of the plan and the ful- 
filiment of the other important tasks stemming from the Party's guidelines 
and directives. The execution of this task is directly connected with the 
preliminary work, carried aut in view of the preparation for the implementa 
tim of the control by determining the object and surroundings of the matters 
to be observed and to be analyzed, by achieving the widest possible involve- 
ment of the opinion of the masses in the discussion and handling of the 
issues, and activating skilled workers, cooperative members and specialists 
who are in a position to contribute on this field. Cooperation and even 








closer ties with the .«:ivity of the direct mmitoring exercised by workers 
and villagers have been and still are important factors in the totality of 
the ways and methods for strengthening the state control over all these links. 
Present experience in this field shows that there still is a need to work 
more for the better coordination and cooperation of all the forms of control 
in accordance with the Party's guidelines and Comrade Enver's teachings. 


The most correct conception of the content of controls and of the method of 
their executim are two matters which not only are not detached from each 
other, but also, during the work, complement each other. In regard to this, 
good experience has been acquired. Every year, in addition to special con- 
trols and inspections, zisost all the enterprises and institutims undergo 
an econamic-financial review-cammtrol. The further increase of the role of 
this control requires that the sphere of its action be continually expanded 
and deepened, by exceeding the often narrow theme of the issues resulting in 
a broader plan for the analysis of the processes and of the ecmanic phenanena 
that conditiam the fulfillment of all the indicators of the economic and 
financial plan and the good administration of socialist property. . 

The further strengthening of state control over the execution of the tasks 
and, especially over those in the field of the ecmamy, constitutes an inm- 
portant direction for the perfection of the work method of the econanic and 
state organs. Therefore, as stressed by the /th Party Congress, it is 
necessary to take serious measures for the continual strengthening of the 
state, economic and financial control and for the combining of the state 
emtroi with direct worker and villager momitoring and not to alla any 
negligence in regard to the execution of the laws of the state. 
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ARMY DAILY CALLS FOR 4IGIER DISCIPLINE, ORGANIZATION 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 31 May 79 p 1 
{Editorial: "To Consolidate and Raise the Work Organization and Discipline”) 


[Text] Inspired by the patriotic upswing in honor of the 35th anniversary 
of the socialist revolution in the country and in the People’s Army, the 
soldiers are willing and able to fulfill with dignity the honorable and 
responsible tasks entrusted to them by the Communist Party. Obvious proof 
was the result of their combat and political readiness in the winter 
socialist competition. 


Together with the new requirements for combat skillfulness, a great role 

in the soldiers’ life play the questions of continuous drive for honor, 
dignity, exemplary apperrance, military tidiness and adherence to the code 
of ethics and morality. And this is a normal phenomenon as the new heights 
of military skil'fulness can be reached only under conditions of unceasing 
struggle te achieve utmost organization, high discipline and undestructible 
order in all units of the army organisn. 


The soldiers collective is a special organism, It follows strict, inherent 
laws, under the undivided authority of the commanding officer. The training, 
education and service are regulated by the statute and orders which are 
directly carried out by all servicement. Discipline and obedience are 
mandatory features of army life. And nothing can erode its organism and 
violate its rhythm as the lack of discipline, organization and order. 
Therefore, constant exempiary organization and high discipline are of 

utmost importance. This is the ultimate task of the commanding officers, 
political organs, party and Komsomol organizations. 


And normally theie are no discipline or order violations and the combat 
and military readiness are commendable in units and ships where the life, 
training, and education of the personnel are organized in line with the 
statutes. 


The experience of champion units shows that it fs a complex task to achieve 
high organization and discipline. This tas’ can be fulfilled by better 
ideological and political education of the personnel and by higher 











consciousness and feeling of responsibility of all servicemen regarding 
their military duty. The personnel must be constantly and purposefully 
educated in the spirit of high ideology, political vigilance, loyalty and 
selfless devotion to the socialist fatherland. 


Better organization and high discipline are achieved by daily work with 
the purpose of adopting in everyday life the premises of the military oath, 
statute, regulations, and instructions. Only well-organized military life, 
conforming to the requirements of the statutes and orders can create 
conditions for constant improvement in the combat readiness of the units. 


The decisive role here is played by the commanding officer. The level of 
discipline in the units depends upon the personal example and exigence of 
the commanding officer and upon his skill to direct the efforts of the 
staff, the party and Komsomol organizations toward correct rhythm in 
training and education, as weil as to create and keep firm statutory order. 
This skill does not come by itself. The commanding officers with  %ne-man 
authority must be carefully assisted and persistently trained in the spirit 
of high exigence and concern for subordinates, An important role in this 
direction is played by disciplinary practice, Skillful use of encoursgement 
and punishment measures, as determined by the disciplinary statute, has a 
great influence on the conscfousness and attitude of servicement, and 
motivates them in the struggle for new accomplishments in their trafaing, 
service, and competitions. 


The statutory order is the basis of military organization. It stands first 
of all for exemplary military duty, sentry and internal service, and strict 
organization of combat and political training. Strict statutory order 
means also faultless technical use of combat technique, correct relations 
among servicemen, exact fulfillment of the utilization of time, curricula 
and programs, concern for cultural life, for rational relaxation of 
personnel and for sport-mass activities. Those tasks must be resolved in 

a complex and unified manner, with wide utilization of the mobilizing and 
educational possibilities of socialist competition. 


However, organization and discipline do not always meet present-day 
requirements. There are still cases of statutory violations, and not all 
servicemen correctly fulfill their 24-hour duty. In some units, the 
lectures are often at a low methodological level. There are cases of 
inadequate sentry and internal work as well as deviations from instructions 
on equipment servicing. 


The combat and political training in some units iu unsatisfactory due to 
lack of accuracy in the educational process. Classes do not usually start 
on time, the work is simplified, there is no competition and this, of 
course, leads to poor quality and effectiveness, Military discipline is 
violated, and there are instances of statutory deviations. Those short- 
comings are explained first of all by lack of diligence by commanding 
officers. 














The most important thing in the struggle for high discipline and organiza- 
tion is still live organizational activity, the skill to plan work well, 
to sort out the important issues, to work together with the servicemen 

and to assist in, as well as check the fulfillment of, work. Conferences 
and discussions cannot substitute for everday training and educatiou, for 
the assistance given to young officers, sergeants and master sergeants in 
enforcing discipline. One should not forget that sergeants and master 
sergeants are the closest assistants to the officers in solving this 
important and pertinent task. 


The consolidation of organization and discipline is one of the main sectors 
of party-political work. The political organs and party organizations 

are called to strengthen their requirements as regards communists, and to 
raise consistently and purposefully the responsibilities of the military 
cadres in the fulfillment of their tasks. 


Our army is a powerful and diciplined force, a weli-integrated fighting 
organism, able at any moment to fulfill any task in the name of the 
interests of the socialist fatherland. In preparing themselves for new 
and greater, more complex tasks, the soldiers will improve their organiza- 


tion and Ciscipline even more and will meet the 35th anniversary of the 
socialist revolution in the country with good results in their combat 


readiness. 


1010 
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BULGARIA 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER ADMIRAL ORMANOV 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 8 Jun 79 pp 1, 2 


Interview with Deputy Defense Minister Aijmiral Branimir Ormanov, by 


lonel Rangel Zlatkov: “Revolutionary Optimism: Duty, Faith, Responsi- 
bility--Working Means You Care” | 


[Text] In connection with the 35th anniversary of the 
socialist revolution and the Bulgarian People’s Army we 
are publishing under the headline “Revolutionary Optinisa: 
Duty, Faith, Responsibility” an interview with Admiral 
Branimir Ormanov. 





[Question] When and where were you born? What is the most vivid moment 
of your boyhood years that you recall? 











[answer] I was born on 30 September 1914 in the city of Omurtag. Hy 
parents were teachers at that tine. 


After the September 1923 uprising, by decision of the party my mother and 
I, accompanied by Georgi Kostov, went to Turkey anc from there to the USSR 
--to Oiessa. The trip on the ship “Il*ich” remains unforgettable for me 
because of the extremely severe winter storm (it was December) and the 
scare that the sea gave me. From that time, however, in my childhood ani 
adolescent dreams I saw myself as a sailor. To this day I cannot explain 
this inconsistency. Perhaps subconsciously I wanted to overcome ay fear 
of the sea and to fight against it. And since I became a sailor for all 
that, obviously this episode in my life had a very strong influence on ay 
choice of profession. 


@uestion] Where did you study and when d/d you complete your education? 
were the strongest personalities (teachers) who left lasting impres- 
sions on you and for what? 


Answer | I completed the third grade at the Benkovski elementary school in 

fia in 1923, the seventh grade in Moscow in 1929, and in 1930-1931 I was 
@ student at an electcical engineering vocational school. In 1931, with 
my Komsomol class I entered the Frunze Naval School, from which I was 
graduated with distinction in 1936 with the specialty of submariner- 
shipbuilder. After this I was appointed submarine navigator in the Order 
of-the-Red-Banner Baltic Fleet. Two chiefs in the naval school, Tatarinov 
and Burichenko, participants in the Civil War, left strong impressions that 
influenced my development. Although very different in character, they 
earned the respect of all the cadets by their devotion *o the cause they 
served, by the demands they made, and by their concern. The commissar of 
the course, Belskiy, remains in m memory to this day as a model military 
and party worker. Sharp recollections remain of such teachers as D. 
Belobtrov, Nasarov, Ukhov and es; scially Makarov not only because of their 
superd knowledge of the subject matter they taught, but also because of 
their able combining of instruction with education. 


[Question] When did you first begin to engage in communist activity? would 
you indicate the first communists (members of the Workers Youth Union) with 
whom you became acquainted and what was your connection with then? 


[answer] The atmosphere in our family was communist and created a definite 
political frame of mind in me. My father had been a party member since 
1897. At my birth he had 17 years of an active communist cereer behind hia. 
He took the initiative in creating party organizations in Quurtag and 
Strazhitsa, was arrested and discharged. My mother is a communist too, 
though not as active. 


as a Young Pioneer, I participated in a group that helpec collectivize agri- 
culture in the USSR. At the behest of the party organization of the USSR 
VSNS [Supreme Council of the National Economy] I took part in checking on 











the fulfillmant of production plans at one of the ecoromic trusts in Lenin- 
grad. At scnool in arguments with children who expressed Trotskyist views 

I defended the party line. Although they were not at a high ideo ogical 

and theoretical level, these arguments were conducted with sincerity and 
fervor. Besides my family, great credit for my education goss to my Young 
Pioneer leader, member of the VLKSM [All-Union Lenin Young Communist League | 
and CPSU Mark Osipov. 


Besides my father, the Young Pioneer organization, the naval school am the 
general situation in the USSR, the greatest influence on my development as 
a@ communist was Simeon Filipov (Captain Rak) of Turgovishte, professional 
revolutionary, member of the Spanish Internationél Brigace and submariner, 
executed on the rifle range of the reserve otficers school at Sofia. Krum 
Buchvarov had no less influence in molding my personality. I became ac- 
quainted with him on the recommendation of Comrade Vasil Kolarov. 


Avgust Popov of Shumen, my first cousin, member of the Interrational Brigade 
and a parachutist, executed on the rifle range of the reserve officers 
school in Sofia, and Stefan Kasacbov of Qmurtag and others hac a strong im 
fluence on my cevelopment as a communist. 


[Question What personal injury did you suffer in the revolutionary strug- 
gle before the victory of the socialist revolution? How did this affect 
your further career? 


[Answer | For a communist, any injury that the party suffers is a personal 
injury. What I mean, however, cannot be characterized as injury in the 
precise sense of the word. It was a serious internal crisis that inflicted 
great losses on the party and affected me personally, too. 


This was the Stalin cult of the personality in complete disregard of Lenin- 
ist principles and norms of party iife. Besides the well-known visible 
manifestations (unwarranted arrests and sentences), the cult also did in 
visible, but serious injury to the people's mentality by breeding fear, 
Slander, suspiciousness, estrangement, hypocrisy, toadyism etc , which car- 
ried over into party life, too. It took the decisions of the 20th CPSU 
Congress and the contribution of the April plenum of the BCP Central Commit- 
tee to overcome these breaches. It took many years of struggle to reestab- 
lish Leninist norms of party life. Despite the tact that I personally 
suffered, I never had a moment's hesitation, doubt or resentment at the 
party or my homeland, believing as I did in party justice. I understood 
perfectly that this phenomenon was absolutely alien to the party. 


What conclusions dic I draw for myseif? I do my utmost not to deviate 
from Leninist principles of party life in my activity as a military and 
party worker anc leader. I abide most strictly by the party principle of 
democratic centralism and the combination of one-man management and respon 
sibility with collectivism in the Bulgarian People’s Army. In my relations 
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with my subordinates I combine stringency with comradely consideration and 
respect for their human and military dignity, I give them the trust they 
need and encourage tie initiatives they take. 


(Questicn | To wind up your life and work prior to the Ninth of September 
1944, will you highlight in summary form the main moments in your biography 
that have helped mold you as e communist activist? 


(answer | After graduation from the naval school in 1936 I was assigned to 
the lst Submarine Brigade of the Order-of-the-Red-Banner Baltic Fleet and 
sailed as navigator on the submarines L-3 and L-l. During this time I was 
also secretary of the primary Komsomol organization of submarine L-l. When 
the Civil War in Spain began, it was decided that our division should be 
sent there to help the Spanish Republican fleet. The navigators of the 
other submarines of the division and I conducted navigation training in 
tensely en route. My desire to particinate in the Spanish Civil War was 
thus satisfied. In the summer of 1939 I was appointed instructor in navi- 
gational astronomy at the newly opened Caspian Naval Sch ol in Baku. 

There, in 1940, I was accepted as a candidate, and in 191 as a member of 
the All-Union Communist Party (of Bolsheviks). The war found me on the 
hydrographic ship of the Caspian flotilla, on which we were making a prac 
tice cruise with the cadets. Due to the deterioration of the situation on 
the fronts, the school was ordered to form and train a marine brigade 

from cadets in the lower classes, with officers from the school’s comple- 
ment. I was appointed company commander there, and later I was reappointed 
assistant commander of the training ship “Pravda” “fruth]. In 1943 a 
group of navigation officers and I were sent to the Pacific Fleet. After 
that I continued my service in various naval training institutions. In 
1944 I was appointed instructor and company commander at the Frunze Higher 
Naval School in Lenir wad. In May 1%5 after participating in the FMirst 
of May parade in the Red Square, I had an unforgettab_a meeting with 

Georgi Dimitrov in his office at the Central Committee of the CPSU. For 
the first time I met the leader and teacher of the BCP. During the meeting 
Georgi Dimitrov with great and exceeding cordiality told me about my father 
and their work together. ‘entioning that he had seen me as a child, he ex- 
claimed, “Look what you've grown u. to be!‘ My return to Bulgaria was 
settled at this meeting. 


[Question] Why did you choose the profession of regular military man? 


[tnower: J My father was a great patriot. He instilled in us a love ani 
sense of duty. This sense am the understanding that a rivolution without 


an armed force is doomed to failure, as well as my love of the sea, cre 
ated in me as in many Bulgarians, such as Ivan Mikhaylov, Krum Buchvarov, 
Avgust Kabakchiev, Kiril Kirilov, Polina Nedyalkova etc , the conviction 
that the Soviet Union anc its armed forces were the international power 
that served not only to defend the Soviet Union, but also to fight for the 
liberation of other nations. Cadre personnel were trained there for the 
armed forces, including cadre for our revolution. 








ic moments of your service in the 


[Question | nat are the most claracteristi 
ecifically some striking cxaapies. 


People’s Army? Describe then, citing sp 


[answer | My first appointment in the Bulgarian People’s Army was as class 
inspector (deputy chief for training affairs at the Varna Naval School). 

I initiated tre introduction at the school of the planning of the training 
process patterned after the Soviet naval schools ana cespite the strong 
opposition of some instructors this planning was introduced. In the autumn 
of 1947 in keeping with understandings arrived at by the Bulgirian Govern 
ment and the Government of the USSR, delegations headed by Georgi Dimitrov 
and Stalin conducted negotiations regarding the status of the naval forces 
of the Bulgarian People’s Republic, as a result of which a detachment of 
warships came to Varna and were given free to the Bulgarian People’s Re- 
public by the USSR. I was appointed chairman of the acceptance commission. 
It was a difficult, but glad task. In the spring of 1#%6 I was appointed 
chief of staff of the Biack Sea Fleet. A few months later I was sent as 
the maritiie expert of Aloania to the International Court in the Hague. 
Creat Britain was suing Albania for losses incurred by the Enzlish fleet 
in the Korfu Straits in Albanian territorial waters. Unknown questions 

in international maritime law, the previously unknown German szines and 
other things made my work difficult, but the case was won. Tne chief 
counsel for the Albanian side, a famous French politician Pierre Cot, de 
Clared with his characteristic numor, “This is the Bulgarian fleet's first 
victory against the British fleet.” 


After my return in 1949 the fleet was reorganized and I was appointed com 
mander of a brigade of surface vessels. This period in the history of our 
Naval Fleet is characterized by the fact that a start was made on combat 
training according to Soviet methods, and for me personally it was a turn 
ing point in my consciousness and mentality. I restructured my thinking 
and activity from officereimplementer to officer-leader. The period during 
which I commanded the fleet (1950-1960) coincided with the time when the 
party was quite closely occupied with building a new arny ard a new fleet. 
To be sure, this was done with the great and sel-less assistance of the 
Soviet Union amidst the closest fraternal friendship anc assistance of the 
sailors of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet. 


On 9 September 1950 the rank of rear admiral was conferred upon me. Fate 
destined me to become the first people’s admiral in our country. 


In 1957 an event, historic for us, took place: for the first time in the 
history of the Bulgarian Navy a warship flew the Bulgarian tricolor out- 
side the coniines 01 the Black Sea. The destroyer “Georgi Dimitrov" under 
my command made a voyeze from Varna to Durazzo (Albania) and back, trans- 
porting a party am governmental delegation. 


The USSR General Svaff Academy, from which I was graduated in 1962, signif- 
icantly expanded my <nowledge in the area of the military sciences and the 








military art and helped me fulfill my duties as a general staff officer of 
the Bulgarian People's Army, as Civil Defense chief of the Bulgarian Pewple’s 
Republic and deputy mini: er of national defense. 


Throughout my service in the Bulgarian People’s Army I have always relied 
on and received the assis ance IJ needed from my old and new comrades of the 
Soviet Army and the Soviet Navy. My entire life thus far as a professional 
military man has been spent in the ranks of the Soviet fleet and the Bular- 
ian People’s Army and has been continuous rvice to my two homelands—-the 
Bulgarian People’s Republic and the USSR. 


(Question | What would you say about the friendship of men in arms? How 
about the maxim that this friendship is for a lifetime? Is it of short- 
lived significance or is it absolute in you~ opinion? 


[Answer | A person like me who hes spent 48 years (more than three-quarters 
of my life) in the service obviously hs made friends mostly with military 
men ind is well acquainted with he friendship of men in arms. Is there 
any difference betwoen “friendship in general” and the “friendship of men 
in arms"? Of course, there is. The friendship of men in arms comes into 
being and develops under conditions where hardships irv>lving risk to life 
are significantly sereater and ~re encountered more frequently. That is 
why deeds of friendsh'p under conditions in the armed forces evoke stronger 
emotions, leave more lasting and deeper traces, are remembered longer and 
evoke more cherished memories. From this point of view the frieniship of 
men in arms is more lasting, more cherished and absolute. 


\ eqinced What virtues do you prize most? What shortcomings do you dis- 
ike most intensely? 


[Answer | I prize most conscientiouw ness-- because it is a mark of devotion 
and loyalty, of honesty and inuustriousness, of fairness and responsibility, 
and shapes human dignity. I also ; ize great_, confidence, which is a mark 
of good will and belief in the good principle ini in and is a stimulus to 
totally dedict.ted, energetic activity, cons ‘entiousness and optimisn. 


I dislike the love of power. The power-lover tramples the human cignity 
of others, tyrannizes over them, inspires fear and hence hypocrisy, sus- 
piciousness, treachery, careerisr and, worst of all, apathy. All these 
are traits direct’y antithetical to my ideas of a communist. I also loathe 
insolence and the haughtine = that us associated with ite-a mark of mental 
vacuity and wenkness. 


[Question | What personalities in Bulgaria and in the world are your idols, 
and for which of their virtues do they attract you? 


[Answer | Leve'-i--for ais coundiess love of the people, fo. his loyalty to 
“the pure and sacred republic” and for his ectrere fearlessness. Georgi 








Dimitrove-for nis unbreakable will, his refusal to compromise, his adherence 
to principles, his patriotism and daring. Engels--for his modesty in his 
greatness, for his ability to be a comrace without equal, for his genius 

as scholar and encyclopedist, and for his talent of being understood and 
comvincing. Dzerzhinskiy is for me a model “knight without fear and without 
reproach,” a human being ani a fighter, a great organizer with an ardent 
heart, a cool mind and clean hands. Of military men Suvorov, Ushekov, 
Tukhachevskiy and Rokossovskiy are examples of great, invincible captains 
and commanders whose military art conquered by its originality and ininita- 
bility. Anc their views on military pedagogy, practice and subordination 
have the greatest appeal for me. 


And, to be sure, my father Ivan Petrov Ormanov. I can speak of him “first 
hand.” A revolutionary with absolute loyalty to the party's cause, pro- 
verbially imiustrious, disciplined and modest. He treated people with 
great affection, pedagogical talent, nobility and optimism. He captivated 
me by his ability to be @ model communist ani human being. 


(Question! What is your wish for the men and commanders of the Bulgarian 
People’s Army? 


_Answer_ Health, loyalty to the cause of the party and people. Scrupulous 
ami conscientious fulfillment of their oath. A sense of internationalisa 
amd of class, discipline, victories, and much luck! 


[Question What is your personal motto (write it in your own hand)? 


[Answer 


Lies, Got poerbersHog Bppsea tent 
helbeput, hoe med nepho 
b autre jt“ Co aupnn gua 


f? = 
le gen’ a ae 


Duty, conscientiousness, daring, confidence, dignity on behalf of communisa. 


Sofia, 31 May 1979 B. I. Obmanov 
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PROFILE OF IVAN SLAVKOV, DIRECTOR OF BULGARIAN TELEVISION 
Sofia BULGARSKI ZHURNALIST in Bulgarian No 4, 1979 pp 22-24 
[Article by Rumyana Uzunova: "With Pen, Microphone and Camera”™] 


[Text] As a man of the exact sciences by education, columnist by adaptation 
and talent, this is perhaps the formula which would characterize the creative 
nature of Ivan Slavkov. He is popular to the extent that national television 
makes it possible. However, its possibilities are extremely great as any 
viewer in Bulgaria knows perfectly well. Consequently, he, as a television 
journalist, as author of screenplays for documentary films and feature pro- 
gtams, as commentator of domestic and world events, as founder of rubrics and 
participant in others, was able to enter in the homes of the viewers through 
the small screen and became their favorite not only with his sincerity but 
also with his skill to communicate with them on many of the most timely, acute, 
and most important questions of the day. His ability to communicate with the 
viewer, to attract his attention, to broadcast his information accessibly 

and to impart his conclusions convincingly is not subject to any doubt. His 
erudition, internal freedom, the need to concentrate without losing peripheral 
vision, these are some of the conditions necessary to achieve an emotional, 
ideological, and political impact on the “consumer™ of television. And Ivan 
Slavkov abides by those conditions. 


In fact he must have many qualities in order to become a good television 
commentator: eloquence, good looks, charisma, power to affect the mind and 
the heart of the people, logical thought and colorful language, which in their 
unity contribute to the persuasiveness of his word, increase his chances 

to “converse" with his partner, to make him forget the inquisitive eye of 

the camera, and the alienating co'dness of the technology. Television proved 
to be a natural environment for h.m because the newspapers, magazines, even 
the radio could have overshadowed some of his natural talents, such as his 
powerful presence on the screen. But even if his possibilities have been 
great, they would have remained, so to say, buried in the ground without his 
tireless search for more information, for greater expression of speech, 
without the almost daily search for new forms of contacts with the viewer and 
of influencing him, without the constant enrichment of the political and 
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aesthetic culture. It is sufficient to compare the first steps of Ivan 
Slavkov on the screen with his present-day work of a television commentator, 
in order to convince ourselves of the long road that he has traveled as a 
creator. 


Tens of problem articles, reports, sketches and interviews, have been born by 
his pen. The first among them were connected with the introduction of tech- 
nical progress, with the improvement of the organization of labor and pro- 
duction. Incidentally, the knowledge of the country's economy and the develop- 
ment of tehcnology, obtained at the beginning of his journalistic career and 
continuously supplemented, is obvious in every one of his interviews on tele- 
vision with leaders and executors in those two important fields of the national 
economy. If we turn to another side of his search as columnist--the interest 
in the problems of international politics, one must list as most significant 
among his articles on foreign policy matters his reports in RABOTNICHESKO DELO 
from England (which at that time was discussing its entry into the Common 
Market and its currency devaluation for the first time) and several articles 

in LITERATUREN FRONT written with a sharp political vision, temperament, and 
deep logical thought. These articles, as well as his later commentaries on 
foreign and domestic affairs (in PANOR‘MA and elsewhere), show not only an 
ability to penetrate the facts, not only a feeling for the sociopolitical 
climate of a country or the planet, but also a look into the future, i.e. 
talent for predicting the conseque*ces of one or another phenomenon. 


His knowledge of economics and politics are due not as much to the Sofia 
machine-electrotechnical institute, where Engineer Slavkov graduated, as to 
the stubborn and systematic absorbtion of knowledge of other, non-university 
sources. But the systematic approach of his search, his ability to draw 
logical conclusions from arguments most likely developed in him as early as 
his student years. Mathematics has never been superfluous for the columnist, 
regardless of the genre, in order to free him of the chaos of the numerous 
secondary whims, which are sometimes able to disturb the strength of the 
mental construction, to split up the thought, to cover up the basic idea. 

And until now (more correctly one should say: today more than ever) in all 
Ivan Slavkov's creative efforts (television talks, articles in the press, in- 
terviews, etc.) one feels his drive, devoid of arrogance, to a given artistic 
or cognitive, ideological and sociological goal. In his journalistic career 
he starts from the analysis toward the synthesis, from the accidental toward 
the causal, from the single fact toward the mass phenomenon. And this sim- 
plicity, this clarity in the selection of the separate elements which are or- 
ganized in the entirety of the spoken and written word, win over the viewer 
and the reader more than the use of striking ambiguities and mysteries. In 
fact 1 do not remember being struck by the word of Ivan Slavkov, but he has 
always been able to convince me. And this result, I think, is the most im 
portant one. 


A characteristic feature of his daily work as a journalist is the equivalence 
of the critical and positive aspects of his creative expressions. As com 
mentator, as participant in GRAZHDANSKA TRIBUNA anc in others Ivan Slavkov 
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is always knowledgeable, sincere, and well prepared. He tackles problems 
actively, freely and systematically. However, there is something else as 
well: in a sincere and friendly talk, without hiding the existing contra- 
dictions, the failures and the discrepancies between intention aad fulfill- 
ment, he always wins the confidence of the viewer. And confidence is won in 
two ways: by asking questions which touch upon existing things and by an- 
swering accurately, truly and realistically. Thus, his efforts to discover 
the true reasons for the incompatibilities of the time, for the discrepancies 
of the period in question, result from the inner peculiarities of the jour- 
nalist, but they are simultaneously a consequence of his conviction that the 
difficulties and mistakes should not be concealed, In order to eliminate 
them we must first point them out. 


In his desire to express the new, the progressive, to defend and encourage 
the moral and humane values, Ivan Slavkov made a score of interesting broad- 
casts. Of particular importance is the series Komsomol Report to the party, 
with him simultaneously as director and script writer. Conceived as impressive 
report to the party on the results achieved in work and school, in science 
and culture, this te,evision series attracted in its ten parts more than a 
hundred representat‘ves of various strata of the youth, workers, students, 
military men, Komsomol workers--the lucky ones whose Komsomol identity cards 
numbers were drawn. The result was a true picture of the Komsom.: youth, not 
a staged one. Ivan Slavkov succeedec in such a manner that the participants 
were able to give a true picture of their contemporary feelings, their pro- 
blems, needs, and aspirations, and of their achievements and their dreams, 


These broadcasts were very important in strengthening the tendency to elia- 
inate the affectation and pompous style which are repulsive to the viewer, 

in bringing to television natural and simple speech, and orienting it toward 
real life--true, natural and uninhibited. An additional step was made in 
another direction as well: to reduce, even to eliminate the distance be- 
tween the viewer and the television. The viewer saw himself on television 

and felt at ease. The Komsomol Report to the Party seems to have proved that 
there are no gray young people, that there are no faceless people, that every- 
body is interesting in his own way. 


Many people have said that the atmosphere brightens when Ivan Siavkov enters 
the studio. The people are more relaxed, more sure of themselves and his 
unaffected manner dispels their fear of the camera. And under such conditions 
one works normally and fast, the communication between him and the journalist 
become complete, not only superficial. Ivan Slavkov brings an atmosphere of 
work with him. From the Komsomol Report to the Party, GRAZHDANSKA TRIBUNA, 
PANORAMA, THE WORLD IN ACTION, and from many others ich he has directed 

and participated in, there emerges more and more clearly one important fea- 
ture of his journalistic ci aracter, i.e. the environment of trust and quiet 
working relations between the partners on the screen which helps to extract 
from the partner all that interests and stimulates the viewer. And this is 
definitely no: insignificant. Without it the television commentator will 

face many failures and will soon be doomed. But we cannot credit this success 





L/ 





. 
only to mature. it is true that Ivan Siavkov is very sociable; it is obvious 
at ftirst glanc« But at second glance, when listening to him, one notices 


>. 


his knowledge of all problems, his alertness and skill at improvisation. 


in bis extensive travels ivan Slavkov has succeeded in being at the center of 
political events, at bringing fresh news, sharing interesting impressions, 

not superficial out deeply meaningful. His thorough knowledge of the politi- 
cal situation makes his comments accurate, precise, clever and politically 
geared. He always obtains the facts straight from the source. it is obvious 
in the programs not only trom the pictures but also from his words that he has 
been there, on the spot, and seen everything. Ue brings out from the place 
not only information about the status of the social forces and the tendencies 
for future changes but also the smell, the color and the taste of it. As is 
known television assignments do not last a long time; in a short time one gust 
get the feel of the real situation with its events and confrontations, meet 
notable political leaders, talk with them about most pertinent matters, and 
predispose them to be sincere. This requires an exceptional energy and, of 
course, basic preliminary preparation. In this respect the “foreign” films 
of Ivan Slavkov are also an important line in his portrait as a creator. 


Scores ' 


cumentaries fand three series of the Blue Lamp serial) were based 
on screenplays by Ivan Slavkov, or with Georgi Stoychev (Opus 5088) as co- 
author, or with Zakhari Ivanov--about Siberia and Cuba, and with Khristo 
Tsacnev--about Mexico, And some more: about Northern Ireland, Vietnam, the 
United States, about the distant and the close-by, about the unknown, and 
about that which surrounds us. There is a new idea in each one of them. For 
“Opus S038" lvan Slavkov recieved one of the four awards at the Leipzig 
festival, and Georgi Dimitrov'’s personality was brought to the foreground 
with all its intellectual energy and political strength. The television 
broadcast about Mexico stressed the present events and problems. This is 
also one of the important characteristics of Ivan Slavkov’s journalistic 
style, to look mainly for the present in his projection for the future rather 
than to project the past into the present. In other words, he draws his 
basic analogies about the present not through historical examples, but in- 
stead looks more for the simultaneity in the impact of the factors wi.ich 
determine our time, i.e. politics, economics, and the culture of a given 
country. The youth festival in Cuba during the summer of 1978 incited Ivan 
Slavkov's interest as a screenplay writer (as well as journalist, and par- 
ticipanc in the action) for six films ceatered around the topics: the re- 
volution, Cuba before, Cuba at present, Cuba which moves forward. But even 
in this case it was wot as much the exotic, the unusual, the strange for 

the Bulgarian viewer which had attracted the script writers and the director 
Ivan Komitov, but the truth about people who celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of their revolution. 


But if we ould put a single topic in first place, a topic which is constantly 
in the creative plans and continuously finds its new dimensions and new ideas 
in the creative consciousness of Ivan Slavkov, this is the topic about the 


‘oviet Union. He hae already made several films about the great Soviet iand, 
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but the most representative among them is the one about Siberia (together with 
Zakhari Ivanov), which found its wortny place in the rubrics "The World in 
Action.” It op. «ws before our eyes a Siberia u_th its raw laws, laws of true 
human values. We saw the North of the valor and amanliness, of the faith and 
prescrverance in building and commissioning the Batkal-Amur Miinline. A 
film—-truthful and unadulterated, created with love and unders.anding, vith 
participation and feeling. 


Incidentally, the coauthorship with Zakhari Ivanov proved to be quite fruitful. 
The joint efforts bore not only films but al two books, vhich were received 
with interest and attention. While in the “Direction Towards the Future,” the 
first collection of its kind on the young creative intelligentsia, the functions 
of the two coauthors are more of a compiling nature, thev appear in "Descent 
Into the Unknown” as columnists. 


In their book o:. Siberia tc! locumentary material is by itself sufficiently 
imposing to have an impact, to create an interest, to impress even only vith 
the dry voice of facts and figures. But the authors recreate it in such a 
m°nner that the interest is increased twofold, as they know how to present 
events nd people, successes and failures, and their own impressions of the 
effect created on others. As coauthors the two storyt.llers complement each 
other; the sharro journalistic reflex and commentator'’s vathos of Ivan Slavkov 
with the poetic-intimate adaptation of the romantic r course of Zakhari 
Ivanov. In the last analysis the result is a single author, a book without 
dissonance, without stylistic syncopes, without lacerations in the emotional 
coloring and in the tonality of the narration. Varied and unified at the 
sare time, engaging and cognitive, lyrical and tactual, the book by Ivan 
Slavkov and Zakhe~i Ivanov is not simply an exhaustive travel-log or a 
scrupulous documeatation, “Descent Into the Unknown” is temperamental po- 
litical journalism, in which the ideas strongly tie together the individual 
narrative links, while t.e content has found the most appropriate form of ex- 
pression, influentially engaging and attractively diversified, 


But without question the most imposing documentary television work of Ivan 
Slavkov is the 35<part series of the film “Om the Hills of Time.” It is 

dedicated to the anniversary of the 9 September victory. Ivan Slavkov. as 
screenplay writer of this film, has revived our most recent h story, while 


Mladen Mladenov, the director, has correctly interpreted Slavkov's intentions. 
The plot inspires obvious respect with the strict simplicity of its idea, 
with its wide range and abundance of interesting moments. 


As we have already pointed out, each part is centered around an important 
event of Bulgaria‘s history or around significant acheivemeuats in the social 
and economic development of the country. With a very ambitious intention-- 
to trace the historic development of Bulgaria in the past 35 years--this 
film stands as an example of ivan Slavkov’s political thought as well as of 


the strictness with which he selects, discards the superfluous, separates, 

as one says, the seed« from the weeds, With insufficient material for some 
of the parts and too ouch for others, he has selected moments which present 
most truthfully and most widely our past, ‘ith its pathos and trivialities. 








His idea to cal in the studio some oi the ordinary people and film them is 


pot just a whim it is an expression of a highly humanitarian, communist 
position on the protection of man, on the one who creates history. In spite 
of the many repetitions, the effect of the still is always exceptionally 
poverful, as it followed by scenes showing the persen from the film in his 
appearance, in his present environment. Each new appearance of the “film 
participants” in their eweryday life in “On the Hills of Time” draws the 


attention of the viewer not with any unusual, unexpected transformations, but 
with the truth about the life of the person, about the time distance, and the 
accomplishment« and tailures during this period. The documentation, as past 
and as a “picture” of the present-day life is the strongest element of the 
film. But, it would not have been so had it [documentation] not been firmly 
bound to the creative intention of Ivan Slavkov, that is, to find the signif- 
icant, the principal element without which Bulgaria could not have been a 


country with self-confidence and with geniune reasons for this self-confidence. 
And yet, what is < most characteristic feature of Ivia Slavkov's creative 
image, what transpires from his writing? Maybe the most important thing, the 
one that directs his search is his irresistible interest in “live life,” in 


what is being created and changes around us with each new day and hour. His 
sharp reflex to “contemporancity” makes him an active participant in the 


events through his direct journalistic participation, through the magic of 

his pen and word, No doubt his attention is attracted mainly by events oc- 
curring in Bulgaria, but he is also able to tackle international developments, 
to weigh the processes, to sort out the real values, to find the causes and 
effects ot ail contlicts. 


ivan Slavko" » in the prime of his creative life, in the time when he is no 
longer attracted by accidental whims; when he carefully and deliberately 
searches for his topic, his place; when he applies his experience of his early 
youth, supplements ic and organizes it with the deeper understanding of a man 


of over 75 ve of age. Not only in "On the Hills of Time" not even in his 
most idental participation in the television broadcasts during the recent 
years, one can see clearly that his youthful enthusiasm is still there, but 
it has blended with the wiedom and experience of age, and has been enriched 


by hie enormous knowledge and masterful professionalism, He had started as 
one of the many ambitious and active Bulgarian young journalists with thoughts 


fanned by the April wind, but now, with pen, microphone and camera, he has 
won on ft most meritorious places not only within his generation but 

ilso among all hie colleagues. However, he can claim that he has not yet 

realized oven jalf of his potential, that he has not yet reached even the 

half of creative life, 
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"L'HUMANITE’ REPORTS DISSIDENT'S STATEMENTS ON SUPPORT FROM PCF 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 22 Jun 79 p 10 LD 
(Unattributed report: "Zdenek Mlynar Press Conference"™] 


[Text] During a press conference in Paris yesterday Zdenek Mlynar, one 

of Charter 77's founders, discussed the fate of 42 Czechoslovak citizens 
being detained or prosecuted for their opinions. In particular he stressed 
the importance of international support. In this connection he said, "I 

am very happy to have had calks at PCF Central Committee headquarters. 

The context of these talks was reported to the PCF leadersuip. Various 
steps were envisaged. It is up to the PCF to choose the form and nature 
of these steps and to make them public or not." 


In reply to a question, Zdenek Mlynar explained that the talks took place 
at his request and that he had been received by Central Committee member 
Gerard Stjeiff. 


He expressed the hope that these reports “will not be exploited for »oli- 
tical, partisan purposes as was the case during the visit nade by Sabata's 
son." This visit provided certain publications such as L'EXPRESS and 

LE MATIN with a pretext for en anti-PCF campaign. 


"This matter," Zdenek Mlynar pointed out, “has nothing to do with a shabby, 
political operation. It concer.s the nature of detente and adherence to 

the principles contained in the Helsinki Declaration. We call for the 

help of all democrats and their support for all those who are persecuted 

in Czechoslovakia because they are fighting for human rights to be respected.” 


He stressed the importance and effectiveness of the PCF's attitude. In- 
deed, in accordance with this concern for effectiveness, afcer the talks 
which Corrade Gerard Stjeiff had with Zdenek Mlvnar the PCF leadership 
decided, in the spirit of the 23d Congress, to approach the CPCZ. 


cso: 3100 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CHARTER 77 PROMISNE..TS PUBLISH OPEN LETTERS 
Yamburg DIE ZEIT in German 22 Jun 79 p 8 


[letters oy Zdena Tominova and Julius Tomin: “Czechoslovia: ‘Was It 
Supposed To 3e Murder, Mr President?'"/ 


ftext/ The physical abuse and the torment goes on: 

Two open letters from Ziena Tominova, spokeswoman for the 
Charter 77 human rights movement, and her husband Julius 
lomin, a scientist who has been forbidden to practice his 
profession, tell of the life-threatening oppression being 
practiced by the Czechoslovak security organs. 


Prague, © June 1979 <= On 30 May I realized that I was being watched: No 
matter where [ went, several untiring pedestrians and men in automobiles 
were always following me. They kept their distance but did not let me out 
of their sight. It had gone on like this until yesterday. i assumed that 
they were State Security agents -- guardians of the law, that is -- and 
therefore was not afraid. Apparently I was completely mistaken, for the 
following events clearly show that a mafia was at work here, one that was 
unfamiiiar and incomprehensible, but well organized. 





Yesterday, 5 June, I left the house around 1900 hours (I live at 3 Aeramicka 
Street in the Letna section of Prague) intending to visit my friend Jiri 
Grusa and his wife Ivanka in the new Novodvorska housing development. As I 
was getting off the streetcar at the Hradcanska subway station, I saw a 
dar-blue Renault that I had become very familiar with in recent days. 

A tall, thin young man in a beige shirt and light-blue jacket jumped out of 
the car and ran to the subway entrance; he took a seat in the same car and 
then accompanied me to my friends’ apartment, where some old acquaintances 
were already to be founds the dark-blue Renault (license number ABZ 36-04) 
and a brown Schiguli or Moskovich (ABZ 49-27). 


Two men cot out and toox up posts in front of the building. I stayed until 
about 2200 hours. Waiting for me at the bus stop on the way home was the 
young man with the light-blue jacket; together we rode to the State Planning 











Office building. I got off and walke. home. At Strossmayer Square I saw 
the two cars again. 


From Letenske Square I usually taxe Smeralova Street. but this time I 
noticed that the street was blocked by a car that wis parked crosswise with 
its headlights on -- 1 felt uneas’ about this somehow, so I went on to the 
next cross-street, Cechova. 


As I was approaching the house I noticed a liv~ht in the basement workshop, 
although usually no oe is there at night. Unsuspecting, I went up the 
steps. The right half of the front door to the building was open (as it 
@imost always is). No ligat was on, As I went to push the door handle on 
the lefthand side, I gave a start: Behind that part of th door stood a 
tall, rugged man (perhaps 1.50 meters tall). At first I stared at his 
dark-biue or black sweater with red stripes; then I saw something that I 

had seen only in low-grade detective stories: An ugly face with no contours 
looked menhacingly down at me -- the man had pulled a n_ion stocking over 

his face. I was terrified, and I am no longer sure of what happened after 
that. I think I started to scream. The man leaped at me, and somehow I aust 
have been able to run into the street. He grabbed me, threw me to the ground 
and banged my head on the pavement several tires. il probably kept on screan- 
ing. The man must then have gotten up and run away. It was only afterwards 
that I remembered having shouted the word “help” several times. People came 
crowding around; they were leaving the movie theater (it was a little past 
1030 hours) and saw the man running off in the direction of Stromovka Park. 


The first »rolice car came in about 5 or 10 minutes and immediately set off 
in pursuit of the man. Then a limousine (a Tatra 603) and other police 
vehicles arrived. The driver of the limousine asxed me to go with hin. 

I insisted thet witnesses be taken along as well. tie used the telephone 
in the car and then drove two witnesses to the police station on Krigik 
Street; he took me to the first-aid station. There it was determined that 
I had a concussion and I was driven to the "Na Frantisku™ Hospital. 


It appears that the doctors have received instructions from the police not 
to engage in conversations with me and to allow no visitors. Apart from 
tranquilizers -- whic, by the way, have had little or no effect -- no other 
examinations have been performed (an X-ray of my skull was taken last night). 
Or. rounds today the doctors walked by my bed almost w' thout a word, 


I am unable to sleep and am naving severe headaches. I must lso have 
suffered a shock. I am not yet sure how to deal with what happened yester- 
day. Did they intend to kill me? hob me? Or intimidate me in this brutal 
way? 


Tomorrow I am going to demand to be released. This is because my stay here 
might be more for reasons of internment than medical treatment. Please, 
everyone, try to visit me here so that we can tell whether there really is 
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a no-visitors policy. If they cite my physical condition as an argument, 
it is only a excuse, 


Signeds/ Zaena Tominova 


Prague, © June 1979 -- Last night about an hour after midnight, my wife, 

a spokeswoman for Charter 77, was attacked by a masked man.... Since 
Tuesday, 2° “May 1979, the day on which the members of the Committee for 

the Defense of Innocent Victims of Persecution were arrested, my wife has 
been followed everywhere by a number of cars full of men in civilian clothes 
who have been taxing turns shadowing her on foot or using public transporta- 
tioness..e The civilians on foot have been keeping in touch with those in the 
automobiles and with one another by means of well-concealed wal!‘e-talkies. 
On one of these days I walxed with my wife as far as Karlsplatz and was 

able to observe the entire operation. I have been familiar with this kind 
of thing since last summer when I myself was shadowed in a similar way 
during the Fifth All-Christian Peace Convention that was held in Prague. 
Summoned to the Interior Ministry, 1 was confronted by an older man who 
boasted that he had ordered this whole surveillance operation of several 
days duration ani had directed it himself. 


Mr President, was it supposed to be murder? 


I was not at home; I was on night duty. As a rule I get home from the night 
shift somewhat earlier tha the other residents of the building. If my wife 
had been murdered, I would have been the first to find her body. Was I 
supposed to be accused of murder? 


It would not have been the first attempt at a false accusation: 

On 21 August 197¢, members of the secret State Security Service approached 
me while on night duty under the pretext of investigating vandalism involv- 
ing an automobile. The car had been vandalized on our street early on that 
same day, and 1 was supposed to have been seen near it.... 


In the evening of the same day, a member of the government's secret police 
told me that I ought to watch out and stop my active involvement. Other- 
wise, some tourher customers might step in, and I would end up face up in 
the gutter. 


Mr President, the situation in our country has become very serious following 
the imprisonment of 10 members of the committee. Are we all supposed to 
live in terror from now on? Those from the Interior Ministry are doing as 
they wish with us. No one resists them except for a few Charter 77 people. 
Would you iike an example’ 


On the eve of 1 May 1979, State Security agents dragged me off to their 
local office and left me there for 16 hours before dragging me back again. 














I was carted off with the coope tion of the deputy director of the Zoologi- 
cal Garden. Interior Ministry functionaries have made no comment on the 
entire affair. How many more examples should I give? 


Mr President, the existential pressure that is being exerted on every citizen 
of this country -- where being fired represents the first punishment for the 
slightest attempt on the part of a citizen to insist on his human rights 

and his dignity as a human being -- is preventing a broader citizens’ action 
movement from keeping watch over the activity of the security organs and our 
judicial systen. 


Given this situation, any attempt to cover up the arrest of 10 members of 
the Committee for the Defense of Innocent Victims of Persecution can have 
dire consequences for our country's entire development. 


I call upon you once again to use the full weight of your personality and 
your position to see to the release of those 10 who have been arrested. 


Should the 10 imprisoned members of the Committee for the Defense of Innocent 


Victims of Persecution not be released within 1 month, I shall start a 
2—week hunger strike beginning on 6 June 1979, 


(Signed:7 Julius Tomin 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


PRAGUE DISSIDENTS' ARRESTS DETAILED 
Zdiena Tominova in Clinic 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 9 Jun 79 p 1 


[Article by E. L.: "Call for Help From Clinic by ‘Charter 77' Spokesperson") 


[Text] Frankfurt, 8 June--Zdena Tominova, who until Tuesday was the last 

free spokesperson of "Charter 77," the Czechoslovak human rights movement, 

and who was assaulted and mistreated Tuesday night on her way home to her 
apartment in Prague by a masked, unidentified man and has been in Na Frantisku 
Hospital in Prague since then, succeeded in smuggling from the clinic a call 
for help to her friends. In it the human-rights activist complains about the 
fact that in her opinion her stay in the clinic, where she was transported 

by the police after the assault, suffering from a brain concussion, seemed 
more like an internment than medical treatment. 


Dana Nemcova Arrested 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 9 Jun 79 p 4 


[Article by E. L.: "Mother of Seven Children Arrested in Prague: Dana 
Nemcova Dared To Defend Human Rights") 


[Text] Frankfurt, 8 June--In an obvious attempt to crush for good the 
"Charter 77" human-rights movement, the communist regime in Czechoslovakia 
now no longer shrinks even from arresting women, some of whom are joining 
their husbands in publicly advocating the guarantee of human and civil 
rights in the country, and in this manner whole families are torn apart. 
One of three women who were arrested together with seven other human-rights 
activists within the framework of a wave of arrests ordered by Prague at 
the beginning of June is Dana Nemcova, the wife of Jiri Nemec, a Prague 
psychologist. Dana Nemcova is 43 years old and the mother of seven children. 
some of whom are still in need of care. The arrest of Dana Nemcova is 
particularly tragic since nobody is currently looking after the children 
because Jiri Nemec was also arrested at the same time. In the eyes of the 
Prague regime, Mrs Nemcova's main crime is the fact that she is one of the 
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cosignatories of "Ch>rter 77," and oa 1 October 1977 she also signed an open 
letter to Husak, pre.ident of Czechoslovakia, as well as to the Federal As- 
sembly, which called attention to the oppression of believers in the country. 


Dana Nemcova, however, even dared to offer day-to-day resistance and to de- 
fend her civil rights as provided by the Czechoslovak constitution. To be 
sure, although she has a degree in child psychology, she could do nothing 
about the fact that--like man, dissidents--she had to work in an occupation 
which is foreign to her and poorly paid; but her persistence, among other 
things, paid off when her second-oldest daughter was able to take the final 
secondary-school examination, against the explicit opposition of the author- 
ities and under more difficult conditions. For instance, according to reli- 
able information, Mrs Nemcova courageously contacted her daughter's homeroom 
teacher and the principal of the school in June of last year, after her 
daughter had been asked one week before her final examination to come to the 
police department, where it was strongly recanmended to her that she forego 
the final secondary-school examination. Mrs Nemcova succeeded in getting a 
promise from both teachers that the school would not cooperate with the 
police. Since it was impressed upon Dana Nemcova's daughter during the in- 
terrogation by the police that there were ways to keep her from taking the 
examination, the human-rights activist, now in custody, decided to spend 

the night before the examination away from home with her daughter to make 
sure that she could get to school the next morning without difficulties. 
Dana Nemcova’s mistrust in the authorities was well-founded, particularly 
when it turned out that a few hours before the beginning of the examination 
the police appeared at her house without finding the candidate they were 
looking for. The daughter passed the examination with a good grade. 


Preceding the last Christmas and Easter holidays, Dana Nemcova organized a 
symbolic hunger strike to protest the arrest of young people, who on this 
account were separated from their families during these two holidays. Each 
time, 200 dissidents and fearless Catholics had joined her protest. 


For a long time before his arrest, Jiri Nemec as well, 45-years old and 
father cf the devoutly Catholic family, had already been paying for his 
open criticism of the regime. As a consequence, Jiri Nemec, who for many 
years was one of the best-known psychologists in the area of logotherapy at 
the University of Prague, has had to work as a guard in a warehouse for the 
last few years to contribute to the upkeep of his family. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


NORTH MORAVIA KRAJ DISCUSSING NEW METHODS OF MANACEMENT 
Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 25 May 79 p 3 
[Article by Frantisek Zdobina: “For High Efficiency of Whole Enterprises") 


[Text] Leading officials of the North Moravia Kraj Committee of the CPCZ 
recently published several articles with extensive reports on new methods 
of work initiative (several of which are expected to spread throughout the 
republic in the same way as the movement entitled “Overcome Yourself and 
Persevere”). However, attentive readers could not fail to notice that 
Ostrava is planning still another surprise. This was hinted, for example, 
in the following statement: "...we consider it essential to upgrade the 
management and organization of work.” The leading secretary of the CPCZ 
kraj committee, Comrade M. Mamula, offered the best clue when in the 
conclusion of his article he stressed that “on the basis of its experience 
in the management cf initiative” Ostrava now intended "to develop it further 
in the spirit of the conclusions of the 13th session of the CPCZ Central 
Committee under the slogan “From Top Quality of Work of Individuals and 
Collectives Toward High Efficiency of the Whole Enterprise!" 


This slogan may be explained in that sense that the North Moravia kraj 
organization of the party intends to set the initiative on a broader 
platform than thus far and to give it new qualities, in other words, to 
advance from records and outstanding performances by inidividuals and 
collectives and to extend them to whole enterprises which must operate more 
efficiently; it is focusing attention on managing operations more than ever 
before. 


And so it is! We may add one more thing in this context, namely, that the 
North Moravia Kraj Committee of the CPCZ is planning a meeting which wiil 
deal particularly with problems of upgrading the management within the 
enterprise. 


Topics of that sort probably never before appeared on the agenda of any 
kraj committee of the party. Furthermore, this issue is extremely 
challenging from the political and professional points of view. Thus far, 
it has not been studied in depth; the printer's ink has hardly had a chance 
to dry in the first college textbook on economy in the management of 
socialist industrial enterprises. 
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Why has the CPCZ kraj committee in Ostrava chosen precisely this difficult 
task? After all, North Moravia could bask in the indisputable success of 
the workers in its industry! They are fulfilling their tasks in production 
quite well and it seems that the losses stemming from the winter season 

will be made up in that kraj and there is a chance that it will be 1 percent 
ahead of the plan by the middle of this year. 





However, this is how the situation looks today and maybe tomorrow, but how 
about next year or the year after that? Every good manager must think of 
the future and face its demands and trends of development. 


When the North Moravia Kraj Committee of the CPCZ made such an assessment, 
problems stressed in all meetings of the CPCZ Central Committee dealing 
with economic issues emerged before it with much greater urgency and in a 
specific form. 


The most signif‘cant of them may be the information that the quality of 
management inside the enterprises has been lagging behind the level of new 
techniques and technological revolution thet are being introduced in plants 
and enterp ises. The consequences of that lag are negatively reflected 
particularly in quality and efficiency. If there is no chance, the “scissors” 
would open wider with al! resulting ramifications. The North Moravia Kraj 
Committee of the CPCZ conld have waited for provisions from the center and 
rely on the economic experiment of control of quality and efficiency, but 
as it began considering further development of working people's initiative, 
it kept encountering the same problem again and again--the shortcomings in 
the process of manerement. 


However, there were some other problems that forced the kraj committee to 
turn in the above-mentioned direction. In order to fulfill the tasks in 
production, for example, productivity of work in the managing sector must 
increase, according to calcul*tion, twice as fast as in the area of 
production--and meanwhile we are still struggling to change the way of 
thinking of evidently most workers in economy who, despite the economic 
trends, are adhering to the rxtensive interpretation of development, which 

is a concept with characteristically high consumption of power, raw materials, 
investments and other resources. 


Ostrava is ready to tackle the problems in the management of enterprises 
because it has studied the methods of their solution for quite a long time. 
It began to coal with them practically ever since the news about the first 
record achievements appeared in the press. That fact is not widely known 
and the “credit” for it is due, unfortunately, also to economic propaganda 
which has done much to make the recordbreakers popular but which ignored 
the merit of the organizers of such records--the technicians, engineers and 
other technical and administrative personnel. However, they have always 
been appreciated in Ostrava and in the process of their study and 
generalization a logical progress was made from the record stope operations, 
at the machine, and partial forms of initiative to a slogan already 
expressing the program to achieve high efficiency of whole enterprises. 
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As a significant landmark of the efforts to raise the management in North 
Moravia enterprises to the level of the progress of the scientific 
technological revelation and development of the working people's initiative, 
we may consider the decision of the CPCZ kraj committee issued toward the 
end of 1977, which assigned 94 enterprises the task of preparing the Program 
for Development of Systems of Management for the remaining years of this 
five-year plan and for the subsequent period of transition to the next 
five-year plan. At the same time the CPCZ kraj committee planned to 
ascertain whether the “level of the systems of management guaranteed 
successful fulfillment of the planned tasks in the future.” 


Nobody expected miracles or new scientific accomplishments, however, the 
pregrams failed to meet even the expectations of the CPCZ kraj committee. 
Tue actions of the kraj committee of the party stirred up some enterprises, 
able directors rapidly grasped their implications--nevertheless, most 
enterprises were convinced that “they do not have any informed notion of 
the further development of systems of management as a whole, not even of 
its essential sectors." 


However, it was far enough from just to sum up the facts, The CPCZ kraj 
committee appointed a team of politically and scientifically qualified 
experts who began reviewing the programs in greater depth. This team 
deserves the credit for providing the CPCZ kraj committee with a comprehen- 
sive analysis of the level of the management in the key enterprises of 

that kra{, so that it was later able to assess the most suitable, and 
according to all qualifications, the most efficient ways leading to improved 
managing methods. 


Such a development of events surprised the enterprises, They thought that 
the “storm” stirred up around the problems of management would calm down 

and everything would be as peaceful as it used to be in many places follow- 
ing previous decisions of the CPCZ kraj committee dealing with the need to 
expand the scope of innovations, the exploitation of basic funds, increasing 
export capacities, etc. 


Naturally, progress was evident even there, but not as great as the present 
time and the future demand, The kraj committee of the CPCZ admitted this 
fact with impressive candor, stating that “if a chance for the better does 
mot take place in the sector of management, further breakdowns in the 
fulfillment of the appointed tasks may occur, considering the current 

rapid rate of development of the material-technical base." 


With thie in mind, the North Moravia Krai Committee of the CPCZ had to 

study the level of party work in enterprises just as thoroughly. It had to 
because the committee is about to announce a slogan which is supposed to 
generate and inspire a new, bigger wave of initiative and it is absolutely 
necessary for the party management to be the first to master and to be ahead 
of the economic management, 


Because the kraj committee of the party in Ostrava intends to intervene in 
favor cf quality of management, it has informed the superior instances 
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in enterprises, i.e., administraticas of economic production units, of 
its plan. It failed to achieve results that had seemed self-evident. 
Although the CPCZ kraj committee provided that many essential tasks in 
the kraj might be resolved without any major investments in the material- 
technical base, or in other words, by better management the economic 
production units were more helpfu’ in words tha. in deeds. 


This turned into another lesson whic.» set the direction for the planning 
of the meeting of the CPCZ kra! committee--that “the party must {ntensify 
pressure to improve the systems of management and mobilize all available 
reserves for the fulfillment of appointed tasks.” 


As the keynote for the planned meeting of the CPCZ kraj committee may be 
considered the words of the secretary of the party's kr«j committee, 
Comrade Z. Krc, who ceclared: "We want to determine the most favorable 
forms and methods of management by activating the entire managing sector 
for better applicati 1 of scientific methods of management as well as for 
upgrading the managing process on the basis of an efficient division of 
labor.” 


This is, as they say, a hard nut to crack, and the solution to this 
difficult problem is not up the CPCZ kraj committee alone. The kraj 
committee took another unusual step. It requested the cov-peration of 
deputy ministers of certain federal ministries, of the workers in the 
apparatus of the CPCZ Central Committee, leading officials of the Covern- 
mental Committee for Problems of Planned National Economic Management, the 
State Planning Commission, the Czechoslovak Scientific Technological 
Association and research institutes. It appointed 17 workteams; it is 
organizing discussions and interviews with individuals who received awards 
and commendations, as well as economic conferences of the party. 


The CPCZ kraj committee in Ostrava is perfectly well acquaircced with all 
current technical literature and with .o« ideas of Soviet management experts, 
especially with those of Academician V. M. Glushkov, V. CG. Afansiev and 
others. 


To put it briefly, the strategy and tactics for the process of solwing the 
problem which the party in Ostrava | is begun to tackle were analyzed in 
every detail. 


Since we described the genesis of the problem, its causes and the method 
of its solution as intended by the CPCZ kraj committee, now it is time to 


answer the question which must have occurred to the reader: Why is a party 
organ getting ready to take steps to uperade management and why is it not 
done by professional, economic and managing organs, since it is primarily 
their duty? 


We have mentioned that time waits for no one and its passage seems to be 
gaining speed. The problems of management of enterprises may already be 

in the forefront of the theoreticians’ interest, however, practical operation 
is already in nes f immediate advice, and that advice must be absolutely 
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specific. Purthermore, economic management has not only a technical but 
also a social aspect. If wanagement lags, 411 socioeconomic progress may 
be retarded. 


It is true that the North Moravia Kraj Committee of the CPCZ had tc take 
some risks. It is trying to cope with them, proceeding from the principle 
that the system of management in North Moravia Kraj is part of a higher 
system of management of our whole society; {it supports active efforts of 
the center to improve planned management and has proposed suggestions for 
that improvement. 


The next session of the CPCZ kraj committee promises to be most 
interesting--and not just for the North Moravia kraj! After all, in 

Ostrava they are using new methods to resolve the same problems that have 
afflicted also other krajs, areas and practically every ainistry. There- 
fore, the slogan “From Top-Quality Work of Individuals and Collectives 

Toward High Efficiency of the Whole Enterprise” may generate broader response. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


BRIEFS 


"PRAVO’ COMMENTS ON PRC-SRV TALKS--Prague--Vietnam has not once proved 
that it wishes to maintain good relations with China but no one can want 
it to accept the Chinese dictate, to give up its independent foreign poli- 
tical orientation and its allies, RUDE PRAVO wrote here today. Commenting 
on the second round of the talks of the Vietnamese and Chinese government 
delegations in Beijing, the paper said that the Vietnamese side had pre- 
sented a three-point constructive program at the talks in Hanoi. It has 
brought to Beijing a new initiative proposal for signing an agreement in 
which both countries would pledge not to carry out any subversive activ- 
ity and spying on the territory of the other state, and not to allow any 
actions which would endanger the other side. Vietnam dismisses as en- 
tirely unfounded and false the claim of the Chinese delegate at the Bei- 
jing talks that Vietnam is making extensive preparation for an aggressive 
war against China, that the Vietnamese are penetrating to the Chinese 
territory and killing Chinese citizens. The proposal to sign an agree- 
ment ensuring peace on the Chinese-Vietnamese border is a test of the 
sincerity of the Chinese side--whether it really wants peace between the 
two countries. But neither the situation on the border where China is 
concentrating big quantities of its troops nor the situation at the 
negotiating table evidence China's desire to live in peace. [Text] 
[Prague CTK in English 0800 GMT 2 Jul 79 LD) 


"PRAVO’ ON. VIETNAM REFUGEFS--Prague--The bourgeois press has lately been 
choking with sorrow over the “hard lot of people leaving their homeland” 
and accusing the Vietnamese government of heartlessness and cruelty, RUDE 
PRAVO said today, meaning refugees from South Vietnam who, due to revolu- 
tionary changes, lost their privileged ¢ sition. The paper recalled an 
important fact that a whole generation in South Vietnam was educated in 
the spirit of fanatic anti-communtem and its opinions, thinking and way 
of life cam naturally not have changed in the short 4 years since the 
liberation. Vietnamese authorities not only make possible legal departure 
for those who wish to go but also, in cooperation with the UN, to provide 
for them favourable conditions in countries where they want to go. The 
Western press, however, does not write about this humane attitude of the 
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Vietnam government, the daily said. It pointed out that the anti- 

Vietnamese campaign has been mounted mainly by rightist circles in the 
U.S. and their Beijing allies, and added that a good deal of impudence 
is needed tor ire bourgeois and Maoist propaganda to accuse the Vietnam 
government of “violating human rights” when imperialism and lately also 


Maoism caused this situation. [Text] [Prague CTK in English 0810 GMT 
29 Jun 79 LD] 





*"PRAVO’ COMMENTS ON AFGHANISTAN--Prague--"The enemies of the Afghan 
revolution evidently do not want to become reconciled with the fact that 
the country definitely ceased to be the domain of reaction and an append- 
age of imperialism,” RUDE PRAVO wrote today. In connection with the grow- 
ing tension on the Afghan-Pakistani border and the propaganda campaigns 
of the U.S. and the Chinese embassies in Kabul against the legitimate 
government in Afghanistan, the daily said that the forces of the revolu- 
tion and the attractiveness of its program vill prove in the present 
severe test their supremacy over the forces of the counterrevolution. 

The determination of the Afghan people to defend their revolutionary 
ahievements meets with expressions of active solidarity. One of the most 
Significant actions will be an international conference of solidarity to 
be held in Kabul in the nearest future by the World Peace Council, the 
daily wrote. (Text) [Prague CTK in English 0826 GMT 29 Jun 79 LD] 


MEDIA COMMENTS ON MUSLIM ACTIVITIES--The terrorist attack on the cadets of 
the Military Artillery Academy in Halabu, northern Syria, which had demanded 
the sacrifice of 32 human lives and resulted in 32 people being wounded, 
has evoked great indignation in the Arab world, and a new wave of criticism 
was leveled at the extremist terrorist groups that are concealing their 
activities under the cover of religion. The Muslim Brotherhood, which con- 
ceals its activities under the cover of Islam. has chosen terror for its 
actions, and now, within the framework of the American-Egyptian-Israeli 
plot, it wants to weaken Syria's positions and to divert the atte~cion of 
the Arab world from the plot aimed against the Palestinian cause. The 
government party's paper AL-BAATH recalls, among other things, che words 
said by the Egyptian president, who quite recently threatened thst he 
“would change Syria into a sea of blood" and stressed in that connection, 
that after Syria's refusal to participate in the imperialist-Zionist plot 
against the ‘rab people, the imperialists had begun to foment religious 
unrest, so as to provoke dissension among the people. [Text] [Prague 
MLADA FRONTA in Czech 26 Jun 79 p 7 AU] 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GERMAN SPECULATIONS ON LOYALTY OF GDR YOUTH 
Cologne RHEINISCHER MERKUR in German No 23, 8 Jun 79 p 4 


{Article by Karl Willy Beer: "In East Berlin: A Festival of Superficiality-- 
The True Extent of GDR Youths’ Loyalty Has Not Been Revealed by the Free 
German Youth (FDJ) Whitsuntide Raliy in the ‘Capital of the GDR‘'"] 


[Text] The facade was impressive--even more than at Hitler's mass rallies, 
because, in marching past the party officials’ reviewing stand, a half 
million yotne people overplayed order and discipline with songs, pennants 
and waving cloths. Satisfaction could be seen on the face of Erich Honecker, 
today's state and party leader, who, next to his rather bored-looking fellow 
party offitials, sat through the hours-long parade by SED youth in a white 
suit. It showed all over him, it was as clear as day, that even today, 30 
years later, the former FDJ leader of many years could depend on this GDR 
youth. 


The 17,000 “organizational assistants and security forces," who were given 
training for weeks to deal with any disruption of the youth festival, were, 
of course, not needed by Honecker when, in i973, during the "World Youth 
Festival,” which was likewise celebrated in East Berlin, the entire 
communist-socialist youth of the world showed up supposedly ready to talk 
with everyone. Just 2 years ago at a “National Youth Festival" on Berlin's 
Alexanderplatz, when the People's Police had to take up arms against peaceful 
young people, it then became clear to even the most unsuspecting among the 
communist party leaders that the following thesis was no longer true and 
had not been for some time: Even if we cannot be certain of middle-aged and 
older people, youth is unqualifiedly ours. 


Did Honecker convince even the skeptics in his own ranks? That cannot be 
unambiguously determined, even after the triumphant march from all over the 
GDR. Efforts, which failed because of Western protest, not to let West 
Berliners and West Germans through the wall into the Eastern city during 
the “overcrowding” speak against this idea. The fact that West Berliners 
and West Germans aged between 18 and 30 were turned back at the crossing 
points when they tried to go to the East with a valid visa also speaks 
against this. This is also refuted by the program which was crammed full 
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to the last minute with obligatory events, a program that did not permit 
the slightest opportunity for personal inquiries or even conversations. 

It is also refuted by the action of putting the boys and girls, who were 
carted from the provinces in group transports, into fixed groups of cadre, 
about 50-strong, which had their assigned attendants. 


A Visit to the "Capital" 


It is true that the young people brought in from Thuringia, Mecklenburg, 
Saxony and other GDR bezirks were pressing to come to Berlin. Authoriza- 
tion for the rally in Berlin was an essential factor in the obligation for 
subsequent admission to university studies. In addition to that, there was 
the increasing fascination for every young person: In Berlin, as nowhere 
else in the GDR, you can sense the nearness of the other world, the West. 
Since it is in fact the youth who remain locked in the GDR without mercy-- 
unless they should leave the Eastern bloc as a member of a delegation--hope 
for encounters with the West is never as great as it is on a trip to the 
“capital.” 


But it was the main task of the festival's organizers to avoid just this 
encounter. And even if this certainly could not be flawlessly successful, 
at least the big parade in the Lustgarten, today the Marx-Engels-Platz, 

had to make up for it by way of tribute to the “socialist state." The 
organizers can be satisfied--if they count the spectacle in the streets that 
were lined with forces to keep order. They perhaps scornfully took note of 
the march by 7,000 "Falcons" through West Berlin's former workers quarter-- 
a march that was comparatively sluggish and was affected by the heat, if, in 
this connection, they thought of their hundreds of thousands. Yet the 
"German Workers Youth Meeting" of the socialist Falcons in West Berlin, which 
took place at the same time, cannot be cited as representative of youth in 
the free part of Germany. 


This is also a source of difficulties if one wants to compare youth over 
there with youth over here. The reason is surely not that the pluralism 

in our society leads both to po) urization and indifference. No one in 
Hamburg, Munich, Frankfurt or West Berlin desires a mass rally by all those 
whom we call our youth. A democracy has many forms of expressions of opinion 
on tap; it does not need to be expressed in concealed, secret opposition. 

But where expressions of opinion that de not agree with the decreed slogans 
are dispacaged as criminal, a great deal, in fact, everything, can be con- 
cealed behind the drums and banners of mass rallies. 


Even the Laughing faces of the young people, which television in the East 
had no need to cut down on, guarantee no agreement on the part of those 
laughing with those who take such to be agreement. Anyone who bears in 


mind that people in the GDR have known the right to freedom only on paper 
since 1933, i.e., for 46 years, will not be shocked if one-half million 
16-30 years olds take a mass rally in the Lustgarten as a welcome change 
from everyday iife. Even the Berlin FDJ, which always gets its knowledge of 
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the world from television in the West, again and again revealed modest 
beginnings toward modifying their uniform appearance with a few accessories, 
which in the West are the usual thing. 


Reconciliation with Rock and Pop 


If meanwhile long hair and heavy beards have been half-heartedly accepted 

by the government in the East, the girls have obviously not yet succumbed 

to the frowzy feminist look which here at home is, on the part of many 

young people, proof of the “right to self-realization." Yet even with the 
reconciliation with pop and rock, which for a long time were outlawed in the 
East, only one safety valve was opened, only to close up all the more solidly 
other escape hatches into the free world. 


SED youth was supposed to appear as a generation which follows smoothly in 
the footsteps of its communist founding fathers. In the West there was 

for many years the prevailing fear that the communists would naturally have 

a hard time making the middle-aged and older generations ripe for communisn, 
but that youth, through a total system of support, would automatically 

have to become supporters of the regime. This theory seemed logicai because 
the GDR youth in school was systematically kept away from every other ideology, 
except that of the GDR. And since GDR youth grew up without any contact 

with people who think differently, even the dissident opinion in this or 

that family home had to come across as a prejudicial generational reservation. 
But when internal criticism of the system was increasingly supported by writers 
and artists of precisely this young generation, uneasiness and anger, but 
mainly the feeling of being isolated in the GDR, were brewing together more 
and more clearly into a critical decoction. There was no need for this to 
become cangerous to the system if ‘.e system opened up safety valves at the 
right time for the demands of youth which were nourished from noncommunist 
areas. It seems that this mixture of permissiveness and force, to which GDR 
youth is exposed today, is enough for a while. But if the system were more 
certain that the inncs process of change in youth was halted in favor of 
totalitarian conformity, then it would not need to keep youth away from all 
contact with the noncommunist world with such fear. 


Every traveler from the West who meets with GDR youth on his visits can 
report instead on the steadily growing hunger for information, revealed in 
conversations with the young people. Of course, GDR youth is being most 
intensively supported in the area where today the foremost interests of all 
youth in the whole world lie--mainly in sports. Material and idealistic 
advantages lie at the feet of their athletic stars as in no noncommunist 
country. Yet the narrow dogmatic structure, in which a young person in the 
GDR constantly bumps into new corners in his apprenticeship, in his studies 
and even during his leisure, is felt, the longer it goes on, to be more and 
more of a straitjacket. But, of course, one should not think of that as 
though such an atmosphere would sooner or later have to result in an explo- 
sion. People who frequently have dealings with GDR youth of all professions 
and categories surmise rather that this feeling, together with ever greater 
satisfaction of their desires for information, could result in a steady | 
change in the system itself; because the thirst for change is on the increase. 
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While it is only now that GDR youth can realize bit by bit that it has a head 
to do its own thinking, youth in the West is falling more and more behind. 
Most of those who wanted to be spokesmen have wasted their energies in pro- 
test against a state which had opened up for them a thousand opportunities 

Lo work, think, have opinions and believe. Of course, none of them would 
like to wave flags in Honecker's society. It is questionable whether, on 
the other hand, along with the gradual assimilation of our forms of life, 
with which GDR youth for the present meets its needs for freedom, an under- 
Standing of the absolute necessity for a variety of opinions can also be 
exported to the East. 


But what has been developing most recently in the East, in spite of all mass 
demonstrations, permits us to hope that young people from communist regions 
will more and more prefer the incomparably higner value of freedom over that 
of the so-called “socialist society." 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GERMAN COMMENTARY: CHANGES IN LAWS BY GDR PEOPLE'S CHAMBER 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Jun 79 p 2 


[Article signed "Gz", datelined Berlin, 29 June: "GDR Newspapers Remain 
Silent--Still No Official Announcement of Changes in Laws"] 


[Text] Neither radio and television nor the daily newspapers have to date 
informed the GDR population of what changes the GDR People's Chamber 
adopted last Thursday (28 June), unanimously and without debate, in the 
Penal Code, in the Law of Criminal Procedure, in the passport law, in the 
laws concerning aliens, and in the Customs and Foreign Currency Law. Ac- 
cording to the SED's central organ NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, the deputies had 
been given a written justification for the proposed changes. 


The change in the Electoral Law is reported on in comparatively great 
detail, but without any reference to the political significance of the 
change. In future, the East Berlin deputies will also be elected directly 
to the GDR People's Chamber instead of being sent there by the Municipal 
Assembly. 


Under the heading, “The Lezal System of Our Republic to Be Continually 
Perfected," the statement is made, without even an approximate indication 
of the significance of the wide-ranging changes, merely that all of the 
legal changes decided upon “are designed for the protection of the Repub- 
lic's Socialist State and Legal System, its sovereignty, and the life 

and individuality of its citizens": the proposed changes and amendments, 
which are to go into effect on 1 August, take the demands and experiences 
of the struggle against criminality into consideration. 


The various manifestations of criminal actions--especially for crimes 
against the socialist state system and the socialist society, against 
public and state order, socialist property and the national economy-- 
have been defined in greater legal detail and with more clarity in ac- 
cordance with the type of crime committed. The proposed regulations 
reportedly contribute to “the comprehensive protection of the peaceful 
activity of the citizens and their security in the socialist scciety." 
The passport law and that concerning aliens have allegedly been reformu- 
lated in accordance with “the present and future social conditions in 
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the GDR, the international position of the GDR, and current and develop- 
ing international relations." The new version of the passport law re- 
portedly leads to conformity with the GDR constitution, the law on citi- 
zenship, and the practices based on that law. In this sense, the revised 
law governs the rights and duties for GDR citizens and noncitizens. "The 
Stipulations of the law on aliens apply to foreigners staying in the GDR. 
Within the meaning of this law, foreigners are persons who do not possess 
GDR citizenship. The legal structure thus created corresponds to the 
practice of most other states.” 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


PROTESTANT CHURCH UNIFICATION PLANS DELAYED 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 12 Jun 79 p 4 


[Article by Karl-Heinz Baum: “Lutherans Fear They Will Come Off Badly in a 
GDR Church Federation.” For additional West German commentary on this topic, 
see the following JPRS issues of this series: 73349, 1 May 79, No 1674, 

pa 21-24, and 73185, 9 Apr 79, No 1667, pp 58-59] 


[Text] The end of the three-day synod of the United Evangelical~Lutheran 
Church in the GDR (VELK) was marked by the almost unanimous decision (one 
opposing vote) to accept the planned unification of the three church feder- 
ations now existing in the GDR. But after the synod, held at Plauen (Vogt- 
land), observers agree that there is a long road ahead before the United 
Evangelical Church emerges from the church federations now existing, from 
VELK, to which belong the Lutheran churches of Thuringia, Saxony and 
Mecklenburg, from the Evangelical Union Church representing the association 
of the five former Prussian church provinces, and from the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR, a loose association of all eight regional 
churches. 


The timetable however, which was decided in January at a delegates’ meeting 
in Eisenach at the foot of the Wartburg, will hardly be able to be followed. 
"Beginning 1981," the delegates said, the executive offices of the new fed- 
eration are to be established. The delegates at the Plauen synod made it 
more or less clear that this synod, which was just meeting for the first time, 
would not be the lLast--it will be in office until 1985--but at best the next 
to last. "We can be happy if we reach our goal by 1990," said one of the 
delegates at the synod. The readiness in principle of the Lutherans to form 
a federation also means that there will be serious disputes on many individu- 
al questions. The central question will be how the Lutheran faith can be 
brought into the new federation. Bishop Werner Leich of Thuringia would 

like to express this even in the name of the new church by having "AB" added 
to the name--which is meant to stand for Augsburger Bekennthis [Augsburg 
Faith], the basic document of Lutheran faith written in 1530. 
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The recently published theses of the Lutheran Church Directorate on self-under- 
standing have met with hard criticism in the Union Church (EKU). In his final 
address at the ’lauen synod, Joachim Rogge, president of the Union Church 
Chancellery, even referred to obstacles which are to be falsely attributed to 
the Union Church. He cites as an example Thesis 23, which states that the EKU 
bases its church organization “on supposedly direct references to the gospel.” 
This is the reason for its basically anti-confessionalist attitude, which re- 
quires of it, at the same time, a tolerance for theological variety, partly 
Lutheran, partly Reformed. It is probably no coincidence that the Plauen 
Synod pointed out that the church organization of the EKU is 10 times as 

large as VELK; and another sideswipe at the EKU is the reference to the 

thesis in the basic (Lutheran) document that states that for the EKU rules 

and regulations are an “integral part of its gospel message"--which is of 
course in contrast to the Lutherans. 


Why in spite of all problems the new organizational form is necessary for 
the eight member churches in the GDR was explained at Plauen by Johannes 
Hempel, bishop of Saxony. It is made necessary by the existence of two 
German states, because of the social and spiritual situation in the GDR, 
and because of the different contributions of the member churches. But 
Hempel's explanations also express the concern that the Lutherans might 
come off badly in the mew church. He therefore pleaded that there should 


be no false concentration of power in the unified church. The new church 
and the eight regional churches should instead share their power. 


Conclusion: The initially euphoric plans for a new church federation in 
the GDR have been slowed down by the Lutheran Synod at Plauen, even if they 
have not been put on ice. That further progress is made m this road will 
be guaranteed by the laity who do not consider differences in faith as im- 
portant as theologians consider them. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


CLERGYMEN APPOINTED TO PENAL INSTITUTIONS 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Jun 79 p 5 


[Article signed "Ws.", datelined Berlin, 22 June: “Pastors for Prisons— 
Protestant Churches in the GDR Assign Prison Chaplains") 


{Text} Im recent months, church directorates of all eight Protestant 

Land churches in the GDR have appointed clergymen as prison chaplains 

for the penal institutions in the regions of the respective Land church. 
The possibility of a regular prison ministry in GDR penitentiaries goes 
back to the discussion held on 6 March 1978 between the executive commit- 
tee of the League of Protestant Churches in the GDR and the chairman of 
the State Council, Homecker. At that meeting Honecker had agreed in prin- 
ciple to individual spiritual care for prisoners and to religious services 
in the penal institutions. Of course, personnel and technical provisions 
would have to be worked out by the individual Land churches in conjunc- 
tion with the respective Bezirk councils and the GDR Ministry of the 
Interior. The ministry would have to approve every prison chaplain ap- 
pointed by the church before he could begin his service in the penal insti- 
tution. This has already happened in some Land churches. Most recently, 
the interior ministry has approved two clergymen appointed as prison chap- 
lains for the penal institutions of the Greifswald Land church region by 
that church's directorate. The two pastors have in the meantime assumed 
their duties. In other Land churches the approval of the GDR Ministry of 
the Interior has not yet come through. The League of Protestant Churches 
in the GDR is assuming, however, that these as yet outstanding approvals 
will be given in the near future, so that the appointed prison chaplains 
will then be able to perform their duties in all the Land churches. 
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HUNGARY 


MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON SOCIAL POLICY AT ENTERPRISE 
Budapest MAGYAR HIRLAP in Hungarian 27 May 79 p 5 


[Interview with Istvan Szigeti, Deputy Minister of Labor, by reporter Ilona 
Peter: “Social Policy at the Enterprises"; date and place not given] 


[Text] Istvan Szigeti was born in a peasant family in 
1926. He is an economist, did his university studies in 
the Soviet Union, He worked in the National Planning Of- 
fice for nine years, after 1956 he was secretary of the 
office's party committee. After 1963 he was deputy head 
of the Main Economy Department of the CEMA secretariat in 
Moscow. Following this for eight years he worked on the 
Economic Policy Department of MSZMP's Central Committee, 
then in the last three years as deputy minister in the 
Ministry of Labor. Among other things, the issues of 
social policy are within sis sphere of responsibilities. 


[Question] We have gotten used to it and consider it to be a natural that 
not only the state but our place of employment also look after our social 
needs. The care is planned. The enterprises work out the lines of their 
social policy activities, the path of development now not only for one year 
but for the entire time period of the five-year plan. Yet the question can 
come up: is the realization of the plans perhaps endangered by those re- 
quirements which in all areas of the national economy make better considered, 
financially tighter economic operation necessary? 


[Answer] Based on the information available to us, I can give a reassuring 
answer: realization of the enterprises’ social-cultural progress planned for 
the time period of the Fifth Five-Year Plan is proceeding at a good rate, the 
plans will all be carried out. However, it is the real truth that the con- 
ditions of further growth of our national economy have become more difficult, 
and today thé better thought out, tighter, more economical economic operation 
is also indispensable in the enterprises’ social policy activity. In my 
judgment, this is not necessarily accompanied by a decrease in material re- 
sources and cannot mean at all that the enterprises’ social policy tasks will 
be narrowed down. But in order for us to be able to carry out the social 
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care of workers at the present or at an even higher level, it is necessary 
that the central and local material resources be used in a coordinated, goal- 
oriented manner. 


[Question] When we speak of social policy, social care, we generally separ- 
ate the state's and the enterprises’ social policies. Yet we often confuse 
the coatents and functions of the two. At times we expect things from the 
state which can be solved only within the enterprise's framework, and vice 
versa. Our question is: What is the task of one, and of the other? 


[Answer] Yes, social care is accomplished on the central and local--enter- 
prise and council--levels. Each has its own function within the system of 
providing it. The central social policy activity is in general aimed at tak- 
ing care of the tasks on society's level, Among these are the services paid 
directly by the national budget and by social security, such as, for example, 
sick pay, retirement benefits and family subsidy. The task of the councils is 
primarily to take care of performance, operating, and also care and assistance 
tasks. The radius of the enterprises’ social activity extends over its em- 
ployees, its basic task is to aid in supplying the manpower necessary for 

the enterprises’ efficient operation and improve the working and Living con- 
ditions of its workers. The enterprises take care of a whole series of such 
social functions--for example, inplant feeding--which can be solved well only 
there, at the place of werk. 


[Question] Debate often follows the social policy of the place of work. Many 
people teel that only such social benefits are necessary which are enjoyed by 
the majority of the given collective, and exactly because of this they place a 
questionmark after expenditures which cost millions and affect only a few 
people. What is your opinion of the debates, what is the correct position? 


[Answer] Due inherently to its essence, social policy is stratum centered. 
It always endeavors to satisfy some socially justified need of some group or 
Stratum of society, or a unique need of the individual. The enterprise's 
social service also endeavors to satisfy the needs of the various strata of 
workers. Generally it also depends on the individual demands of workers 
whether or not they make use of some social service, or benefit, for example, 
fron reduced-rate institutional feeing or vacationing. The decision must be 
made after hearing the collective’s opinion. The collective produces the 
benefits which can be distributed for social purposes, and the correct thing 
to do is to decide on the basis of their opinions: how these benefits will 
be spent. 


[Question] Someone writing us a letter compalined: his wage was not raised 
in the Latest round of wage improvements, even though his retirement. is 
approaching. lis enterprise--he conplained--had forgotten about its human- 
itarian duty. In connection with this letter, we ask: what is the role of 
humanitarianism in the enterprise's social policy? 
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[Answer] If your letter writer actually deservec the raise in wages on the 
basis of his work, it is improper that he did not receive it. But I would 
like to declare it very unambiguously that the approach of retirement is no 
basis for a wage increase. The wage is no social benefit and its size and 
dynamics must not depend on social factors. In harmony with the principle of 
making the distributions ~ cording to the work done, the wage qust depend on 
the quantity and quality of work done. The rewards, bonuses and the end-of- 
year share distributions must also express this. Unfortunately this is not 
always so in practice. Some managers of workplaces give large wag? increases, 
rewards, bonuses tc workers before retirement which are not provortional to the 
work they performed, owt of erroneously interpreted humanitarianism. Even 
when this is done only nominally--that is, actually others get the money--just 
so that they increase the retirement benefit base of the person in question 
even with this. They do this instead of providing the worker with a job 
which is appropriate for his age and many decades of experience, since in 

this manner he could deservedly obtain the higher earnings. This is the 
really humanitarian behavior. But the opposite of this--that is, when they 
disregard the work--does not correspond to either the wage or the social 
policy principles, and not even to our views formed about humanitarianism. 

We must eradicate this financially and morally harmful practice, even if it 

is not a general one, Weighing the social circumstances of workers is a 

very important task of the leaders of the workplace’s state and social organs, 
it is really their humanitarian obligation, the decisive majority of them not 
only know this but also act according to this. This outlook and behavior aust 
be strengthened. 


[Question] In the span of five years the enterprises can spend a significant 
sum on social and welfare purposes. But are they managing these sums ef- 
ficiently? What tasks, in your opinion, demand priority? 


[Answer) It is impossible to define such priorities centrally in the enter- 
prises’ social policies which are good for everyone alike. As I have already 
mentioned, the needs must be thoroughly evaluated locally and decisions about 
the tasks to be accomplished must be made locally by involving the community. 
But regarding the sequence, I consider completely insuring fundamental social 
care to be very important. By this | mean improving showers and dressing 
room, the supply of working clothes, quality lodging and transportation for 
workers and inplant feeding. Improving plant child-care institutions, and 
supporting the construction of apartments by enterprises continue to remain 
important tasks. The efforts aimed in these directions also help solve the 
goals of society as a whole, not just the enterprise's interests. But there 


also exist forms of social care which in many cases ar. ; inancial in 
character but represent human care, consideration of cc. This cannot 
be ordered centrally, even though we cannot be completeiy .sfied in this re- 
spect either. And there are also tasks in the solving of wi.ch it would be 
necessary to cooperate with other organs outside the enterprise. Such as, 


for example, the transportation of workers. Today's situation is not satis- 
factory. The level of transportation is poor: due to its being disorganized, 
and to the extremely low level of utilizing efficiently the transportation 
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equipment (buses), it is also expensive. The enterprises can solve this un- 
blessed situation oaly together with the portfolios. 


[Question] Finally, we ask you to outline in what direction the social 
policies of enterprises are progressing? 


{Answer} We are already working in the Ministry of Labor on further develop- 
ing th: social care the enterprises are providing. Together with SZOT [Na- 
tional Council of Trade Unions! we intend to issue further developed planning 
guide principles for the Sixth Five-Year Plan's time period, based on ex- 
perience acquired thus far. The foundation for this is provided by the re- 
sults we have already achieved and by the economic opportunities of the enter- 
prises. We can see well that due, on the other hand, to the national economy's 
limited material opportunities, and on the other, to the increase of the social 
demands of workers the demand and need for planned, efficient and concentrated 
utilization of the means which can be used for social purposes at the enter- 
prise will increase. Thus the demands made on the managements of enterprises 
will increase in planning as well as in carrying out social care. Greater 
harmony is needed between the individual levels of the social policy institu- 
tion system, I am referring first of all to better coordination between the 
activities of enterprises and councils. Further progress is also needed in 
laying the (financial foundations of the planned goals, and the directing and 
Supervising activities of the chief authorities need improvement. 


In improving social care by the enterprises I consider increased partici~- 
pation by the workers in planning, implementing and overseeing social policy 
goals to be very important. We can solve this task successfully only in 
close cooperation with the trade union organs of enterprises. 


There is a debate also about whether there is sufficient opportunity for us 
to expand the system of social planning and through this the higher level of 
care for broader circles of the workers. But a decision about this--just as 
also about the specific extent of improving the delivery of care--can be made 
only in possession of more specific knowledge about the financial possibil- 
ities. 


However, it must be expected that the level, the growth of social care by the 
enterprises cannot be independent of the production and profitability re- 
sults. This can carry some orientation into the migration of manpower, since 
in selecting the place of work the workers take social services into consid- 
eration as one of the imvortant factors. 
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ANSWER SOUGHT TO SOCIALLY UNACCEPTABLE YOUTHS 


Protest Rock Group Speaks 


Budapest MOZGO VILAG in Hungarian No 2, 1979 pp 65-76 


[Article by Janos Kobanyai: “Safety-Pins and Leather Pants") 


| Text} "I beat on deaf walls, untouched by my music. 
This road is a vicious circle, no friend beyond the walls. 
I may go mad and beat my head against the wall, 
Making war against the gods, nor reach the stars at all...” 
“Jericho"--The Beatrice Group 


Since the beginning of the 1970's, when the rebellion of the flower children 
in jeans, the children of the middle class, came so spectacularly to an end-- 
here and abroad--the Budapest “tight-pants’” [csovesek] living ‘on the edge 
of the metropolis’ have made much of the larger rock groups in Hungary 
through their enthusiasm. But one after another these rock groups became 
successful and went to the shining palace on Vorosmarty Square and thus 
joined the well paying and conformist camp of the rock business. Thus also 
they lost their fans who could thereafter sec them as demigods on the album 
jackets in show windows, or possibly on television or could see them once or 
twice a year at concerts as dots seen from a distance protected by the high 
price of the tickets, by regulations, by police dogs and horses and the ranks 
of road gorillas. 


So the “tight-pants” had to seek new bands to whom they could shout close 

to the stage: “You're the king, Lajos." They loved them if they could invite 
ithe lead guitarist for a glass of beer or at least shake hands with them 
after the concert. 


Despite the apparently invincible fabric of interest the "“tight-pants” had 
successes too--as representatives of their unsatisfiable dreams of emancipa- 
tion--the Pyramid, which had an incredible career in a short time, the P. 
Mobil and the Mini, which played the more complex music of 4 narrow stratum 
for 10 years. 
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Most of them do not have record players on which they could hear their 
onetime favorites, nor even a room ot their own where they could perfect 
their music under tranquil circumstances. Their living circumstances are 
such that they can only consume live music. In any case, this is the ancient 
and natural way to listen to music, one which is denied by the business 
system which has taken over youth music, denied for other consumer reasons, 
which uses live music only for advertising. The “tight-pants™ cannot go to 
the clubs of the universities or culture houses which adhere ever more 
closely to the numerus clausus of membership documents--primarily graduation 
from a gimnazium. Those who do not attend a gimnmazium are excluded from 
certain places. Thus those who for some reason cannot enter the world of 

the discos, which spread the illusion of a bourgeois lifestyle, are doomed 
to live, aggressive and dissatisfied, a life or disillusionment and isolation. 
This experience gives birth to a new and spreading myth of violence, all 
those circumstances which create independent of foreign examples--which our 
press treats for the time being as a special Western fad--punk music and a 
punk style of life. 


Who Are the Tight-pants? 


Certainly, from 2ny point of view, the tight-pants are a wild and frightening 
group. Our respectable civil morality trembles before them in the subways, 
on the stones around the Blaha fountain, on the benches of “Lib” Square, 
before the youth parks and, in general, at every rock concert to which, in 
principle, all are admitted. In general they have short hair in contrast to 
the long hair bathed in colored lights falling to the siik or velvet, which 
has become treasonous. Even their dress has broken from the uniform jeans 
(to which many said farewell with some nostalgia even in 1972 but which had 
a triumphant return on the posteriors of fashionable ladies and pretty 
business boys strolling along Vaci Street, at least castrated from the 
expression of a worldview). The characteristic elements of their dress show 
where they come from--flannel shirts worn with tails out, tight readymade 
pants, slovenly long coats from the 1950's, army boots or shoes or leather 
pants and motorcycle jackets with homemade studs--once forbidden in Budapest 
but now made in the “hell shacks” [hell sek] in Cegled. What is Western 
about them can be easily acquired in Hungary (they do not need businessmen 
parents or Western relatives to follow their "opposition" fashion). They 
have safety-pins or metal rings stuck in their clothes, ears or face, toilet 
chains around their necks or--this is a Hungarian specialty--prayer beads 
and rouged faces. They give the impression of the memorable Brook film, the 
maniacs of "The Lord of the Flies” covered with pig blood. 


There has never been an organized attempt to map the origins of this "sect" 
which increased so obviously after the summer of 1976 ("There are more and 
more of us,” they say, and the public can warmly confirm it) but in the 
course of conversations it came out that they are all of worker origin and 
come, geographically, from worker neighborhoods--Kobanya, Erzsebet, Ujpalota, 
Ujpest, Angyalfold. And they come from worker families where the traditional 
gsmily has broken up as a result of the central problems of our society-- 
housing, alcoholism, defection, divorce--or individual tragedies. They have 
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been raised by mothers living alone, by aunts or state institutions; the 
older ones-~the spokesmen for the loosely cohesive groups--spent their youth 
in prisons or in the many correctional institutions of the country. Their 
behavior and their unique system of values is an “answer™ to the blows of 
their youth (and these »lows were not figurative), it is a bad and senseless 
rebellion--for it only makes the problems worse. 


The tight-pants (they also cali themselves “rags” and now, following the 
English “punks") have broken from tne typic?l life ideal of their contempo- 
raries, the postponing to the distart tuture the satisfaction of their dreams, 
to approach gradually through work the holy trinity of apartment, family 

and car, the materia! goods on which one can “build a good life.” They 
regard work as a necessary evil (so that they can be documented somewhere), 
they study no trade, changing their unskilled worker jobs frequently after 
long absences. They are willing to work longer at enterprises (Geodezia, 
Kartogratia, UVATERV) which provide the greater personal freedom going 

with surveying jobs. The “rags” flee from the stifling futureless present 
into very early alcoholism, drugs (this is most commonly reliance on the 
tranquiiizing alcohol called Parkan or “szipuzas"--inhaling glue | Technocol, 
Palmatex] from nylon bags) or into the brain rattling, serpentine rhythmic 
ecstasy of hard rock music. The other manifestations of their life are 
organized around the rock music too. Under the influence of drink and drugs 
and with the music, the flight-rebellion becomes complete, supplemented 

by the group feeling of comrades of the same ilk which gives strength and 
security. 


They gather about noon at the Blaha in the Astoria subway ar’ go from there 
together to the concerts and often into the country. Next week's meeting 
provides a theme for conversation, a plot, excitement and meaning for an 
entire week. Their actions also are linked to the concerts--insolent or 
violent behavior at the beginnirg or on departing, capering about during 

the music, indian dancing on the stage, mimicking shocking sexual acts, 

and repulsive grimaces. Al! of this gives them the illusion of a freedom 
felt during the minutes of intoxication, a distorted criticism of the Living 
conditions defining their fate. 


Knuckle Duster and Chain 


But in its naivete their thinking, necessarily made up of the traumas, 
just dissatis‘action and wasted lives, is even more frightening than their 
gestures, sticking out their tongues at a well ordered world. 


The Nazi 


it is not by chance that is given name is Ignac. His mother left the 
country without saying goodbye in 1956, allegedly geing to Sweden. His 
father died even earl.er in a factory accident--he was a ship builder-- 
and he was raised by his aunt. He was sent to  n ‘astitution for vagrancy 
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at the age of eleven. He was always skipping school at the time and he 
would leave h.s knapsack in a church so it would not be stolen. But one 
time he did not find his belongings behind the basin of holiy-water. Afraid 
of being beaten, he did not go home for 3 days. The police found hin. 
Then it was institutions and escapes--the Benjamin of the Nagyfa galeri-- 
the prison for juveniles. They taught him to be an engraver. But when 
he knocked down the master for some offense (the chief allegedly said: 
“Let the rotten tight-pants vagrant sweep out the shop") he finally left 
the industrial school. He has heid a few jobs off and on but has not worked 
now for a year. He lives off his aunt and by mooching. He is 21 years old. 
“Look, Hitler knew what he was doing, whatever you say about him. He gave 
young people a goal in life. You can make a living here too but it bores 
you to death. But war offered children excitement and adventure and I 

think Hitler was right. All the people killed? Yes, maybe so, maybe war 

is only great to people who haven't tried it but we can't try anything 

and even death would be better than this life where we are always the one 
getting hit. The Jews? They shouldn't talk; they are just as much racists 
as the Germans--I read that recently in a book titled ‘Racial Myth and 
Racial Hatred.* It was in Hungarian, published one or two years ago. I 

saw it. It says, you could read it too, that the Jews started racial hatred 
before anybody else. This is even written in the Bible. So nothing unjust 
happened to them. I have read lots of things, for example ‘Mein Kampf.’ 

It was in Hungarian too, | got it at the Tango. I got some national socialist 
papers from the Tango too. I am informed about everything. I have a buddy 
who is a sailor who translates from foreign newspapers. Did you ever see 
‘One Day of San Babila’? That was a class film. They can do a few things 
out there. Fights and stuff. After that film the “Felszabos' [| "“Lib”-- 

from “Felszabadulas™ or “Liberation"] leather coats picked fights with 
everybody on the square and caused a regular raw. You see, out there they 
are free to beat up communists. The ‘yards’ saw it and didn't do anything. 
"Deathheads’ was a class film too only unfortunately they banned it. 


“Anyway, afier next week I am going to work. Fero--you know the singer 
with Beatrice, he is a good buddy of mine--said he wouldn't talk to me 
if | didn't get a job. Though I see him for nothing. 


“I've been to the doctor. I am going into ships. Dad was in ships. But 
first | am going to make a new knuckle duster. Out of cast iron, that's 
good. I don't want to do like last time when I had an old lead knuckle 


duster. it lost its head and 1 hit the wali so hard that the lead got 
wrapped ali around my fingers and | had to cut it off." 


Crazy Sanyika 


\t the Locomotive concert in Taban on the first of May 1 photographed 
i gigantic gallows tatooed on his back as half naked and clinging to the 
shoulders of his comrades he fought his way to the stage. He has been in 














reform schools since he was twelve. They took him out of Pesterzsebet 

where “I grew up in the Brazil ghetto, among the Gypsies who taught me 

how to use the knuckle duster, the knife and the axe." He has six brothers. 
His mother is divorced from his father, a severe alcoholic. He worked 

3 months each in the dairy and baking industry and went to prison from 

the BKV {Budapest Transportation Enterprise]. He spent a total of 2 years 

in prison. He is 21 years old. He now lives in Rakospalota with his mother. 
There are nine of them in a two and a half room new apartment but often 

he “crashes" elsewhere for weeks. He has been working in the Vidam Park 

for 2 months as a helper in a buffet. 


“They sent me to reform school because music was everything to me and the 
council organs didn’t like that. Of course I got out of there as soon 

as | could. I know all the groups and have been to lots of concerts. I 

like hard punk rock. I go to see the Pyramid, the Mobile and the Beatrice. 
Now the Beatrice most of all, they have become the band for the tight- 

pants. What is punk? It is an anti-state organization.... OK, a movement 
then. What is essential is that it is anti-state. It is against the police. 
l hate them, they have beat me up often enough. 


"I had a teacher in reform school who taught me to play the trumpet. He 
said I had a great feeling for music. 1 can play the guitar, harmonica 
and drums but I gave them all up because I never had any money to buy an 
instrument, there's all kinds of instruments. 1 have written songs too 
because I am also a poet. Should I sing one of my songs?... 


“They sent me to prison for stealing. My buddies dragged me into it but 

l only got 8 months. I got the rest because of my German things. We talked 
German to each other in the cell and drew swastikas on the walls and I 
tattooed one on my thigh. This is because of my views; I prefer the 

German race to the Russians. No, 1 do not know German or any other language 
but my buddy did ard he had all kinds of newspapers at home. I never talked 
with a Russian. I am into sadism. Abuse somebody and torture them and 
enjoy their suffering. But I am not into it like the Germans who would 

even kill their mothers if they had to. I really love my mother; I wrote 
some poems to her. It wasn't her fault I got sent to an institution. I 
love my brothers too. And ay blood brothers with whom I have made a blood 
pact. I have lots of buddies; I am the favorite of Blaha. I share with 
them if 1 have a slice of bread. But I hate the conceited people who have 
lots of things they never earned, who got more and share with no one. I 
don't feel sorry for them; 1 would beat them up if I could. 


"Recently, maybe 2 weeks ago, on the Blaha, a dame was showing off, looked 
down on me if ' talked to her, she was larking around and wouldn't let 

me kiss her. i got ner around the neck with this chain and choked her. 
She could hardly squeal. No, nobody interfered.... I don't understand 

it myself. I wouldn't let anyone beat up a woman in front of me.” 


./" 
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On the Periphery 


The new band of the tight-pants now is the Beatrice. The name of this 
band is linked with the fashionable disco melody: “Come here, little girl, 
come here; they are playing the funxy music.” In the middie of the summer 
this year the leader of the group--iired of being in the dull third or 
fourth place of the beat industry--left his well established circuit and, 
not without some business acumen, dressed up a new band in the music and 
external forms of punk. For the most part the musicians gathering under 
his banner had similarly been knocking for long years in vain at the gates 
of publicity embedded in the extraordinarily strong alliance of interests 
associated with resounding success. Their pent-up, starved emotions 
define the hard rhythms and impatient, aggressive intonation of their 
music. There can be no doubt of their sincerity, the reality of a life 
Situation. It is not by chance that their first song comes from this siege 
experience. It tells of the walls of Jericho which “must be tumbled down, 
or get behind the walls.” The refrain: “The walls of Jericho, of Jericho, 
fell down long ago; Jericho, Jericho, your glory is in dust.” It neces- 
sarily found acceptance among those who have in their lives thus far found 
only walls. Their next composition is the avowal of a community found: 
"You were born in the gasoline fumes of the city; you are the motorized 
generation; Safety-pins and leather pants; Why did your life become so 
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different? 
Lajos Mikloska 


Lajos Mikloska is the bass guitarist and composer of the Beatrice. (His 
father is a hair dresser, his mother is a cashier. After repeated tailures 
he graduated from the Zsuzsa Kossuth Gimnazium. He studied piano from 

the age of eight. After graduation he studied classical guitar but the 

beat wave caught him up and--since this instrument was lacking in a nameless 
band-- he became a bass player. He became well known in one of the first, 
legendary rock groups, the Check-Mate, and when they broke up he joined 

the Korong (Disc). They were the first to try to torm a rock theater in 
Hungary and among other things they produced Jesus Christ Superstar in 
Hungarian. After a promising beginning he twice approached a wider success. 
He was invited into the Syrius to take the place of Miklos Orszaczky. This 
did not succeed. After a year of stubborn toil they put him out of Che 
band. A second time he was kicked out of the Koral--formed as a band to 


iccompany Zsuzsa Koncz--kicked out by Koncz herself, not because of his 

music but because of “behavioral preblems.” After this failure--when 

he was unable to sleep for one and a half weeks--he got a job as an un- 
skilled worker in construction. He worked at this for six months and then, 

in order to take care of a sick aunt with whom he had 4 support contract-- 

he made tapestries in a weaving cooperative. In the meantime he was put- 
ing poem music; Was ing to accompany himself on the guitar but 

it his first appearance--at a ball at the Industrial Arts Academy~--he 


broke down before the largely drunken audience and lost the desire to con- 
ti’ ue, ne got job in a tactory warehouse and then in 4 restaurant band 








he worked six hours a day with 10-minute breaks in an inn in Cracow. From 
here he was invited to join the new Beatrice. He is married and has a 
12-year old son.) 


“Well, yes, our public is on the periphery in every sense of the word. 

They don't go to discos or to jazz or even to other bands except maybe 

the P. Mobile. They do not belong to any sort of organization, such as 

the KISz or the like. Many of them do not have jobs or a place to live, 
because they have been kicked out at home and they travel around day by 
day. A lot of them have been in institutions, there are Gypsies and people 
who have served time. 


“We thought--I can certainly say this for myself--that these too should 
belong somewhere. We undertook to be the bard for the tight-pants. It 
has always been my idea to change people a little with my music, and in 
other ways. Money does not interest me. You can see where I am, I do 
not even have my own amplifier. We have to borrow the stuff. Of course, 
this hasn't worked out too well. 


"Il have found myself again now. I write new numbers week after week now 

like in old times. Simple songs, easy to note. These are the hardest. 

My God, how I started out.... 1 have written symphonies with several movements 
for large orchestras in this room. At that time I thought that was how 

I might change people, that that was what they needed. I have two drawers 
full of music. 


"The tight-pants stayed with us; we put on their clothes and we try to 
act on the stage in a way which is not unambiguously pleasing but which 
will not distract anyone. We meet outside the concerts too, we talk with 
the kids. Together with the Harta and Dusnok groups 40 or 50 of us camped 
for a couple days oa the Danube. We fight against the use of glue. 


"It really makes me happy if I can have an effect on someone. For example, 
we are visited by a l6é-year old little girl who is completely fouled up; 
she is in an institution now but she is always running away. We taiked 

to her for days to get her to learn a trade and bear that little time there. 
I went to the home and talked with the director. At first she wanted to 
kick me out. What was I doing there...168 hours listening to the group. 
Luckily the psychologist knew me from my time with the Korongos, every 
year we gave a free concert at the S. institute where she used to work. 

So they let Marta come to our concerts on the condition that she would 

go back on time to the institute. It looks like something has been turned 
around in her. She hasn't had any trouble for a month, she even exchanged 
her torn clothes for proper ones. Of course, it may be that these are 
only illusions... and day after tomorrow the police nay drag her out of 
some cellar.’ 





Siege (Alsogod, 25 August 1978) 


The tight-pants appear on the beach even in the forenoon--it is Thursday, 
a work day. They came on the 10 o'clock train; their following groups 
meet in front of the Astoria at 3 o'clock. They stretch out to sun bathe 
and take out the glue and nylon sacks. Soon there are dazed, mystified 
kids lying under the bushes. They drink a couple of liters of "kovidinka” 
[rock grape’ and then bring out a bottle of Tokaji aszu from a raincoat 

of indeterminate color, brought for the nameday--it is Lajos day--of the 
bass guitarist. They drink it, to his health, even before he arrives. 

A few members of the band come. An ovation. The singer: "You stink of 
glue. Let me give you some money. You should drink beer, you can screw 
up your brain with that too.” A girl with a Joan of Arc haircut takes a 
tube of Technocol from the hand of a child who seems to be 14 years old 
and throws it into the Danube. 


By afternoon the lady in charge of the culture house seems inclined to 

pay back the fee if the Beatrice does not show up. They show up. The music 
actually explodes in the tiny hall, the vibration of emotions trying to 
break out mixes with the rhythms. The well and effectively played numbers 
or the Deep Purple, the Rolling Stones and Spencer Davis and their own 
numbers forge the area before the stage into a mass of chaotic skin and 
hair and limbs in the shining lights. The suggestiveness of the production 
has an effect and strikes to the heart even those who condemn this sort 

of music and behavior. While playing the musicians thrash about on the 
stage; while the singer boxes with, flips and throws to the ground her 
powerful solo to the inventive accompaniment of the guitarist, the organist 
bites the keys and finally throws his entire body on them, rolling off 

to the ground, grabs another instrument from underneath and starts another 
round.... Finally the entire band is playing while lying on the ground. 

It is a real “happening"--something unexpected happens every minute. 


fhe locals--10 or 15 of them--are isolated like an island in the midst, 
following the events hostilely. They are all fashionably dressed, well 
featured young men. The ones from Budapest are a puny bunch compared to 
them. One of the locals grabs my arm. 


“Whose side are you on?” 


"What? | do not understand the question.” 

"Don't play with me. I see you taking pictures. For whom and why? You 
have some opinion, you have to belong somewhere?” 

"I photographed what | see and belong to no one." I would break away, 
mut he does not vel Me. 


"We should break up this rabble. Knock the glue sniffers to pieces. Don't 
you think so? 1 would like to throw them into the Danube. The band plays 








well but the audience would turn an honest man's stomach. We should wipe 
them out, pound them into the dirt. The ga.lows is too good for then.” 


Five or cen minutes later he hit a boy, who had knocked against him in 

the wild capering, so that he swerved off 3-4 meters. When the boy returned 
and asked, “Why did you do that?" he got a blow that knocked him against 

the wall. Then, the picture of honest disgust, he left the culture house 
protected by his friends. The answer of the tight-pants--they beat up 

three or four locals at the station, who had not been near the concert. 


Similar events can be deduced from a letter in issue No 39, 1978 of 
MAGYAR IFJUSAG from readers signing themselves “Connoisseurs of Wallowing”: 


"The Beatrice group played at the Erd culture house on 1 September 1978. 
In the first place, our message is not for the group but for about 50 of 
their habitual fans who call themselves the Hungarian punks. 


"1. A person is not modern because he goes around in boots, and icather 
pants with safety pins stuck in him. Although we do not paint our faces 
purple and blue and although we wash every day we do not feel the least 
out of fashion or consider ourselves to be provincials. In our opinion 
being modern does not begin with this. 

"2. Everyone has the right to feel comfortable in a public place but nobody 
has the right to ruin the amusement of others. We did not go to the culture 
house to hear your screaming or watch your spasms and wallowing on the 
ground but rather to amuse ourselves and dance. There was no way we could 
do this in the first place because you were behavine as if you were the 

only ones there and in the second place because you went beyond the bounds 
permissible for social coexistence. 


"3. We do not agree with those Erd youths who wanted to ‘educate’ you with 
fists. We would like to convince you, not with fists but with observations, 
that the life, style, dress and behavior which you represent are not modern 
but idiotic. We condemn what you do because, unfortunately, some of the 
adults judge us, the young people, on the basis of your behavior. We are 
sorry for you because your lives are very boring and purposeless and, what 
is worse, senseless. This is why we will not be Lappy to see you in Erd 

in the future. Think about what we have said to you.” With 61 signatures 
from the Buda Jaras and Erd Town Cultural Center. 


The Suburban Youth Park, 3 September 1978 


This youth park is a brick area surrounded by a high fence in the midst 
of a ruined, bleak, weed-filled, rubble-filled area. On the right are 
the colored blocks of a modern housing development and on the left are 
streets, lixe village streets, beaten into the earch. Inside on the 
screen, in the films of the Hungarian Fashion Institute, smooth moving 
female models take their places beside a shining bar and drink brand name 
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whiskey through blindingly white teeth. But the amplifiers are being turned 
on and “Fero" Nagy, the Beatrice singer, his naked upper body bulging from 
his cold leather jacket, appeals into the dark descending on the Park: 
“Please! Please, please. We are here and we will play. We hope the repre- 
sentatives of the press are here too. We could not begin without them. 
Please, please. You can write about us as you will. You do not have to 
ask us questions. We are not worth listening to. Twice in 168 hours. 
Right? So here we are. Only please, please...." 


Ot course, it is impossible not to go crazy from this, this tone, at once 
shocking and tending to run amok. These sounds go through the brain like 
the tail of a comet, releasing the restraining wires of everyday life. 

The little kids jump down from their seats and pound the pavement with 

their feet, jerking shoulder to shoulder, putting their hands to their faces. 
Some of them are painted like Indians. One little boy--no older than 12, 

the son of a janitor, who spent his last school year at concerts and on 
Lujza Blaha Square--puts vampire teeth in his mouth and dances grinning. 


Those responsible for keeping order push back, with word or hand, the 
jumpers who approach the stage. Then a staggering, hand flailing, long 
legged youth rises out of the crowd. Two grab him and kick him out. They 
throw him out the gate like waiters kicking out a non-paying guest. The 
little one with vampire teeth is next. In the grasp of the powerfully 
built guard the wildly gesticulating child, weighing about 30 kilos, looks 
like a lively grandchild on a walk with a kindly grandfather. 


The tattooed, painted faced boy does not go quietly. After being dragged 

a few meters he braces his back against the wall of the buffet. “Let me 

go, let me go, get your hands off me," he cries. In answer his eguards-- 

two hands on each arm--twist back his arms. The thin boy is again pinned 
twitching between the two pressing bodies. The tattoos dance on his muscles, 
the word PUNK written in rouge shows beneath his jersey on his beliy and 

on his neck rattles the chain made of safety-pins. The older guard--about 
90--hits his biceps with edge ot his hand. 


There is a limit even to the observation and registration of facts and 
events. Whatever the content of what has been or could be written this 
does not relieve one of the responsibility of action, of intervention. 
Spe iK Mp, bewildered and uncercain. 


"What are you doing with him? You have no right to do this.’ 


‘What's it to you S e off," 

. iw that did nothing; he was actii .ike a maniac and jumping just 
like the others, as 30,000 did a week ago at the Omega, with the difference 
that hve is painted up.” 

"What are you doing interfering? Get out while you can. Who are you 
anyway? What right do you have to interfere?” 
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“I am interested in the Beatrice group, what is happening here, what happens 
at a concert. I am curious about what is happening with these young people 


and why.” 


"Well then, go home, you have no business here.” He saw that I was not 
going. “Who do you think you are? Do we have to put up with this? We 
Want to entertain honest working youth here. And then we give a hand to 
what these anarchist rabble are doing. Even if there were only three of 
them in the Park they would have to be kicked out. Let them go home and 
have a row with mommy, but not here. Well, you dirty rabble, there's going 
to be a hot time, we're going to throw every one of you out. And Mr Journalist 
~-if you really are, because frankly you don't look like one--you incite 
these robble against “* and defend these nobodies. You stir them up and 
then take photograph .. the riot. I know these bums--we used to be in 

the motorcycle business. If you were in our place I don't know how you 
would restore order. It's enough trouble getting them out of here, we 
can't do anything with them after that. We are powerless, watching them 
gather around near the fence, and who knows what they are going to do....” 
And a third colleague rushing to their aid, they took their prisoner to 

the office. 


After some hesitation I went in after them. 
Questions and Doubts 


Collecting material among the tight-pants and, for exaaple, the figure 

of Crazy Sanyika, with whom I became better acquainted after his release 
from the office, perfectly convinced me that if I belong to anyone it is 
not to the tight-pants. Not only because of their clothes and raving 

but because of their primitive, almost fascist world view. In any confron- 
tation I would have to stand on the opposing side. I am afraid of them. 


But do we really have nothing in common with the conditions of life which 
form their personalities, which arouse our horror? Does anyone have the 
right to ignore their existence. It would be a vain dream to think that 
in the complex system of our social co-existence an intellectual existence 
like mine was not closely related to this rather comfortless, poor and 
wretched existence. Even if our present conditions do not force us to 
note this ignominious link. 


The exceptional circumsiances of an intellectual existence, worthy of 
a human being, have become objectivized in their eyes as walls to be torn 
down. And so also for the rich system of connections which support it. 


And the doubtless well-meaning materialist answer given with open arms 
at seminars is not reassuring--what is to be done? "We must improve the 
material couditions of their living circumstances." 
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These people ‘ive here and now, they are this way here and now, their 
effect is felt ever more powerfully here and now, and we have no reason 
to hope that their living conditions and world view will not be passed 
on to their children--to how many generations? 


The manifestations of their dissatisfaction are unacceptable to the social 
order, but they are understandable. There will be time for patience if 

in the meantime they can live lives worthy of a human being, can realize 
themselves. 


Visions of the future can never be reassuring. Those who think in a 
materialistic way must always reckon with those in a disadvantageous situa- 
tion in regard to social development, the inequalities of the increasing 
backwardness of those who fall by the way. The humiliated and oppressed 
fates deriving from a necessarily uneven distribution which--which in 
contrast to the misleading myth of the nut-tree of Janos Szanto Kovacs-- 
create, in addition to scanty goods earned with sweat, relationships which 
perhaps forever eliminate the possibility of true equality among men, social 
peace and true freedom. 
"We need something else,” something we have not yet found, social help 

and concern, the creation and putting into practice of new forms worthy 

of the essence of the human race--and the dim pictures 1 got when | tried 

to open my eyes suggest a change in the character and quality of our personal 
contacts. We need forms, for example, to return to our case, which deal 

with the negative phenomena of our society, phenomena which nevertheless 
belong organically to its development and functioning and even are co”- 
ditions for it, which do not use force isolated from or even working against 
our principles but rather use some other type of power. 


Ad 


I confess, I do not know “what is to be done.” This is why I am turning, 
with my questions and with the facts | have recorded, to a public which 
is wiser than 1 and which has, potentially, the tools for a solution in 


its hands. 


I know for certain only what I feel must not be done. Not "We must beat 
them until they stop beating us, there has been enough of this already,” 
and not the Western example of “taking over” of buying and commercializing 
what the tight-pants consider to be their own. “You will see, in 6 months 
they will be well dressed, their hair combed, entertaining themselves in 

my waiting room like the others and they will shake like a leaf if they 


come in to see me for 5 minutes. You will see that I am right,” thus 
one of the gentlemen who sit in the Music Palace on Vorosmarty Square. 
It is possible that what he says is more shocking than the brutality of 


those who keep order in a mechanical way. 


Why should we concern ourselves and get upset over the fate of young people 
who amount to 4 maximum of several thousand youths who play an unambiguously 
negative role is Hungarian society? Why is their society attractive-- 
for a time I abandoned the jazz which satisfies my intellectual musical 





tastes and went only to hear the Beatrice--the society of those with whos 
i cannot debate for we have no common language? How could their cause 
become my cause--l a graduate and perhaps even an intellectual??-~-Why did 
i get mixed up with them against my will? 


Their place on the periphery of society, their indescrible traumas, give 
a certain justice to their unacceptable and distorted thinking and way 

of life which declares the bankruptcy of my democratic and humane truths 
deriving from my books and way of life. The existence of the tight-pants 
-~-even if their number is insignificant--makes doubtful and uncertain the 
fortunate situation and existence of the researcher. Abstract force which 
puts a brake on wildness, the ever present probability of intervention 

by those who keep order and wear armbands, and drive the traumas only deeper, 
who would drive from their midst the undesirable elements--surely this 
can reassure no one, it offers no protection. It only preserves their 
anguish, the awareness of their contradictory existence. If they are not 
emancipated then the emancipation of us all is worth nothing. This is 

the essence of the unspoken and yet universal link. 


Thus, of all our links, this is the most timely and the most important. 
Here and Now 
An express letter, addressed to me by name with full address: 


"On 9 September 1978 we met for the purpose of trying to record, in the 

presence of the participants, the events which took place on 3 September. 

After hearing the testimony of those involved it was not proven that you 

called the actions taken by the preservers of order fascist actions. At 

the same time you continued to consider their methods brutal. We corrected 

this before you on the basis of reports prepared on 3 September. I unfortunately 
found that you did not accept the helpful intentions and at the beginning 

of the conversation you threatened us with court action and a ‘civil suit 

for slander.’ You made a show of your legal training and tried to lecture 

those present, including myself. 


"You admitted that on 3 September you were at the Youth Park, without 
journalist documents, as a guest of the orchestra. You unjustly interfered 
in the activity of those maintaining order in fulfillment of their pro- 
fessional responsibilities and who had proceeded against crude viclation 

of order in accordance with their professional responsibilities. it is 

not you task to judge whether two volunteer policemen (charged with main- 
taining order) can request police action or not. You were in the office 

of the Youth Park illegally, you were not inclined to identify yourself 

to the volunteer policemen upon which they told you to stay in the office 
until the police patrol arrived. 


"I have the right to decide who can visit the institutions under my 
leadership. On the basis of your threats and your behavior as described 
above I feel that you do not belong am og those whom we would like to see 
in our institutions. 
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“I thus request that you do not visit us again.” 
Signed, the Director, Budapest |1 September 1978. 
Seven cultural institutions were listed below. 


Naivete was the reason but | did not believe that they could legally exclude 
anyone--who was not under legal proceedings--from an open cultural institution. 
So there I was next week too. 


But in fact they can. I could not bring off a piece of business involving 
civil rights--purchase of a ticket at the window. They would not issue 

me a ticket authorizing entry to the Youth Park. The cashier told me to 
take back my money. 


It was still 45 minutes before the s rt. Until then I had to take a walk. 
Thinly lit streets of single storie: « ildings. On a well lit corner a 
restaurant named after the suburb bes hed out onto the street through 

its open door. The sidewalkin fror - it sparkled with urine, spit and 
vomit. Inside the orchestra consis g of Spanish guitar, violin and piano 
played Hungarian songs and then the . amber titled “It Is Hard To Say Farewell 
to Happiness.” In the steamy, bare hall beer bottles were piled on the 

tables like brown hand grenades. Young men with red faces sang along with 

the orchestra. One of them raised his chair above his head in passion; 

ome had to be afraid that he was about to hit somebody with it. 


The empty space around the Park was slowly filling up. Small groups came 
creeping out from every direction. Five or six of them were lying on spread 
out sleeping bags, green liter bottles at their feet. A couple of boys, 
dressed from head to foot in leather, were camping beside dilapidated bikes, 
tattered crash helmets in their hands. “Ragged” and “leather” children 
circulated beside the fense, new groups appearing every 4-5 minutes at 

the concrete corners of the fence. Clowing cigarettes gleamed in the dark 
like the eyes of wild animals. A bag of milk held to the mouth of a boy 
in dark glasses showed white like the moon. Some, seeking a better angle 
to see the band, wandered along the long fence. 


There may have been 30 or 40 of us, almost as many as were inside. The 
energetic rhythms came dissipated by the wind but even so they had power. 
The heads rocked back and forth, the boots kept time to the gusic. The 
little kid of the vampire teeth last week was sitting up on a corner post. 
He glanced about shiftily, frightened. Then, quick as lightning, he went 
over the other side and dived among the bushes and crept on bent double. 


I went forward and noted the cold, rough tron of the fence. In my impotent 
rage, under the influence of the music--the refrain “Why did your life 
become so different” drifts toward me with double strength--1 would have 
shaken it, but it would not quiver. 





Literary Group Seeks Dialogue 


Budapest ELET ES IRODALOM in Hungarian 9 Jun 79 p 2 
[Article by Janos Kobanyi: “With the Beatrice!"] 


[Text] “Social understanding will be absolutely necessary if we are to 
examine this critical bourgeois crisis phenomenon not only at the level 
of a sensation--Punk, in Hungary?--but comprehensively, seeking the motivation.” 
This was the end of Miklos Sukosd's report titled “Beatrice” in the 14 
May issue. I refer to it not only to call attention to my article titled 
“Safety-Pins and Leather Pants" which appeared in MOZGO VILAC on 10 April 
which tried to discover the social “motivation” of this phenomenon, which 
is not “bourgeois” but is closely linked to the reality of socialiss. I 
am also prompted to correct three intolerant responses in the Echo colum 
(surely the editors received other similar ones) and 1 am so prompted by 
the negative effect of the report elsewhere also. Sukosd's article has 

a certain imprecision and presented the problem superficially. 


Even the title of the report is misleading for it suggests that the Beatrice 
invented, if somewhat late, Hungarian punk. And it is simply false to 

say that it has undertaken to be “openly punk.” (We can hear just the contrary 
from the mouth of Ferenc Nigy, the leader of the group, in the television 
report film of 15 May.) The enemies of the Beatrice--seeking to ridicule 

it or failing to understand it--put the name upon them. And even if it 
would be better for some reasons not to “admit” that the dissatisfied 
emotions and bitter message of the group itself and of its fans, now 
numbering several tens of thousands, is organically linked to Hungarian 
reality, it is a culture with its own laws which takes up fundamental 
problems of existence and awareness in our society with what is really 

not just everyday strength and public effect. Did not inflation, the energy 
crisis and the economic depression, modestly presented in the report as 
special Western European and American problems, have an effect on us too 

in the 1970's? Do these problems not depress the Hungarian economy and 
virtually every sphere of our everyday life? (See issues number 1 aid 

2 this year of VALOSAG.) But independent of this, the housing situation 
which has not been solved for years and the negative consequences of this 

at many levels, commuting, life in the workers’ barracks, alcoholism, 
divorce, juvenile crime and the “second economy" which has an increasingly 
dehumanizing effect--do these not prove that we must admit not only the 

past but the present also? 





The Beatrice group is doing this. The one-time disco-orchestra--abandoning 
the empty rock and pop industry which has spread here too in the Western 
manncr--took up the fate of young people whe had gotten into disadvantageous 
situations, those about whom the report paints a disgusting picture simply 
from their defiant dress. There is not a word about their shockingly sad 
lives, their desperate hunger for love, their hopelessly narrow prospects, 
their outcast “wolf's fate"--which are the background determining their 
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behavior and way of life. It would have been worth while to devote a few 
sentences to an analysis of the products of this “undertaking." The music 
and words of Ferenc Nagy and Lajos Mikloska which finally, and unfortunately 
alone (which is why they are so effective), brought realism into the sphere 
of beat music. They are serving the reality of a life situation, providing 
a democratic space to the demands of the “lower ten thousand.” 


Without at least an outline of all this the reader can only get a false 
and “sensational” picture, can only get comfortable stereotypes. (For 
example, such false commonplaces as the idea that the disco audience is 
recruited from well-to-do youth.) This makes it possible for the reader 
to disassociate himself from the “society of the tight-pants.” But this 
is not a separate society, this also is our society, and every Hungarian 
citizen who thinks in a humane and honorable way has some responsibility 
for it. We have something in common with the living conditions which have 
formed the tight-pants who arouse our horror. Does anyone have the right 
to ignore their existence? Just because he lives under better circumstances. 
And it is a vain dream to think that in the complex coexistence system 

of our society the existence of anyone would not be closely linked to this 
truly rather comfortless, squalid life even if our present circumstances 
do not force us to take cognizance of this ignominious link. Abstract 
force which puts a brake on their wildness, the action of the keepers of 
order with armbands which only deepens their traumas, the ever present 
probability of intervention by “police on foot and horse, tear gas spray 
and rubber sticks” by which undesirable elements are kept at a distance 

or eliminated from our environment cannot be reassuring and can protect 

no one. It only strengthens our anguish. Without their participation 

our emancipation and happiness are worth nothing. This is the essence 

of the unspoken link. 


At every concert Ferenc Nagy says: "We want to be with you and go with 
you; either with you or nothing." Our reflex suspicions might regard this 
as a clever business trick. The struggle of the orchestra for its public 
(for example, that they get jobs and not use drugs) and for ever fewer 
opportunities to appear and their by no means symbolic fasting give credit 
to these words. 


The real rise of the "tight-pants"” society along side our socialist system 
should attract the interest of every thinking person. We shouid not ban 

or stamp out the Beatrice and bands similarly motivated or their ‘ans-- 

the response of Lajos Pato encourages this--but we should help them, debate 
with them, understand them and influence them. One cannot ban the public. 
This would not solve anything. The emotion, the rage, the just dissatis- 
faction and the intolerant reactions often pass over into behavior which 
can be called deviant. In its present situation our society is not capable 
of what is most fundamental--an urgent solution to their problems of 
existence. but culture, a "sincere word", clearing up these very problems, 
could give back much of that which, unfortunately, they never got from anybody. 





As the pop critic for one of the daily papers I stumbled into the Beatrice 
group and then into the sect of their public. The meeting--which meant 
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the end of my function as pup critic--was definitive for my life and work. 

I felt that it would be empty chatter to say or write anything about beat 
music if I could not write about the Beatrice and their public, could not 
speak up ior them. I agreed with the program of the Beatrice, which would 
like to see the real “rise” of this stratum which now lives on the “outmost 
periphery" of society and whose living conditions restrict, like a “numerus 
clausus,” their ambitions. I and a few of my friends and colleagues are 
trying with our more modest tools--compared to music literature is necessarily 
more modest--to get literature to speak in a medium, to awaken a need for 
reading .od culture, where this is not possible with traditioaal tools 
because of the unique conditions. Where the spoken word is more important 
than the word read. “'’e formed a literary group under the name “Extra 
Example” in cooperation with the Beatrice and for its public. We have 

found understanding with the members of the orchestra and with the receptive 
members of their public who are free of prejudices. We have had a few 
literary concerts which could be called successful. In the wake of the 
Beatrice article a hostile mood arose and a few intolerant measures are 
hindering these aspirations and opportunities. (For example, citing the 
article in ELET ES LRODALOM, they called off one of our joint evenings.) 


We would like to prove that our society is strong, sincere and tolerant 
and is able to face its negative phenomena, that it is not afraid to bring 
them out into the daylight, because otherwise they cannot be ended, cannot 
be solved. 


(The members of the “Extra Example” literary group are: Karoly Csato, Balazs 
Gyore, Judit Kemenczky, Athena Hadzopulu, Endre Szkarosi, Akos Szilagyi 
and Ferenc Temesi.) 


Editorial Note 


There is a need to awaken a desire for reading and culture in young people-- 
ind middle aged p.rople and old people-~-in disadvantageous situations. 

This work can be done only with spirit, sometimes only as an obsession. 

He who undertakes it must know his audience and this knowledge cannot be 
obtained without a certain degree of emotional identification. lt appears 
from the above letter that all these properties exist in the members of 

the unofficial literary group called the "Extra Example.” We wish them 

much success in their activity. 


But we would add the following. Hundreds of thousands live in Hungary 
below a certain «saterial cultural level and not all of them become 
tight-pants. We could narrow the circle. Not all of the young people 
living in Budapest under dis*dvantageous conditions go to the concerts 


of the Beatrice. Living conditions alone are not enough to make someone 

take up this life style. (Nor is it probable that the choice of the 

young people ment.oned took place with any special social or moral awareness. ) 
The public and fans of the Beatrice are distinguished from the rest of 


society by more than their age and disadvantageous social situation. 











They are also distinguished--in logical order--by the forms chosen as a 
garb tor their emotions, by the reaction of public opinion to the emotion 
which takes this form and finally by the awareness of their outcast state. 
in plain language, not even rage, reD«liious emotions and a teeling of 
having no way out are enough to make meone a tight-pants. It is true 
that the emotion is aot imported from the west, but the externals by which 
ithe tight-pants are distinguished trom the mass are relatively new and 

are contingent. The safety-pin and leather pants are not Hungarian in- 
ventions and they express nothing. But by their externals the tight-pants 
achieve their purpose--to be something difiterent. Their differentness, 

if you please, is more radical and more defiant than that of those who, 
five, 10, 15 or 20 years ago, also tried to be different. At least it 

is more striking. The tight-pants are before our eyes and it is difficult 
to “ignore their existence." They arouse heated feelings from public opinion. 
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There are those who beat them, there are those who mock them and there 
ire those who avoid them. Thus, at this moment, the choice of externals 


is being transformed into an undertaking. Existence at the periphery is 
receiving a moral justification. We are getting a tight-pants ideology 

but it is the ideology of the tight-pants, not of the “lower ten thousand,” 
the ideology of a group, and not of a stratum. 

Emotionally there is some justification for the understanding which a 
pinion is showing toward the “Hungarian punks.” 

The deviant behavior and the occasional crime do not speak for them. Their 


, 


fate is not Simply a police matter. 


smaller part of public « 


In the questior ‘ the “numerus usus we do not agree with the author. 


; iV itiZ = * na | L Ai > u not exc iude 4 he i [ or regular WOK. There arte more 
than traditional tools for public culture. For this reason we think that 
those living on the periphery of society can be helped by more than just 
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ENTRANCE EXAMS REVEAL FLAWS IN SECONDARY EDUCATION 
Budapest PEDAGOGIAI SZEMLE in Hungarian May 79 pp 441-446 


{Article by Matyas Unger: ‘High School Graduates at the Gates of the 
University. Lessons of Entrance Exams at the ELTE BTIK [Fotvos Lorand 
University of Sciences, Division of Humanities] ]} 


[Text] 1. The old and overcrowded building of our Humanities Faculty is 
besieged every year by masses of high school graduates applying for ad- 
mission. In 19/78 there were 1,231 applicants to the regular program: 

his is essentially no more and no less than the average of preceding years. 
One also finds that great numbers are trying very persistently to get in. 
This year almost one half of the applicants finished high school earlier 
and started out with the lessons cf at ieast one previous unsuccessful 
attempt. All of this proves the continuing great attraction of humanities 
and the great number of high school graduates who are willing to take the 
well-known risks associated with applying to the Faculty of Humanities. 

The OM [Ministry of Eduation] fixed the admission level at 245; when we 
subtract the number of those who were admitted previously, we find that 

the 1,231 applicants were competing for 123 places. (This was only slightly 
mitigated by a later addition of 40 places and the pre-admission of males 
found suitable for military service.) For years there have been four to 
five applicants for each place and in the case of some “fashionable” depart- 
ments there are frequently ten or twelve applicants for each place. 


By looking only at these numl «re one might think that the Faculty is enjoying 
an enviable position. This assumption is apparently strengthened by the 
fact, demonstrable by statistics, that approximately 60 to /0 percent of 

the applicants face admission with the maximal number of points (10) from 
high school and the percentage of those with less than 8 points is not 
significant. The value judgments of high schools expressed in grades and 
numbers are in perfect agreement with the characterizations which promise 


excellent students who can boast outstanding achievements in their chosen 
fields. Reality, however, brings us ever increasing disappointment every 
year. The entrance examinations are causing us more and more alarm. 

2. At the entrance examinations the university's demands correspond, more 


or less, to its own requirements. These requirements are determined by the 
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goals, tasks and programs formulated at the time of the most recent reform 
of the Division of Humanities about ten years ago, the character of the 
university and, in a wider sense, society's expectations with respect to 

the university. in more concrete terms, this may be put, for the case of 
our division, as follows: we expect applicants to be suitable for their 
chosen profession as regards their general education, specialized knowledge, 
talents and abilities, physical and psychological makeup, human and political 
behavior. Irrespective of his chosen field, the student should be able to 
present, orally or in writing, what he learned in a systematic and precise 
manner, in correct Hungaricn; he should be able to spell correctly and make 
mo crude mistakes; he should possess wide-ranging erudition in humanities 
beyond the boundaries of his immediate speciality, including at least 
familiarity with Hungarian language, literature, hostory and geography. 

We expect applicants to be widely read and capable of reading, i.e., have 

an eye for what is important; they should have the ability to emphasize, 

to understand and to apply what they have learned. This list is not in- 
tended to be complete; rather, we listed those points which the university 
could always take for granted in the past as a result of the historical 
division of labor between the university and the secondary schools. 


The entrance cxaminations, where applicants are confronted with the univer- 
sity's demands for the first time, are causing more and more anxiety every 
year. Despite greater allowances made by the OM committees studying 

the difficulty of the written tests, the resuits of the written examination 
Siready signal the fact and proven conclusively by the oral exams, that 

the gap between the demands posed by the two educational institutions is 
constantly increasing. As a consequence of this extremely regrettable state 
of affairs, university education and advanced training of specialists is 

less and lees able to rely directly on the secondary schools. The university 


is faced with a choice between sticking to its educational principles, 

plans and methods as they have been formulated in the past and accepting 

the fact that only a small number will be able to follow along these Lines 
with the desired results (wher ’ “cesult™ we do not simply mean a numerical 


average), or, as on altermative, assimilating, at least in part, the tasks 

and methods of the secondary schools and fulfilling its task by lowering the 
quality of university education. (Incidentally, one may wonder why prepara- 
tion for university entrance examinations is outside of the realm of secondary 
schools, at least insofar as regularly scheduled classes are concerned, 


and why is it left to the innumerable preparatory courses and paid tutors 
both inside and outside the schools.) These facts are all to be considered 
and does not change the fact that the entrance exams are deficient and 


in many important regards mot precise. The facts remain: it seems there 
is no use perfecting the methods of the entrance examination if we do nothing 


to eliminate the deficiencies found in education teaching. 

}. On our part, thi is the reason why we decided to take part in the 
debate which is taking place on the pages of PEDAGOGIAI SZEMLE. The 
debate scarted with criticiem of a single admission test but later turned, 
quite correctly, tanto a discussion of basic questions. By discussing the 


situation openly and tiy and summarizing our experiences we would 








also like to contribute to a better perce tion of the real situation and the 
process of tcking the first steps toward the elimination of existing 
deficienc’es. 


Our remarks are based on facts provided by reports, statistics of examina- 

tion committees, surveys of the Committee on Methodology as well as the 
debates and positions of the Council of the Humanities Division. Consequently, 
although this article is presented by an individual, its contents reflect 

the general thinking within the Division. 


Before discussing our experiences in detail, it seems worthwhile to say the 
following. It would be unjust and it is not our intention to pass summary 
judgment on the secondary schools and secondary school teachers whose 
efforts we do recognize: their work deserves our respect. (At the same 
time we do not deny the fact observed by others that secondary school 
teaching staffs are becoming duller and are increasingly lacking in out- 
standing individual teachers representing the type of ‘teacher-scholar’ 
with a first-rate scholastic preparation.) The causes and factors behind 
the low performance of secondary schools and the low efficiency of teaching 
are quite complex and, in general, cciginate outside of the school system; 
these causes cannot be discussed here. 


We cannot attempt to give an overall analysis of secondary school teaching. 
The systematic exposition which follows will examine on.y those aspects of 
general deficiencies which relate to students applying for admission. We 
will put together a kind of a “laundry list” of deficiencies which will be 
one-sided by its mature: it will, however, reflect real problems. 


4. Before going into a concrete analysis of deficiencies in general and 
specialized education, we must wention the unhealthy phenomenon, relating 
to secondary schools as a who'e, of the shocking differences in quality 
among the various secondary schools themselves. This means not only the 
apparently irremediable disadvantage (at least in the Humanities Division) 
faced by graduates of tne technical high schools. This could be explained 
on the basis of the character of such school*, which does not change the 
fact, of course, that for a student who is interested in the humanities, 
the technical high school represents a blind alley. (This is especially 
obvious in the case of foreign languages. For example, in 1978 a student 
who received 5th place in the Russian language competition among technical 
high school students in Bucapes. handed in an entrance test which received 
a failing grade!) Since about 35 to 40 percent of applicants are graduates 
of technical high schools, this represents « problem with implications for 


the ent‘re society. This is especially true since the students in these 
schools are primarily the children of worker and peasant parents: these 
parents therefore decide the fate of their children by putting them at a 


disadvantage in ihe humanities before the children could express their own 
opinion in the matter. (Those who, against all odds, can correct the 
situation successful and are admitted to the university, will feel the 
long-term effects of having attended a technical high school.) 





The differences are excessive also among the various gymmasia. This can 
only be explained on the basis or differences in the quality of teachers 


and the demands posed by individual schools). As a consequence, the social 
and technical reliability of secondary school evaluations is doubtful, to 
say the least. To put it more bluntly: many secondary schools, including 


some in Budapest with an excellent reputation in the past, do not help 

their students in achieving a realistic evaluation of their abilities and 
knowledge. Otherwise, how would it be possible for 10 point candidates to 
hand in a 2, or, not infrequently, 0 point test (this happens quite 
regularly), followed by a similar performance in the oral part of the 
examination. This can be explained, though not justified, by a striving for 
better grades, as opposed to better quality, in many cases on the past of 
many school principals under pressure from the cultural department. 


It is not difficult to see why admission committees are questioning the 
present scoring system by pointing to the contradiction inherent in the 
fact that applicants from more demanding high schools are frequently at a 
disadvantage. This is due to the fact that they begin their entrance tests 
with a lower score which, possibly, gives a much better indication of their 
preparation. ‘The race for high school se has become an end in itself: 
this is one of ¢ st vious weaknesses of the high school evaluation 
and admission process 


5. The lowering of secondary school standards can be measured most 
clearly as regards the knowledge of facts and abilities presupposing the 
knowledge of facts. We shall give a sketch based on a list of the most 
frequ y « untered deficiencies in the areas of Hungarian language 
and literature. history and foreign languages. (No attempt is made at 
completeness.) 


The education of secondary school students in the arda of Hungarian 
literature has been profoundly affected (negatively, thus far) by the 

nphasis p terary works and the related de-emphasizing of literary 
history and the almost total elimination of memorization. This tendency 
apparently did the most damage precisely to the understanding of literacy 


works. One finds, even in the case of applicants to the Hungarian depart- 

ment, that the literary work is almost totally separated from the writer 

because they know o little about the writer; the connection is loose 
‘tween the literary work and the age in which it was written and the one 


it describes, because in most cases there is a striking lack of historical 
knowledge; even among the better applicants, there are very few who can 


give a precise account of the chronological and geographical references 

within the work. (The lack of understanding with regard to the author, the 

work and the age was demonstrated by many horrible examples among analyses 
the poem “'Nuszt” handed in at the 1978 written admission tests.) In 

the case of the mas of applicants, "analysis" of the work boils down to 

giving a synopsis of the ; or an individual “translation” of poetic works 

into everyday speech. Vocabularies are small, even in the case of the 

majority of applicants, lLinguisti ophistication is lacking; as a result 

of the banishment of memorizing, one cannot expect more than three or four 


Li , poetry ri Ld retained y on applicants. 





Grammatical knowledge is no exception to the general process of deterioration. 
A substantiai portion of the applicants does not even reach the levels 
demanded in the upper grades of elementary school. They are uncertain 

about parts of speech, parts of a sentence and word structures and they 
confuse word components. Precise definitions and logically structured 
answers to questions on grammar are a rarity. (This may be related to 

the elimination of grammatical definitions from the requirements of 

maturity examinations.) 


There are jusi as many problems in the area of foreign languages. Due to the 
speech-centered teaching of languages in secondary school education, oral 
fluency is on a medium level but linguistic sophistication and awareness 
remain very low. Even in the case of relatively well-qualified candidates, 
language proficiency is restricted to stereo-typical phrases and creativity 
is lacking. Knowledge of grammar is deficient and vocabularies are small; 
as a result, they have difficulty reading and understanding foreign texts. 
It is sad to find that very few of the candidates have read any literary 
work in their chosen foreign language; most of them have no literary 
background whatsoever, not even from Hungarian translations. Another 
consequence of the narrow language teaching directed exclusively toward 
practical aims is the lack of knowledge regarding the countries and peoples 
speaking the languages they have chosen, their history and culture, etc. 
Even those facts they should have learned within the “core” high school 
material are unknown. (This overall grim picture is not altered by the 
occasional appearance of better educated and better prepared candidates.) 
The problems of our departments teaching living foreign languages are 

well illustrated by the fact that they are forced to revamp their entire 
educational system because of the declining linguistic competence of high 
school graduates. For many decades, lectures in foreign languages were 
naturally presented from the start and were devoted to theoretical problems 
in the Linguistics and literature of the chosen language. Language depart- 
meats are now being forced to sacrifice the first year to lay the foundations 
required for university level teaching. 


The results of history examinations are just as disappointing. The majority 
of high school ,raduates possess a narrow historical scope; their factual 
knowledge is rudimentary and their conceptual framework is vague; their 

view of history is rudimentary and consists only of empty phrases. (This 

is related to the fact that their entire Linguistic competence is built 

on hackneyed phrased reflecting shallow thinking.) Due to the narrowing 

of horizons, earlier centuries of both universal and national history are 
almost totally ignored and a compassionate t_acher would prefer to avoid 

all subjects related to historical periods preceding the 19th century. 
However, those who think that this loss is compensated for in-depth knowledge 
of the present and the recent past, are mistaken. The lack and vagueness 

of factual knowledge contradicts this directly. (This could not be expected 
of those who have no idea of the sequence of events leading up to the Soviet 
Republic, do not kr ow what KPM [Hungarian Communist Party] stands for, those 
who take great liberties in putting Karolyi at the most varied points in 
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1918-1919, those who canoot distinguisi between the characteristic features 
of bourgeois, bourgeois-democratic and socialist revolutions, etc.) Lack 
of objective data and reliable chronological and geographical information 
results, for the majority of applicants, in the lack of temporal sense, 
resulting in the most absurd mixups, bizarre associations and total 
indifference toward casual relationships. The lack of well-founded informa- 
tion, superficiality and imprecise use of concepts prevent the formation 

of historic awareness. Historical analysis of events, processes and 
relationsuips is replaced by an unhistorical application of “exploitation,” 
“oppression,” etc., and a steady stream of empty phrases. (In fact, as 

we approach the present, the number of facts decreases and the number of 
empty phrases increases.) (“Hungarian workers were unified by the 
oppression"; “The oppression of workers reached its nadir"; "With the 
defeat of fascism the feudal-imperialist system died but its destructive 
forces continued to exist,” etc.) Not so long ago it was stili possible to 
build on high school material. Factual knowledge acquired in high school 
provided a suitable degree of general awareness and the task of the univer- 
sity consisted merely of studying sources, the technical literature and 
scientific research methods. Today we are struggling with the problem of 
trying to make up for the most indispensable material with the least amount 
of time wasted, so that we can start on our work proper. 


6. There are some aspects of the entrance examinations which may be con- 
sidered aside from the student's chosen field. First, we will discuss those 
relating to written tests, then those whicn are revealed by oral examinations. 
Applicants to the university are less and less capable of composition. 

_Here we do not mean primarily the contextual side (i.e., that the school 
models have the crippling effects or that independent thought is rare 

or that texts are stereotyped, etc.; what we mean is that most of the papers 
lack a clear and visible structure or logical thought process. (Sometimes 
paragraplis are severai pages long.) Complaints about careless expressions 
and unsophisticated usage are universal. The majority of the applicants 
have a small vocabulary and are deficient in their chosen field's profes- 
sional terminology. 


Spelling mistakes again are rising at an alarming rate. Mistakes related 

to past tense and objective case are on the increase, as are errors involving 
the distinction between "j" and "ly." Names of countries and dynasties are 
consistently misspelled in historical texts, as are words such as “sullyed," 
“fojt,” "folytat"™ which occur frequently in historical texts. 


If the preceding is not worrisome enough, one has only to look at the format 
of the papers which immediately reveals the lack of necessary self-discipline 
and concentration. (These attributes are necessary in all waiks of life.) 


Following the examinations this year, every committee complained about the 
lack of real interest in the applicant's chosen field, as evidenced by the 
oral examinations. This was indicated by several concrete signs. For 
example, they had not read anything beyond the very limited school material. 
They could provide only simple generalizations about compulsory readings 


from their ‘favorite” writer or poet using thoughtless commonplace phrases. 








They were not -amiliar with the »opular Literature on linguistics and style. 
Applicants to foreign language departments knew very little about the culture 
related to their chosen language, etc: they were unfamiliar with its litera- 
ture, even from Hungarian translations. Applicants to the history department 
were often confused by the question: Which historical period are you most 
familiar with?" One may reasonably assume from the serious lack of interest 
that only a few were familiar or had seen a professional journal or had 


read informatiwe scholarly articles. 


All of this is related to the decline in the demand for well-rounded educa- 
tion. The lack of such a demand can be the only explanation for the fact 
that most of the applicants wei» unable to talk about a theater or concert 
experience or a fine arts exhibition. This lack of demand for culture is 
Signaled by an applicant to the German department discussing the >lot of 
"Mother Courage” while wondering about whether the Thirty Years’ War took 
place in the 19th or 20th century (!), or by the fact that not a single 


applicant to the French department was able to adequately reply to the 
question relating to the Paris Commune; or, that the majority was uninterested | 
and uninformed about daily issues of domestic and foreign policy, etc. The 


list may be continued at will to illustrcte our disheartening experiences 
regarding both the applicants’ chosen fields as well as the general level 
of education. What do these uninterested and uneducated masses expect 
from the university? 


7. Of course, there are some high school graduates in some exceptional 

cases whose performance is good and even outstanding. Behind these one can 
invariably recognize an outstanding teacher with high personal standards 

and a student who is determined to rise above of the grey mass with 

ability, hard and concentrated work. Unfortunately, the number of such high 
school «tudents is declining (or, in any case, less of them are coming to the 
Division of Humanities). We must not, however, accept such a low percentage. 


We agree with a committee statement to the effect that “the problem is not 
primarily with the young people, because the talent of the applicants 

still shines through. The deficiencies are in the education they receive 
and is responsible for the fact that their performance is so far below théir 
abilities.” We, too, agree that the decline in the quality of secondary 
education is not due to tate. The rresent situation came about as a result 
of a great many factors which are ia part independent of the schools or 
education authorities. wever, there are clearly visible causes which 
could be eliminated: ur i contains some grave deficiencies which may 
be repaired, although this ll not be an easy or rapid process. 

8. From our standpoint, t' t of these problems lies with the campaign 
to reduce the importan: education the humani.ies and subjects vithin 
the humanities. ere a : lding important positions in 
public education who | t and continue cto think that the Hungarian ideal 
of education in th: ixti as been in need of a fundasental reexamination. 
The root of the matter, of course, does not lie with this. Each generation 


has the right he rs ff |v) ; 4 the pre ent and the future and the 





year 2,000, and to define its ideal of education according to this and there- 
by shape the cducational system. In our view, the problem started when 
narrow practical views came to be inplemented to meet the neecs labor 
requires of the national economy anc the scientific and technological 
revolution. Humanities were perceived within this framework as a burden- 
some requisite of outmoded educational concepts because their importance 

in the formation and development of personalities and world views vas not 
taken into account sufficiently. Fortunately, however, these views en- 
countered some resistance; nevertheless, they were still able to leave a 
long-term impact relative to the social prestige of certain subjects 


‘ 


and in ministry directives concerning public education. 


Particularly depressing from our point of view is that the number of gya- 


nasia, the secondary schools providing broad and generalized education 
in the humanities, is considerably declining in favor of the specialized 


and especially technically oriented secondary schools. (We will not dis- 
cuss the experience of many decades showing that graduates of gymnasia 
have always performed better in the mathematics and physics departments of 
technical universities.) On the other hand, the atmosphere in most 
technical high schools is such that subjects in the humanities are just 
barely vegetating. (lt is difficult to resist the role of Cassandra when 
discussing the possible long term social and political effects of such a 
state of affairs.) 


Gymnasia themselves have been transformed in the vain hope that they can 
engage in practical training, and they assumed many practically motivated 
traits. In some sense, they want to graduate “trained” people; to this end, 
they sacrificed many aspects of their character as an institution of general 
education, affecting their openness and, unfortunately in the majority of 
cases, their high standards. (We would like to remark that we have some 


worries regarding optiona) courses to be introduced in the future, precisely 
for thie reasen.) 


9. Teacher training of humanities faculty was very adversely affected 

by the elimination of history as a compulsory subject for comprehensive 
secondary school examinations. This was a clear expression of that value 
system and educational ideal which considered history and everything included 


within history as a subject as less important than it has been at any time 
within the past iUU years. (ln our opinion it is indispensable to have 
graduating high school students, irrespective of their future vocation, 
demonstrate that they have a general overview of the course of human history, 
its direction, that they know about the major turning points in the national 
history, that they are able to apply the fundamental theses of historical 
materialism at a higl ol level, that they have the required ability to 
think dialectical ind ace sensitive to sociai and political questions 

on t asi yf Marxi view of history and a solid knowledge of the facts.) 
The de-emphasizing of histor x a damaging effect on the education 

faculty in more wa ne. On the one hand, specialized teaching of 


ory: ubiect - nat nee alec mands solid historical knowledge 








and awareness (even in linguistic and philosophical studies). More important- 
ly, the historical element is indispensable in the material, outlook and 
research methods practiced in all fields of the humanities. Consequently, 
our division was quick te notice the rapid decline in historical knowledge 
and thinking: acting upon a proposal from the methodology Committee, the 
Faculty Council asked the OM to require comprehensive eryaminations in 
history for applicants to humanities departments or to specify that those 

who did not take comprehensive examinations in history would have to make 

up for this at the university. (We are pleased that. according to all 
indications, history will again be made a compulec:,; subject of comprehensive 
examinations.) 


10. “he openness and ,eneral educational goals of secondary schools vere 
further narrowed by the continuous decline of the importance of comprehensive 
examinations: they became non-functional especially in view of the regula- 
tion which assigned secondar: school scores exclusively based on the subjects 
of entrance examinations, as cpposed to earlier practice which paid more 
attention to general education and well-rounded general efforts. This 
provided an incentive for students and parents in general to concentrate 
exclusively on the selected major. The detrimental effects arising from 

this are well known to everyone who is intimately familiar with school 

life or entrance examinations. During the junior and senior years of high 
school the students’ efforts were restricted to their own subjects, and 
resulted in a declining quality of incertain subjects in spite of the best 
efforts by the teachers. (This is one of the reasons why high school 
students Look for extracurricular opportunities in the subjects of the 
entrance examinations.) These regulations finally led to a situation 

where in many cases high schoo! students would come to the entrance examina- 
tions with scores far above their real abilities, while their general 
educational level was lower than it could or should have been. (It is our 
sincere hope that changes are in preparation in this area and that we can 
expect a .low rise in the quality of general education within a few years.) 


ll. The regulation which proved most damaging during recent years was the 


reduction of subjects taught. This reduction was dwe to maximalism. It 
is true that maximaliem, the “original sin” of every educational systea, 
was indeed rampant in textbooks and syllabusses. There is no doubt that 
the problem was real. However, wo regarded and continue to regard the way 
in which thie reduction wa implemented a faulty, at least insofar as the 


humanities are concerned, 


Aside from the exclusion o! netitutions and universities combined with a 
campaign atmosphere, the reduction of the material to be covered was carried 
out by classifying material into “core material,” “supplementary” or 
‘introductory material” and “ommlastible.” The differentiation of instructional 
material and the use of distinguishing typeface in textbooks is to be 

welcomed, although it not without precedent in our education and text- 

book Literature (Ten or twelve years ago the right to differentiate 

was the ul lect 2 fiitticult tru gle within the class concerned.) It 

is always possible le let : instructional plan but the practical 


effect en j a1 j irfiably destructive in 





practice. Thus, the differentiation of materials was correct, but rigidly 
tving the hanes of the teacher in selecting particular topics proved to 

” avery unfortunate «step. (This he can relate but cannot require; this 
may be omitted; this se canmot ment.om in the class, at the risk of dis- 
ciplinary measures.) 


in the interest of clarity it may be worthwhile to bring up a few examples 
of what was omitted from the core high school msterial as a resuit of these 
regulations because they are only “marginally necessary” components of 
general education. 


In universal history, with mo attempt at completeness: Sparta, Alexander 
the Great, the Punic Wars, the investiture struggle, the Crusades, the 
great geographical discoveries, the counterreformation, the Netherlands 

War of I vendence, Enlightenment, the Holy Alliance, the utopist vriters, 
Italian Unification, tre American Civil War, the characteristic features 

of British, French and German imperialism and each and ali summsrizations 
of scientific ond cultural history. 


Missing from mational history are: the Tartar invasion, the development 


of the Eetat , the eplitting of the country into 3 parts, the expulsion 
of the Turse trom Hungary, the Pragmatica Sanctio, the reform national 


assemblies, absolutism, the economic progress between 1867 and 1900 and 
the Monarchy during the First World War. 


The i lementation of subtect material reductions and the obsession with 


ore material ive been determining factors in the work and quality of 
our secondary schools for the past few years. This concentration on 
“core material” has the practical effect of lowering standards leading to 
a decline im preparation, factual knowledge and, what is even worse, the 
abilities of applicants. ith the prevalence o/ such attitudes the natural 
function of ¢t school is being lost, which should be to teach every student 
is a : ae the ability to absorb. The entrance examinations provide 
mple pr show that ‘king mediocrity the norm does pot even result 
in t< raty. ven our colleagues teaching in secondary schools were 
voicing their profound consternation. They found that the majority of the 
pplicants was unfamiliar even with the “core material.” The anti-factual 
attitudes accompanved the recuction bandwagon led to a situation where 

en ft minia list of facts necessary ¢t rm an opinion is lacking. 
As a result, the candidates are unable to grasp logical relationships. 
Our contri ion ered om existing problems. These are the negative 
phenon if s more and more difficulties and hardships for 
wuniversit ppiican t uccessiul and unsuccessful. The situation 

i “- to 1 jeaual observer. tatistical averages and 
less nanding ts ma isk many things and some truly outstanding per- 
Lormancs mal yw torget a preat deal. Reality persists, however. The 
negative : a ment ion ire ivine an increasingly powerful effect 


ever ear lange? irceular eff t cannot be discounted the 











university starts with students whose education and abilities are weaker; 
then, it turns out weaker graduates and everything is repeated once again 
on an even lover level. 


This is not intended to reduce our responsibility. We do not wish to create 
an impression of a university education with no serious +lemishes at all. 
Universities and, in particular, education faculties have a lot of urgent 
tasks. Our programs, methods and instructional structure require wide- 
ranging reforms. It would be impossible to attempt to give even a brief 
account of our problems and germinating reform plans within the framework 
of an appefidix to this article which has a completely different purpose. 
We are aware of the fact that these questions are inseparably intertwined 
and secondary schools, universities and elementary schools all are part of 
this complex. In our view, success can be assured only if decisive steps 
are taken for public education as a whole. 
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HUNGARY 


PRESS SHOULD DEAL WITH PRIVATE GRIEVANCES, WRITER ARCUES 
Budapest ELET ES IRODALOM in Hungarian 19 May 79 p 3 
[Article by Bulcsu Bertha, in the column "Phenomena": “Ethics in Practice”™] 


[Excerpt] Im the April issue of MAGYAR SAJTO, under the title “Some 
Observations on Matters of Ethics,” Jozsef Varga published a piece in the 
12th paragraph of which one can read the following: “There continues to 
be much privatization. Certain colleagues dish up their own petty 
grievances as public fare, and thereby cause displeasure to the reader. 
This behavior damages the credibility of journalists with those offices 
and institutions that are under the obligation to act on complaints. It 
is worth giving attention to a statement of the Committee on Ethics, to 
the effect that such privatizing commentaries are often published by 
famous leading writers and journalists who otherwise have a well-deserved 
reputation ¢ rank in the profession.” 


There is a great need for the work of the Committee On Ethics of the 


Writers Union, and all of us owe a debt of gratitude for their labor and 
their rigor. The llth paragraph composed by Jozsef Varga concerning the 
Statements of the Committee on Ethics, however, perplexes me as a private 


person. I do not know what privatization is; and if there is such a thing, 
where are its boundaries? Nor do I understand the dishing up of one's own 
petty grievances as public fare. If a journalist goes into a shop in the 
morning and does not get any bread becausee it has not arrived yet, is this 
his private concern, or a public matter? He takes a day off and spends 


the whole day waiting for the people from the repair enterprise, because 
his television has broken down or the water in the bathroom is ankle-high, 
and the repatr people do not come. Now is this a private grievance, or a 
public roncern? Nv er state nor private firms will undertake to put 


back or replace fallen wali tiles under 10 square meters. How can one 
classify this? 


\‘s a result of his situation, the journalist can put all this into words, 
but other people, who are passive parties to the same concerns, can do so 
only rarely. The journalist speaks in their place. This does not cause 


lispleasure in readers, but joy that at last somebody is writing about 
their worries. According to Varga, all this damages the credibility of 
journalists with the offices and institutions that are obliged to act on 


complaints. 
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I do not understand. Why does it damage it? If ewer the 
inscitutions do bad work, then this does not damage the credibilitry of 
journalists, but that of the institutions. The press and journalism were 
not, moreover, invent for the purpose of winning the good will of offices 
and institutions. Honest journalism always undertakes to paint a realistic 
picture of societ, and of the surrounding world; in the interest of progress 
it orients, informs, instructs, and critically uncovers mistakes and 
anomalies, and seeks ithe road to improvement. If this does not please 
offices that do their work badly, then journalism is heading on the right 
path. 


offices and 


Finally, famous writers and leading journalists get thrirs, too, in Jozsef 
Varga's article, for it is they who often write the privatizing commentaries, 
although they have no need of this, because they have we!l1-deserved reputa- 
tions in the profession. As if young writers and jouranliuts would write 


the cosmentari« in order ¢t wcquire well-deserved reputations, and then 

the whole business could be dropped. The commentaries are born because 
people, among them journalists and writers, from time to time encounter 
exasperating, shocking matters and social phenomena, These matters must be 
written about. his is a question of honesty even if the Committee on Ethics 


subsequently censures them for this. There are, moreover, great Hungarian 
traditions of this nesty. 


Mention of the matter of privatization is in any case perplexing. It is 
very hard to write news today, because enterprises and institutions have 
won for themselves a right of questionable character, by virtue of which 
their staff and workers may express opinions in the press only with their 


permission. We all hear weekly on the radio and television that report: 
could not be completed because the directors of institutions obstructed 


them. One of the most recent cases unfolded around an explosion on Tanacs 
Blvd, when a radio reporters was ejected from the scene, and was not willing 

to express his opinion in the matter of either a half-blown up house or 

the completely blown up streetcar service, because he had not brought 

special permission from the boss in charge. This permission system, moreover, 
has led to the result that a worker visited in the factory may make statements 
about either his personal feelings or hi iffairs only if the manager or the 


personnel director authorizes it. It is scarcely necessary for me to 
formulate what this procedure quaiities as. The result is spectacular in 
any case. Aside from workers called into the office by the chiefs, and 
making official deciarations, workers have disappeared from the press. 

They are there, of urse, but only well-groomed ones, whose character, 
personality, and stake in the plant guarantee that they will say nothing 
that might be embarrasing t enterprise. Nowadays the press operates 
mostly on this. n the era of : iali lemocracy, which I, too, ho .d in 
great regard, journalism is not it 1 easy position. 

What can the journalist do under such circumstances? Obserwe, and describe, 


without any permission, what he sees, his own experiences, and his opinion, 
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POLAND 


FAKE ‘TRYBUNA LUDU" ANNOUNCES CIEREK RESIGNATION 


London DZIENNIK POLSKI in Polish 26 Jun 79 p> 4 


[Text] The inhabitants of Krakow, Warsaw, Czestochowa, and other cities 

in Poland did not believe their eyes when they saw the official party organ, 
TRYBUNA LUDU, announcing that Gierek had stepped down, that the party had 
been dissolved, and that Karol Wojtyla had been consecrated King of Poland. 


This was a fake TRYBUNA. Copies of it were pasted at night on the walls of 
houses, on tree trunks, at automobile parking lots, on benches in parks, 
and in other places. They had the appearance of authentic copies of 

the party organ. 


It proved possible to transport 5,000 copies of TRYBUNA LUDU into Poland, 
after which they became the objects of searches and purchases. Up to 

$40 was payed per copy, which in contemporary Polish circumstances consti- 
tutes a small fortune. 


The authors of the joke and of the “satiric guerrillas" operation are four 
journalists, two Italians and two Austrians, who explained at a press 
conference in Rome how they led the Security Service and the Polish customs 
officials off track. 


These are two Italians from the weekly IL MALE (EVIL), hiding under the 
pseudonyms of the known comedians, Groucho and Harpo Marx, and two 
Austrians, hiding under the pseudonym "The Hegel Brothers." 


In this operation they did not use their real names cut of fear of police 
repressions, and for several days the Warsaw authorities were convinced 
that they were dealing with a provocation bv Polish dissidents. 


The journalists made use of the cooperatioa of smuggling specialists, who 
hid 5,000 copies of the fake TRYBUNA LUDU in two automobiles, a Volvo 

and a Mercedes. As they now state, the man who did this did it so pro- 
fessionaliy that the Polish customs offices found nothing, although they 
almost completely disassembled the cars during the customs inspection. 
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The four authors of the joke came to Poland through the Czech border and 
left Poland through the German border. In all the larger cities through 
which they passed they distributed the fake TRYBUNA LUDU, about which no 
one at first, not even the militia, was suspicious that it was not the 
authentic party organ. 


The two Italian journalists are past masters of faking daily newspapers. 
For over a year they have been publishin 


w satiric fake issues of the 
maior Italian dailies. Every time thev announce that their news are 
"4. tun" So ae , — |  _ ‘ +, i - a 
exclusive and sensational, such as “End of the Historic Compromise of 
the Communists With the Christian Democrats,” while the two sides stayed 


on the best of terms with each other. 


» > 


Each time their forgeries are sold in Italy in tens of thousands of cories, 
ind their victims, the real i‘tournals., generallvw restrain themselves and 


do not institute legal proceedings. 
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ROMAN TA 


BUCHAREST SESSION EXAMINES EUROCOMMUNISM, WORKERS MOVEMENT 
Bucharest ANALE DE ISTORIE in Romanian No 2, Mar-Apr 79 pr 37-51 


/Articie: “Scientific Session on the 40th Anniversary of the Great Antifascist 
Demonstration of 1 May 1939, the 35th Anniversary of the Establishment of the 
United Workers Front and the 90th Anniversary of the Designation of 1 May as 
the Holiday of the Workers"/ 

/Text/ On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the great antifascist and 
antiwar demonstration in Romania (1 May 1939), the 35th anniversary of the es- 
tablishment of the United Workers Front (1 May 1944) and the 90th anniversary 
of the designation of 1 May 48 international celebration day of the workers, 

a scientific session with the theme "The policy of the Romanian Communist Par- 
ty to achieve the unity of the working class in the struggle against exploi- 
tation, reaction and fascism, for the victory of the people's democratic revo- 
lution and the building of a socialist society. The combining of the strug- 
gle for the unity of the working class with solidarity with the international 
workers’ and communist movement" was held on 27 April 1979 at the Museum of 

the History of the Communist Party and of the Revolutionary and Democratic 
Movement in Romania, under the auspices of the Academy of Social and Politi- 
cal Sciences, the “Stefan Gheorghiu™ Academy, the Central Council of the Gen- 
eral Union of Trade Unions and the Institute of Historical and Socio-Political 
Studies in the Central Committee of the RCP. 


Participating in the proceedings were members and candidate members of the 
Political Executive Committee of the Central Committse of the RCP, members of 
the Central Committee of the RCP and of the government, representatives of 
central institutions and mass organizations, workers in enterprises, acade- 


micians, professors, researchers, students, party activists and participants 
in the 1 May demonstration of 40 years ago. 


The session was opened by Prof Dr Docent Mihnea Gheorghiu, president of the 
Academy of Social and Political Sciences. 
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Ion Popescu-Puturi, director of the Institute of Historical and Social- 
Political Studies, presented the report entitled “The Great Antifascist Ne- 
monstration of ] Mav 1939--A Culmination of the People’s Struggles Led by 

the RCP Against the licy o° Making the Country Fascist and for Nefending 
National Independence.” We reproduce here a portion of the content: 

“Long years of experience, starting 1 May 1890 and continuing dozens of years 
under differer* social-political conditions, in vears of peace, vears of 

war, years markec with great revolutionary actions, had tempered the prole- 
tariat in Romania a nad taught them to use !| May as a dav of concentration, 
of expressing their goals of class struggle in proportion to the country's 
and the people's zeneral situation. The dav of 1 Mav, which also long had 
been a day of popular celebration for the Romanian people, was devoted by 

the working class as a day of worker solidarity add unity, of aiding the 


workers on strike, of reclaiming certain democratic reforms and asserting 
solidarity with che working class everywhere. 


"In the 30's the day of 1 May became a day for asserting working class unity 
and struggle against the Hitlerist danger and the policy of territorial re- 
vision and for world peace and for Romania's independence and integrity. In 
the interwar history of Romania's working class, the celebration of 1 May was 
an important ror integraced into the development of the worker movement, 
which at the same time contributed consistently to strengthening working 
class unity and to its oolitical orientation in the countrv's general frame- 
work and the class battles for a better life. Workers belonging to the Cor- 
mumist Party, the Sectal Democratic Party and other workers parties demon- 
strated shoulder to shoulder for these claims and for the same working class 
ideals and for defending the historic achievements of the Romanian »ceople-- 
unity and national independence. 


"The ranks of workers became closer and closer in the vears when the fascist 


danger in Romania was becoming stronger. Communists, socialists, social de- 
mocrats an id workine class party militants carried out broad actions with 

a view to rebuild! ‘rker umity as a primary need in the antifascist strug- 
ple and for defencing the countrv's independence and integrity. 

"In the 3° topether with tne installation of Hitleriam in power in Germany, 
grave dan.?rs began to press on Romania's state unity, problems of de- 
fense be «.e st joneers became permanent ones in the daily political con- 
cerms of .+¢rious parties and democratic groups, primarily the Romanian Com- 


munist Party 


"Under the new fore'en and domestic circumstances, the content of the strug- 
cle of the workin; iss and its communist party was gaining a more and more 
clear national ‘(tical nature, tending above all to prevent the grave dan- 
per of fasci r safepuara the country’s maior interests. During this 
entire period, the Romanian proletariat and its vaneuard confirmed the role 
entrusted then » historical development and through constant and herotc 
etrugele they eatned the situation of being the most progressive force of 
society capable of polarizine the popular masses’ struggle for freedom and 
national independence ar sagainet the fascist-Hitlerist danger and the ag- 


gBresgive war oi con ering the peop.es. 











“The firm decision to defend national indenendence and territorial inte- 
grity at any sacrifice and by any means and the realistic political line of 
the Communist Party to mobilize all the national, progressive and anti- 
fascist forces around this basic goal were teste by the agreement of the 
Democratic Popular Front >etween the Bloc for the Nefense of Democratic 
Freedoms. the Socialist Party, Ploughmen's Front and Made-sz of December 
1935 and by infringement of (he reactionary circles in the partial parlia- 
mentary elect‘ons of 193%) in Mehedinti and Hunedoara Counties and the 1937 
elections for county councils in Plotesti, Iasi, Bihor and other locations. 
“The concessionary attitude to thr policy of territorial revision adopted by 
the big powers, concessions to the expansionist claims of the fascist axis and 
its acolytes, however, also negatively affected the evolution of events in 
Romania as well as other European countries. Under these circumstances, with 
the aid of certain Romanian bankineg-industrial circles, the regime of roval 
dictatorship was established in Romania in February 1939. Ths Romanian Com- 
mumist Party's feelines c. the new political regime proceeded from a broad 
view which had in mind the vital interests cf the Romanian people with re- 
gari to defending national independence and territorial integrity in the con- 
text of the domestic and international situation. The RCP took into accoumt 
that the new regime, although anticommunist, still grouped together po.iti- 
cians and military men with a nonfascist md anti-Hitlerist orientation who 
were concemed with saving national indenendence and territorial integrity. 
Proceeding from this realistic finding, the Communist Partv felt that ‘it would 
pe a gteat mistake to confuse the curren’ reactionary and antipopular regime 
with fascisa and the Front of National Rebirth with a direct tool of it.’ 

At the same time, party documents stace that ‘the main enemy {fe and remains 
the Iron Guard oad the main fire first must be directed against this terror- 
ist agent of Hitlerist espionage.’ 


"Documents of the time tell with their powerful force of conviction of the 
consistent concern o. the communists ‘n Yomanta with the problems of defend- 
ing the country's independence. With such warmth the RCP each time appealed 
to its members and sympathizers and to all democratic and patriotic forces 

to act united in the struggle to defend the countrv's borders. In March 1939, 
when the Hitlerist armies had -eached the country’s northwestern border, fol- 
lowing the conquest of Czech. slovakia, the RCP gave the watchword to members 
and sympathizers to answer the orders for mobilization decided bv the govern- 
ment, to go to the military units and struggle ‘to strenethen the army's po- 
litical and moral force against Nitlerist Germany and the revistonist state,’ 
stressing that ‘the »« of t anian people to defend the country's in- 
dependence and borders against fascist aggression is «a just war.’ 


“The Communist Party's calls to defend civil rights and the country's inte- 
grity resounded in particular amone the workers who ‘immediately, with the 

greatest discipline, fulfilled the order for mobilization." Thev success- 

fully broue tthe ranks of lers, as is stressed in the report of the 


territorial secretariat in Transvivania, ‘the party line on organization of 
resistance and defendine of Romania's indevendence. ' 





“Covering a contiaual »rocess of maturing and havine to still overcome cer- 
tain theses whix id not eleng to it, the Romanian Communist Party more 
and more extendec its itr semce on the country’s policical life, represent- 
ing the main for t e against che £ ist and Hitlerist cCanger. 
Being a !_vi ‘reanism, powerfully a red in the cecuntrv’s realities, the 
Commumist Party br ec its contacts with democratic egrounings and organi- 
zations and est isle tie rith leaders of the main bourgeois-democratic 
parties, wit farious “le ad fractions of the nonfascist bourgeois- 
democratic politica’ | es a ith a considerable number of political per- 
sonal itie: ima ‘ee ines. This sustained activity brought 
out the nat ) one country’s political forces in the strug- 
gle against the Ire nd Hitlerism and for defending the country’s in- 
dependence anc Tne fact that the maior problem beine vosed was 
not that of ris ruggie of the class-against-class type but of the 

mobilization eacriotic, national and anti-Hitlerist forces showed 
that under ef t ] adershis f che revolutionary struggle 
was raisi the to the rank of leader of the veoprle. 

In light ites of activity of the Communist Party and the 
other revolut. icy for md the state of patriotic and antifascist spirit 
of the broad popular masses, we also see the organic link between the scove 
and nature 0o¢ Y 3 39 demr ations an 1) the work done by the cor- 
munists, so al democrats to mobilize all the democratic and 
antifascist cainst the expansionist and revisionist 
trends of t¢t isi ‘oceedine from the traditions and significance 
of 1 May . the Communist Party took organizational mea- 
sures ¢ ssur ? nstration was carried out at the level of the 
gre lance af c v and over mankind. 

“Toward thie end, . leadershto established a broad party commission 
consisting of mer > acting at all levels within the guilds, with the task 
of assurti . emonstraction was carried out under good concitions. 
Comprisin: no were leading activists of the party and the revo- 
luc? en n Re a, such as Nicolae Ceausescu, Con- 
stant ir ‘ :' eescu, Alexandru lLliescu and so forth. There is 
special gn the 1 ice of nrade Nicolae Ceausescu in the 
front iine toe great demonstration, a patriot and ardent 
revolutionar voted to the working class and to the people 
from whose rant : ict ve particinant in the struggles conducted 
hy the evine of loitation, wre even since the 
big class | re of the economic crisis was noted for his high 
organi zatic: i icity with which he uncovered the fascist danger. 
This prese mn to the fact that in everv circumstance Comrade 
Nicolae Ceaus example of courage and revolutionary firm 
ness, of cat che people's freedom and hapri- 
é ' ! sovereignty. 

‘The : onnect mn with the delepations from the pro- 
vinces to it great cemonatration. Thus, the demonstration 
took on the tr r ™ a national scale. This also was 


srover ; ‘ } tion A the Freedcor Park as its final 





point, where the delegations of all the participating forces placed wreaths 
on the Tomb of the Unknown Hero, a symbol of the value which the Romanian 
people placed on the heroes who sacrificed their lives to achieve Romania's 
national stéete unity. 


"The patriotic antifascist demonstrations of 1 May 1939 were a victory for 
the Commmist Party nd its policy of the united front with the other worker 
and democratic forces. Thevw were commented on broadly in the most diverse 
strata of public opinion in Romania and they resounded abroad. At the same 
time they contributed to raising the prestige and authority which the Romanian 
Communist Party entoyed before the entire nation. The newspaper TIMPUL, dis- 
seminated among broad circles of Romanian soctety, thus evaluated the worker 
demonstrations: ‘1 May 1939 showed vet another time that the workers are the 
foundation, the base and national substance, the guarantee for its prosperity 
in peace and its defexise when the country demands it.’ 


As the author cv.cluded, tne antifascist demonstration of 1 Mav 1939 was a 
serious signal which Romania geve to Europe and the whole world for the unity 
of efforts with a view to hindering the launching of a world conflagration bv 
Hitlerist Germany and its acolytes and it presented to the international sro- 
gressive consciousness the picture of a people deeply attached to the ideal« 
of freedom and national independence. 


Titu Georgescu, prorect:r of the University of Buch rest, referred to “The 
Struggle of the Working Class and the Democratic and Progressive Forces in 
1939 Against che Rise of Fascism and Infeudation of the Country of Nazi Ger- 
many and for the Defense of Pomania's Territorial Integritv.” 


Basing himse_f on the inflexible antifascist attitude of the Romanian people 
the RCP under the circumstances of 49 years ago concentrated its main direc- 
tion of activity on defending the country from the fascist danger, placing the 
working class’ unity of action at the foundation of this activity. 


As the author showed, “The Communist Pa ty found newer and newer ways of bring- 
ing together and cooperation with the other parties and worker organizations 
both to deferd the ecoiomic interests of the proletartat as well as to create 
the worker fra wwork on which to build the front of the broadest popular for- 
ces against fascism. Careful investigation of the documents of the worker move- 
ment in the era proves the basic changes in the attitude of the Communist Par- 
ty to the other worker parties, to the Social Democrat Party and the Socialist 
Unity Party and to the trace unions. Ase a result, these organizations and a 
number of their leaders start to answer the appeals of the RCP to the United 
Front and the Antifascist Pooular Front. Among these leaders we note Stefan 
Voitec, L. Chelerter, C. Popovici, N. Moscauteanu, Th. lordachescu and others, 
whose understanding f>r “he unity of worker action was to be seen in many ac- 
tions of the United Front and the antifascist movement. 


"The successes and the achievement of worker unity of actlon against fascism, 


regardless o° whether it was partial, were the foundation on which the new al- 
liances and common f° onts rose. 





"Special attention was given bv the Commmist Party to the antifascist nove- 


ment amone the cor ting mationalicies. Particularly the German and the 
Hungarian rere the tareects fo eing entrapped by “Nazism and Hor- 
thyism wh! Os ‘ia, were to make these povulations 
the Trojan rse bering Romanta’s national wiicy. The cohabiting 
nationalities, ree progressive, democratic and revolutionarv 
forces amone ' r easentry, intellectuals and vouth who vere at a 
high level reoquirs r unity, not disunion of all those who vere 
threatene ecte from Berlin Fascism amplified to the max- 
imum ¢ tse reaction and Fitler mew how to profit 
from it. Al chyist dictatorship for nearly two decades, the 
pooul ar . ary ret‘ectec racism and the megalomanic {n- 
sanity of ad taken on never before encountered proportions by 
1939. Wit in 1937, che Nungarian Communist Party pointed 
out: ‘lnde toe nelehbboring countries is especially easy since 
sli of ’ Naci danger. Whoever wants revision of 
the borders } ry Hitler must know chat this revision would serve 
him and tn so serve “Yunearian interests. H8itlerist revision 
would change state of the Third Retch." What is signi- 
ficant is the cuestion of the Madosz, the Humgarian organization of antifas- 
cists in Rorania, with «a direct answer: ‘Who hes the interest for the small 
peoples in e sll, saren each other instead of resisting 
the commor er to shoulder?’ 


“The prese tionalities of Romania in the broad front 

f anti! ist fend the country’s independence has rich signifi- 
cance fro lan Communist Party drew immortant conclusions. 
"The Communi: tv norizon of activity tncluded a vast political, educa- 
tional a eolos rea influence the masses in the antifascist direc- 
tion. Under the CU ec, new refugee anveared for a large "ortion of 
the Roma ‘ ‘re seeking a path to affirm the true orogres- 
sive iue : ere Slecing in the service of the threatened 


cowmtctry. 


"The basic t eortes on re‘ecting reason in favor o*° a mystical 
awareness w yreat virulence. Condemration of the Tron Guard, 
uncovering lt { izi Germany were done from the solid pedastal 
of the cow ‘rescs of matntaining sovereignty and national ex- 
istence. t te sprinted by the Communist Party on its prop- 
aganda totallw opposed to the finegoistic, national- 
istic ar This content was not at all ripved from 
the sol it ior *, progressive and anctifascist movements 
in other . trar the antifascist movement in Yomanta 

: : tives at the big international meetines for 

: ’ ru ls, New York and other cities. “More 


imclied wlth weaoons in hand in the internation- 





“The content of patriorism in the leadine force cf the Romanian antifascist 
movement came more clearly into evidence on the eve of the war when, vith the 
Hiclerist armies on Romania's no:thwester: borders, the ®CP in its Appeal of 
March 1939 addressed che popular masses. ‘Hitler vants to snatch the grain, 
petroleum and the territory. He wants to throw you into chains. Rise ia 
struggle to hinder any capitulation. The Communist Party of Romania states: 
The Commumists will strugele in the first lines with weapons in hand!" Here 
we are on the grounds of the truth in order to evaluate the most responsible 
merger of the communist Percy with the country’s basic ‘nterests and here ve 
have the answers for the basic nature of the patriotiem of the most radical 
political forces in Romania's histor 


"The working class was the vanguard of the powerful antifascist movement in 
Romania which throughout the W's hindered the establishment of fascism in 
power, facilitating Romania's being kept on a course of a domestic and foreign 
policy hostile to fascism and Hitlerism. It is a question of the resistance 
which placed our country in a posture totally apart on the eve of the outbreak 
of world war and even after that. Isolated and in «a way alone, Romania in 
1939, when Hitlerist “ermany was dominating central and southeastern Europe, 
mot onlw did not allw itself with the fascist powers but was carrving out an 
anti-Hitlerist policy. 


“The governments of Romania in important situations realized the general climate 
ruling the popular masses and kept in mind the supreme rationale of safeguard- 
ing independence and national sovereignty. In such a climate of broadly popu- 
lar hostility to Hitilerist Cermany and its agent, the Iron Guard, the governors 
Miron Cristea at.. Armand Calinescu in »carticular took action to defend inte- 
grity and national sovereignty and to maintain peace against the Hitlerist 
aggression and the Fifth Column in ovr country. The preparations wiich Armand 
Calinescu initiated up to the cuasimobilization of the army to defend the coun- 
try against Hitlerist Cermany and its allies in the first part of 1939 bear 
witness to the line adopted bv the Romanian reovernments up to the outbreak of 
war and even after that. Amone other things it should be pointed out that fol- 
lowing Calinescu's fall wider the bullets of the Iron Guardists in September 
1939, other political personalities of Romania, including Gen Ch. Argesanu, 
Nicolae Iorga, former premiers, Virgil Madgearu, Victor lLamandi, ministers and 
others would be in the same period victims of attempts and assassinations by 
Iron Guard Hitlerist agents. Another man, Nicolae Titulescu, died in 1949 un- 
der dramatic circumstances, followed by the fury of Hitlerist bands far from 
his country. 


“Always keeping proportions in the actual evaluation of the place of various 
personalities of Romanian poli 1) life and also tudgine them in the contezc 

of the bourgeots social-politica!l regime, in the case of 1939-<-the regime of 

royal dictatorship--we may and should note the role of such clearsighted poli- 

ticians with responsibility for the itn ests of the countrv's indenendence 

and integrity, those » oon action, some by sacrificing their lives, against Y 
enslavement of "omanta Mitierist imperialism. 

"Not without sienitficance is the fact that in 1°39, on the eve and even in the 


first months of the war, when the Nazi Petch was recording well-known ailitaryv 





successes. the a -< sclst movemest in Ronante was eainine scose. The day 


of 1 May 19 ts ‘ the proofs full of scolitical walue. The vworkine 

class wh Ce mn raletme the firsc bie berricade in Furopve against 
fascism fc . ‘trance inte cower, throurh its great political 
struggles, eve of war through new and broad antifascist 


demonstrat io: 


Lftimte lites ot in the | Mav 1939 demonatration evoked the 
main points | rparation at unfolding che remarkable event written in 
the history o° “vrker mowenent 49 weare ero ‘n his report entitled “The 
l Mav 1939 | su rest. an Expression of Joining Together 
Legal and | ri 3 ye Revolutionary Struggle Led by the ®omaniaen 
Communist Part : ssiced that to achteve a broad antifascist 
front on th. e worvine class unity, the comeuntsts utilized many 
forms and me f stru; which were both legal and tllegal--claims actions, 
strikes. r-etone which thev eave a powerful political na- 
ture--t! | c of tee revoluttonaryv activity carried out 
by the cults 1 toe worker eullds, in whteh the voung communists 
Nicolae Ceauses ad | » Petrescu (Ceausescu) stood out in sarticular. 
“Comrade Nicol ac mescu was the one who gave cultural activity in the 
guilds a conter sy’ 4 ecertrt ute to uderetandine the bic tasks then 
facing the lon apo the werking class in peneral. Speaking in 
that era of ot tioned, the voung leader showed that ‘the voung 
people can: vs mecelvy to cultural and svorts activities’ and 
their tru er these circumetonces was ‘to intensify propaganda 
action thro e “c oreemtzce then in gutlds, for the moral and pat- 
riotic ecucat ne masses. 
“fonrade “ the soul of cultural-polttical activity in the 
guild: | || as many other comrades, that I fullv benefit- 
ted from th se eutdcance of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu in 
those vea: | ‘ng. 7 met him following his release from 
or eve utionare hed been tempered even more 
pove r! t [liescu called me one day in the summer of 
1938 in the e People, introducing me to a young man with 
an intellie: 4 k. For a time we lived in the same nodest 
room on St iti ‘ reer with Radu Voda. tI foliowed his activity 
during this ' ‘ot ie anc adetred him for the revolutionary matur- 
itv whi even durtne bie wouch, for his sel fleseness 
and wourare he cervice of carty activity. At the same time 
he had recter, was firm and exacting toward himself,an at- 
+itud f those with whom he collaborated. 
"! went moment when Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu took the 
ste, | soted «a clear renewal of our activi- 
ty. But . » dt ffieult that an hour seemed like a whole 
dav. a ch, @ month seemed lke «a vear and a vear, like 
am eter “ame one after another and the terror of 
afety was cheese difficulties, we communtete came out 


of the » “etermined to confront the difficulties 





courageously. Comrade “Nicolee Ceausescu even then represented for me « aodel 
of self-denial, courage and revolutionarw abnegation. He taught me how to 
organize my conspiracy activity and cheered me up when it vas hard.” 


in commection with the moments takine plece prior to the Mav 1939 actions, 
the speaker said: “Parallel with the congress, the governrent authorised 
two meetings: one in Tormis Hall om Str. Calarasi 11--for workers and func- 
tionaries organized in eutids--anc the other, in Eintrecht Hall on Ser. 
Dionisie Lupu--for tradesmen and emall emplovers. 


“According to the pcrorres announced offictally, at the end of the congress 
and the meetings, all the oartictpants had to gather at Plata Romana, from 
where, headed by the officials, they would cross the citv, alec sassing in 
front of the royal palace to paw ‘omage to Kine Carol IT, finallw reaching 
the Tomb of the Unknown Hero in Carol Park (today Freedom Park). 


“Celebrations and shows were scheduled for the afternom. 


“Everything seemed to be oreo. +d in mintte detail and well-substant tated 
by the officials, from the ovations’ of the demonstrators up to the king's 
appearance on the palace balcony avd the filming of this moment. 


“As in prior vears, severe securttyv measures had been taken with arrests, 
searches, censorine of speeches, euardine of meetings halle and the route. 


“Under these conditions, the communtets had to find the most appropriate wavs 
to change the events prepared so minutely by the offictals into a powerful 
affirmation cc. the national will against fascionm, war and for indevendence, 
sovereignty and national interrity. 


“Combining legal with lliegal struggle, the RCP even under the exacting eyes 
of the authorities succeeded tn oreparing one of the most resoundine revolu- 
¢ ionary actions seen by our national history. 


"Under conditions Llegallty, om expanded meeting of the party's Bucharest 
Organization Committee was convened and took place on Str. Corabiei, which 
established measures ‘for the | Mav celebratior within the program approved 


by the authoritie> but for fulfllline the Communter "arty Program,’ The 
communists were advised to conduct toetr ectivity ‘through the professional 
associations, c.itu al, sports cir s and any other legal professional organ- 
izations where (ve Commun!«c ty hes tanflwence." Also, it was decided to 
elect speakers from emone ty: omuniete ‘who would bring out in their speech- 
es the need to concentrate «| the worker and peasant forces tn the anti- 


fascist «3d antiwar strucele 


"It was advised to elect as delegates to the eutld congress as many Communists. 
Soctal “emocrat*s o: symratt re ae poselble, with thetr betne brought up to 
date with the actions set for the net dav wron their arrival in Bucharest 


(30 April). 





"Now the fruits of ° wiced tront activities carried out bw the party vith- 





in the cullde ar ceered strikingly, with both Communists as vell as Social 
Nemoc rats (ine ‘9 oreperation of the event, which markec an important 
step ir v ee of uentfwing to worker movement in Romania. 
Aleo, the towe ‘a the can'tel was to propagete the calls and soals of the 
RCP amone the rxing ‘ses and action was intensified among the bourgeois 
political oarty sembers to attract them to a toint antifascist action on 
l May 
T Sure piracy, the last ‘tnstructions on communist 
participat’ Ls ‘somnetrations organized by the government vere sent 
only severa, urs re the events. 
“In confornir ’ the advice sent »bw the 1 Mav organization committee, of 
wiic’ “eausescu, Tite Pinttlte, Constantin David, Alexandru 
liijescu, tT ,escu were oart, the activists received the task of 
going into r netehborhoods to involve ail workers in the action. 
A portico iv was directed to Tomis Hall to rectte antifascist 
and democrat i pane and calle and to support the ones advised bw the 
party to seperar. 
The other roe aktiv was directed to mingle amone the demonstra- 
tore so ' rtvy would be present all alone the long column.’ 
‘I wish to tha e entire sertes of prevarations and organizationa! 
measure’ m enttfaeeciet and ocarty’ t®enature to the meetings and 
ler is closely comrected with the activity of the 
youne “om rf e capital, Comrade Nicolae Ceauecscu first. The par- 
ty entruetec thie especial role to him in sreparing and carrving out these mer- 
orable events, bearine in mind the steadfastness and revolutionary spirit he 
had test = "erous ircumstances.” 
a ft ; ‘es fescribed the proletarian “av Day of 
40 veare 
J 

lt recall ij sunny eorting morning. Even from the early hours, mas- 
sive 7 in ? idav drees were headine for the places set he- 
forehan 

‘ar 900 ft al Par ’ the Torte movie theater were jammed. The 

oi ready ¢t ypen the gathering, even beforehand 

vunting , tion undertaken. All of a sudden from the 
idst re lifted with slorane like ‘we want higher sav, 
long | indeoendence, down with fasciem, we want a patrio- 
tr! ‘ speavere named by the authorities beran 


, 


sf the roval dtictatorshtio zovernment the PCP 


mn their speeches, the true representatives of the 


eolet :, on 1 dletatorehio reetme which had browrhe a shar- 
senine of ‘ »f workers, worsening of the popular masses" living 
conditio . mmocratic righte and freedoms. Thevw aleo con- 


1 e itne of sccesstons to Mitlertiet Germany, 








which were endangering Romania's independence, also bringing out the true na- 
ture of 1 May, which should be ‘an intermational day of struggle to unchain 
the workers from capitalis: exploitation and for worker rights and claims’ 

anc against fascism and for peace and understanding among peoples. The Com- 
munists called the working class to fortify their unity of action to defend 
peace and they condemned closing of the enslaving Romanian-German treaty of 
March 1939, reqvesting the workers to close ris to defend Romania's economic 
and political independence and its territor‘.! {-,cegrity. 


“Following the end of the three meetings, the participants met again around 
1200 in Piata Romana, from where they were to foliow the route of Calea Vic- 
toriei, Splaiul Independentei, Str. 11 Iunie, Carol Park (today Freedom Park). 
The action took place in conformity with the organization committee's plan, 


with compact groups of workers mingling among the demonstrators all along the 
route. 


"From 4,000-5,000 persons, the number fof demonstrators rose to 21),99, TI re- 
call that party calls began to resound from the columns so that once thev had 
arrived in front of the royal palace the demonstrators were shouting: Long 

live 1 May, the day of labor, long live the united worker front. Equal pav 

for equal work! Peace, bread, land, freedom! We want a free and independent 
Romania! We want respect for borders! Down with Hitlerism! Let us meet the 
aggressor: Long live the popular antifascist front!’ Among the slogans used 
by the RCP were those which condemed the fascist organizations: ‘Down with 

the Iron Guard! Down with Guardism! Down with Hitlerist agents! Down with 

the agents, who are traitors to the country:' At the moment when some Iron 
Guard groups outside the columns tried to recite fascist slogans, the demonstra- 
tors promptly retorted: ‘We want our rights! We want peace, down with fascism: ' 
King Carol II, who had come out on the palace balcony, had to listen to the true 
voice of the people. 


"I want to stress the feeling of solidarity, of firm faith in the workers’ uni- 
ted forces, who had separated from the 29,900 demonstrators. The repressive 
organs themselves had to admit: '‘Calea Victoriei looked like < field of revo- 
lutionary demonstratioi!' This was the result of minute preparations, of join- 
ing legal with illegal activity and of the flexible tactics proven by the RCP, 
which rejected narrow, sectarian actions which had come from some advice out- 
side Romania. 


"Haviag arrived at the Bucharest police chief commissioner's office, thousands 
of iemonstretors demanded with fist raised as a salute the freedom of those 
antifascist political prisoners and imprisonment of the fascist elements, who 
were traitors to the country. Another gesture of solidarity I recall with emo- 
tion: Throughout the revolutionary events that day, the Red Aid teams gathered 
voluntary contributions for material aid to the antifascist political prison- 
ers being held in prisons. After the demonstratio: ended at its final point 

in Carol Park (now Freedom Park), where a wreath was placed on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Hero, the Communists received instructions from the 1 May organization 
committee to continue their revolutionary actions in the afternoon during the 
picnic organized for the worker stadium in the Ferentari neighborhood. Reports 
of the security agents signaled that the main organizer ‘of the various mani- 
festations of a communist nature’ during the stadium celebration were those 
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same ‘well-known communists’ who had been conspicuous during the Tomis Hall 
meeting and alone the demonstration route. Amone them were Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu, Constantin David, Anton Moisescu, Alexandru Iliescu, Ion Ionescu, Ion 
Boila, Isac Feldman, Ilie Capatina, Loti Foris, Ofelia Manole, Gheorghe 
Gheorghe.” 


Beyond their broad domestic and international response, the events of May 
1939, the author said in clos‘ng, were sent with time as a proof of the 
struggle carried out by the working class to defend Romania against the 
fascist danger and as a prestigious victory in creating the working class’ 
unity of action. 


George Macovescu, chairman of the Union of Writers of the Sociulist Republic 
of Romania, in his report entitled "Particination of intellectuals alongside 
the working class and democratic forces in the 1939 struggles agsinst fascism 
and for democratic freedom and defense of Romanian independence” referred to 
the active contribution of the intellectuals to the struggle to safeguard 

the basic interests of the Romanian nation, broadly dwelling on 1939, a vear 
which for Romania marked a rise in the dangers it had to ceve with under pres- 
sure from the wave of Hitlerist and revisionist expansion. In this framework 
he brought out the influence exercised on the intellectuals by the great anti- 
fascist and antiwar demonstration of 1 May 1939, the bie battle which inclu- 
ded communist and democratic journalists from Bucharest. 


"There are wuanimous feelings about the significance of the 1 May 1939 events 
in bringing out our people's possibilities and decisions and of their revolu- 
tionary and democratic forces headed by the RCP to defend Romania's freedom 
and independence at any sacrifice. Ome day after 1 May 1939, the newspaper 
IASUL published an article entitled ‘The Workers’ Patriotism’ signed bv George 
Ivascu. The dominant idea stressed by the author regarding the revolutionary 
actions on | May is that of the national responsibility of the working class 
and its determined and creative patriotism. ‘The events of recent years which 
led to abolishment « four national states had a deep response in the souls of 
the workers, who felt threatened in this way the very foundations of peace 

and progress. The Romanian worker feels closely tied with this Romanian land 
where he works, which nourishes hir, which gives him his little place wnder 
the sun and the security of tomorrow. The patriotism of the workers cannot he 
doubted. It is more ardent today than ever before, since today more than ever 
the country is the very symbol of the action of defense against its enemies, 
declared enemies or not, outright enemies or those in the shadows.’ 


"As a reflection of the desire to defend the country in the face of the ever 
more threatening dangers we have the publicist campaign to unmask the reaction- 
ary, noxious and aggressive nature of the Hitlerist theories on vital space 
and nonexistence of the right of small peoples to independence, we have 
racism, smothering of spiritual freedom and other antihuman theories. Placing 
these ‘principles’ of Nazi policy in practice means violating the right of 
each people to a free existence and eliminating any possibilities for coonera- 
tion among nations, justification ot the revisionist-expansioniet policy pro- 
moted by the fascist states, primarily Hitlerist CGermanv. 



































"The hand of Nazi Germany through what it had mest hateful-—-terrorism as a 
political weapon--was extending more and more threateninglv over Romania, 
which actually remainea isclated at the foreign level in the face of the Hit- 
lerist danger. On the order of the Third Reich leaders, on 21 Senotember 1939 
Prime Ministex Armand Calinescu was assassinated by a team of Iron Guardists, 
the direct agents of Nazism in Romania. In those moments, expressing the 
state of spirit of public opinion, among the newspapermen who branded the 
assassination, Miron Radu Paraschivescr wrote ‘At the Head of Armand Calines- 
cu' in TARA NOUA on 24 September 1939. Proceeding from the finding that 
‘Armand Calinescu was an adversary of this legion of murderers, precisely 
since he was taking action in the name of and in the natural consensus of 
our national history,’ the author concluded that through this assassination 
‘it was not a man who wwas killed, it was not the coumtry's prime minister 
who was killed treacierously,' but rather ‘a crime committed ageinst the 
country itself.’ 


Recalling several aspects of the intellectuals’ participation in the general 
antifascist struggle of the Romanian people in 1939 leads to the conclusion, 
the author saic, that they became involved alongside the other patriotic and 
democratic forces in the difficult yet in the end victorious confrontation 
with the fascist, Hitlerist forces. 


Stefan Voitec, member of the RCP Central Committee Political Executive Commit- 
tee and vice chairman of the Council of State, presented the renort entitled 
“Achievement of the United Workers Front in April 1944--a result of the joint 
struggle of all workers against fascism and for a free and independent Romania,” 
from which we vresent the following excerpts: 


"The long and cumultuous history of the workers movement in Romania and, within 
it, the history of the period following World War I, prove that the unity of 
the working class and its political and professional forces always was the 
solid guarantee of progress and victories while discoid was the source of 
stagnation and regression and of defeats. 


"Even from its appearance on Romania's political arena, our working class as- 
serted itself as the most progressive, wited and combative social force. Its 
unity and combativesess originated in the identity of class interests and 
desires brought by the specific national realities and by the basic problems 
of Romania's development and was powerfully influenced by the ideas of scien- 
tific socialism. This brought our workers movement, from the start, esteem 
and praise from the classics of Marxism, who felt that it in no way was lower 
than the other worker and socialist movements in the world. 


"Founding of the Social Democrat Party of Workers of Romania in 1893, together 
with raising the wor'ing class’ struggle to a higher step, also marked the 
strengthening of its political, ideological and organizational unity, thus in- 
creasing its role and influence on all the social-economic development of mod- 
erm Romania. Acting as a single revolutionary party of the entire working 
class, the Social Democrat Party of Workers of Romania organized and led many 
social-economic and political revolutionary actions, carried out rich Marxist 
theoretical activity and mass culture and, at the same time, developed broad 
relations of collaboration and mutual aid with the socialist and workers move- 
ments in other countries. 
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"Its class unity and consolidation of it and the masses’ united struggle con- 
tinued to characterize the political and trade union activity of the soctal- 
ist movement, which, from the start of the centurv, was asserting .itself more 
and more powerfully on both sides of the Carpathians. 


“The untty of the workers and socialist movement was proven very fully on the 
occasion of the establishment of the united Romanian national! state as well as 
during the revolutionary struggles following World War I which culminated in 
the general strike of October 1920. But, as we know, the workers movement 

was to be put to a hard test with the split caused in the ranks of the workers 
movement in Romania and everywhere at the start of the 29's. This was due on 
one hand to the bourgeoisie'’s policy of dividing the working class and, on the 
other, to some foreign factors which joined in che evil work of splitting the 
workers and socialist movement nationally and internationally. 


"Despite the split, continually in the center of concerns with the workers 
movement in Romania was the basic problem of unity as a constant and dominant 
trend which was to be asserted fully durine the struggles of the vears of eco- 
nomic crisis, on 1 May 1939 and it was to find its crowning moment of histor- 
ic significance in the United Workers Front concluded in Apr‘l 1944 by the 

RCP and the SDP and announced to the entire working class and the entire Ro- 
manian nation in the Program Manifesto, which would bear the date of 1 May 1944, 
a lofty call to unity and struggle. 


"It should be emphasized that during the difficult period of the divisios~, 
the decisive force of the unity of action fully demonstrated its effectiveness 
in the activity and struggles of the branch unions of miners, petroleum work- 
ers, port workers and private functionaries who, due to some favorable situa- 
tion, did not know the burden of splits, with their activity and struggle tak- 
ing place without interruption within a unified organizational framework and 
in an atmosphere of productive and real comradelv cooneratio , shoulder to 
shoulder, with Communists, Socialists, Social Nemocrats and nonparty workers. 
It was a vivid example, a deeply graphic one, that, no matter how hostile the 
circumstances, no matter how clever the plots, class unity was possible and 
could be maintained over and above the ideological and political dissensions. 


"As a result of the inestimable importance of the Romanian Communist Party's 
cooperation with the other socialist organizations, we have the reorganiza- 
tion of trade union unity in 1935-1936 in the single organizational framework 
of the General Confederation of Labor. The clear results of this reerouvine 
would be felt without interruption, with the trade union movement growing in 
force, combativeness and prestige. It was the prelude to the great and fi- 
nal class concentration. In the difficult period which followed, ties were 
kept between Communists and Socialists and contacts were extended and sear- 
ches multiplied and RCP initiatives were retaken and extended to achieve the 
unity of action of the workers parties as the main support for a broad coa- 
lition of the national antifascist forces. 


"In the years of the Antonescu dictatorship and the Hitlerist war, the Romanian 
Communist Party militated for creation of the National Anti-Hitlerist Front, 














comprising all the antifascist parties and political groupings and all Ro- 
manian patriots. The basis for this had to be the unity of action and of 
views of the two workers parties with regard to the tasks belonging to the 
proletariat at that crossroads in the histor’ of Romania. ‘Without the uni- 
ty of the working class the unity of struggle cannot he organized success- 
fully for the national emancipation of the Romanian people,’ as stressed in 
the RCP Central Committee Circular of July 1941, while the program Platform 
of the RCP Central Committee on 6 September 1941 drew as a main task for all 
Communists that they work to create the single front of the working class in 
the enterprices with the Social Democrats, National Peasants and those nonvartv 
members. However, ai the same time, the single front had to »be achieved with 
the Social Democrat Party, with its central and local leaders, against fas- 
cism, the common enemy.' 


“One may say that the necessary psychological atmosphere was created for 

faith and united c2ctions. The year 1943 was one of initiatives and con- 
tacts, of common actions. In January the RCP Certral Committee proposed to 
the I’xecutive Committee of the SDP an agreement for a single front for com 
mon activity with a view to defending the vital interests of the working mas- 
ses against the Hitlerists and the Antonescu regime and joint efforts to unite 
the patriotic and progressive forces into one broad National Anti-Hitlerist 
Front; comprising a joint committee made of representatives of the RCP Cen- 
tral Cowmittee and the Executive Committee of the SDP; establishing a joint 
program of action; concluding an agreement on the basis of any point from the 
6 September 1941 platform or any specific proposal coming from the SDP Execu- 
tive Committee. In February that year, the broadened SDP leadership unani- 
mously adopted two basic resolutions: one referring to the unity of political 
action of the two workers parties and the other, in connection with the or- 
ganization of a single trade union movement recognized as urgent needs of the 
time. As «78 also natural, these decisions provided a new stimulus to rela- 
tions between the leaders of the two parties. 


"The fact that the Communist International dissolved on its own in May 1943 
was looked on positively both by the Communists as we)l as the Social Nemo- 
crats, while some cadres in the SDP leadership even felt that the time had 
come finally to eliminate the split and achieve the single working class 
party, especially since the interference from the Socialist International in 
Social Democratic activity had ceased. Together with the decision on the RCP 
tasks following dissolution of the Communist International, the RCP Central 
Committee again addressed ‘all political parties and organizations’ during 
June, calling on them to form a national committee for struggle for Pomania's 
liber tion, with the immediate task being ‘to mobilize and unite all Romania's 
national forces, regardless of party, in the single Anti-Hitlerist Patriotic 
Front of the Romanian People.’ 


"In the fall and winter, 1943-1944, treaties between the RCP and SDP leadership 
continued, being finalized 35 years ago with creation of the united workers 
front. In joint agreement, the leaders of the two parties decided that news 

of achievement of the united workers front would be made known to public opin- 
ior in the 1 May 1944 Manifesto, broadly disseminated throughout the country 

by militant Communists and Social Democrats and many sympathizers. 
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“Creation of the united workers front strengthened the leading role of the 
working class in the resistance movement, exercised a powerful influence on 

the other social classes and patriotic political grounings and on public opin- 
ion, placed the vases for preparing the proletariat to take action with wea- 
pons in hand with a view to overthrowing the Antonescu dictatorship and dri- 
ving the German Nazi troups out of the country. Working class unity was the 
hasic support upon which was built the broad coalition of forces which crea- 
ted the political framework needed in a short time to carry out the August 1944 
insurrection. 





"Creation of the unity of action of our working class in April 1944 was a 
happy beginni::g to the historic reconciliation in our workers moverent and 
the guarantee of decisive successes on an uncrushable foundation which was 
and is worker unity. Today it is deenly reflected in the granite cohesion 
of the entire party and all workers regardless of nationality and all our 
people around the RCP Central Committee, around the party Secretarv General 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu in the struggle to implement the party program and 
the historic decisions established by the llth parcv congress for the happi- 
ness of our nation and for consolidating and defending independence and na- 
tional sovereignty and for raising Romania's prestige all over the world.” 


Emil Bobu, member of the RCP Central Committee Political Executive Commitee 
and chairman of the Central Council of the General Union of Trade "nions of 
Romania, nresenting the report entitled "RCP policy of achieving and consoli- 
dating working class unity in the struggle for the triumph of the democratic- 
popular revolution and the victory of socialism in Romania,” pointed out that 
the party's effort to achieve the proletariat's unity of action was a dominant 
feature of all its activity, which led to achieving the full cohesion of our 
workers movement and to creating the single party of the working class. 


"Under the new historical conditions created by the establishment of the revo- 
lutionarvy-democratic rower of the proletariat and the peasantry on 46 March 1945,” 
he showed in his reporc, “there was no interruption in the consolidation of the 
working class" positions in Romania's political and social life and there was 
multilateral development of the unity of all the democratic forces. This 

fact is most conclusively expressed by the victory of the democratic forces 

in the November 1946 general elections, a victory whose result was the numeri- 
cal increase and achievement of decisive positions by the representatives of 
the working class in the government and the establishment of a democratic par- 
liament, an important instrument in the struggle for the revolutionary change 
of Romania. 


“In the process of Romania's social-economic development and the growth in the 
revolutionary enthusiasm of the masses to achieve all political power in the 
state, it became absolutely necessary to achieve the (ull organizational and 
political unity of the working class." 


Referring to the high sionificance of achieving political, tdeolcgical and or- 
ganizational unity of the working class through creation of the single vartv 
in February 1948, the speaker said: 
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“The years which have passed since creation of the full unity of the workers 
movement ir Romania prove the validity of the line promoted by the RCP and the 
forms and methods used to consolidate working class unity and are an impor- 
tant contribution to enriching the theoretical and practical hatcle treasurv 
of the international workers movement. 


“The main idea brought out by the analysis of the entire process of achiev- 
ing and consolidating working class unity is that the unity could be achieved 
due to the fact that both parties--the RCP and the SDP--proved constant con- 
cerm so one must proceed from Romanian realities and the demands for ful fil- 
ling the tasks of the revolution in all the actions undertaken, jointly or 
separately. Reflecting this attitude, the report on the draft statute pre- 
seated to the unification congress in February 1948 stressed the following 
very importan' and current idea: ‘We have listened to the voice of the work- 
ing class, the voice of history itself, the voice of our revolutionary aware- 
ness when we traveled this road and we only did our Marxist duty.’ This same 
orientation, of being powerfully anchored in Romanian realities, also is no- 
ted in the political report presented to the unification congress which for- 
mulated a particularly mobilizing evaluation: ‘We have evervthing we need to 
fulfill the historic mission which our democratic system has taken upon it- 
self to eliminate our economic backwardness’ and to ‘change “omania into an 
agrarian-industrial progressive country and assure a high standard of living 
for the working masses. ' 


"Unification of our workers movement through the way in which it was con- 
ceived and achieved had a powerful response internationally. The Romanian 
example demonstrated both that working class unity is indispensible for the 
victury of the socialist revolution as well as that this unity can take dif- 
ferent forms depending on the specific conditions in each country and that the 
creation of the single party on principled bases opens broad field of manifes- 
tation for all militants of the workers movement in social-political life and 
of the rise in the influence of the working class on all social and political 
life.” 


In the report entitled ‘Combining the struggle to carry out the socialist 
revolution in Romania with solidarity with the intermational communist and 
workers movement--a definitive feature of the international policy of the 
Romanian Communist Party,” given by Cristea Chelaru, secretary of the Tasi 
County Party Committee, he stressed that the RCP, steadfastly acting to im- 
plement the policy of the multilateral building of the socialist country, at 
the same time is demonstrating constant and principled concern with strength- 
ening relations of collaboration and solidarity with all communist and work- 
ers parties end with progressive and anti-imperialist revolutionary forces 
throughout the world. 


Stefan Mocuta, cendidate member of the RCP Central € . ittee Political FExec- 
utive Committee and first secretary of the Cluj Co -y Party Committee, gave 
the report on “Inreasing the party's leading roie--a decisive factor in 
the cohesion and unity of all the people and of creating the multilaterally 
developed socialist society in our cowery." 
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As the author pointed out, “this historic role is brought out particularly 
strikingly by the party's ability to actively assert itself in the life of 
Romanian society as a powerful catalvzer of cle energies of the broad masses 
and as a factor of unification, cohesion and mohilization of the creative 
forces, of the wisdom, management spirit and selfiessness of the working 

class and all the people in a single direction--that of the sunerior utiliza- 
tion of the material and human resources Romania has available in full consen- 
sus with the stringent demands of the modern scienrific-technical revolu- 

tion with a view to implementine the inspiring goais set bv the llth rartv 
congress and the national party conference. 


"The lines of force of this high stimulative role draw their vigor from the 
revolutionary and mass nature of the Romanian Communist Party and from the 
high professional, political and moral qualities of the more than 2.84 million 
members and from the predominantly worker composition of it and its well- 
conse lidated organizational structure, reflecting the powerful presence of 

the party in the basic areas of secialist construction. 


“Added to allthese intexrating factors is the party's steadfast rolicy of 
continually strengthening the unity, fraternity and solidarity between all 
workers--Roseniaas, Hungarians, Germans and other nationalities--and of the 
harmonious social-economic develon tent of a!l counties and locations in Ro- 
mania for the full manifestation, on the basis of full equality of rights 
throughout social and economic life, of all citizens regardless of nationali- 
ty, who contribute to cementing even more vowerfullv the mral-nclitical unity 
of all the people and to the development and deepening of the homrentzation 
process of our socialist srci-«ty. 


“From the mission of the Romanian Communist Party as the headquarters, the 
nucleus, the vital center of society comes the need to work out the porograr, 
the strategy and tactics of building the new social svstem and the scientific 
leadership of the revolutionary process on the basis of obtective laws which 
govern the »rogress of society on the road of social development. 


“The Communist Party is fulfilline this mission through the followine functions: 
It expresses the communist tdeoloev which is at the basis for creating and de- 
veloping socialist society and theoretically substantiating the workers’ and 
all the people's ideals, develoning creatively the sctentific corcept of the 
working class of the world and society through generalization anc synthesiz- 
ing of historical expertence and through a correct interpretation of the new 
process, relationships and phenomena and the newest results of human know- 
ledge; it establishes the general policy line and stracterically basic goal 

for each historical stage, the tactical goals and the wavs and means of imple- 
menting them in accordance with the basic interests of the workers ard che 
objective development of history; it mobilizes workers and unites the efforts 
of all the people for exemplary implementation of the party's program and its 
domestic and international policy; it works out and achieves the judicious 
policy of selecting, educating and promoting leadershiv cadres in all areas 

of activity; it conceives of the srogram for formation and development of the 
masses’ socialist awareness and conducts the practical activity of forming the 





new man, a multilaterally deveoped man in whose personality are blended the 
highest sciences with the most progressive awareness; it maintains and devel- 
ops ties of friendship, collaboration and solidarity with all the communist 

and worker parties and with progressive forces everywhere and it participates 
in the theoretical compilation and promotion of the new principles of the 
relations between communist and worker parties and between nations, peoplas 

and states; it exercis:s control over all the state, mass anc public orgens 

and organizations with regerd to implementa ion of the party program and policv. 


"The leading role of the Romanian Communist Party as the vital center, the 
nucleus around which our entire society eravitates is not an ‘deal toward 
which Romania is heading, but an historical reality achieved, known and recor- 
nized with admiration by all our people. This recognition is the natural re- 
sult of the theoretical, ideological, nolitical and organizational activity 
carried out by the party and of the competence and devotion with which it has 
served and does serve the cause of the Romanian people, progress and »eace; it 
is the result of the successes which the working people have obtained under 
the party's leadership in building the new social system and in raising their 
standard of living and civilization.” 


The report entitled "The Working Class’ exercising of its historic role as 

the leading social force in creating the multilaterally developed socialist 
society" by Constantin Stanciu, party committee secretary at the Bucharest 
Timpuri Noi Enterprise, stressed the role played by the working class and 

its revolutionary party in Romania's social-political life and in the struggle 
to create a new society, a stranger to any exploitation of man, and to achieve 
the centuries-old aspirations of our people to be the complete masters of 
their fates and to b-ild an independer« and flourishing country through their 
free labor. 





"Creation of the multilaterally developed socialist society--a product of 
the unity and fraternity of the Romanian, Hungarian, German workers and those 
of other nationalities’ was the subject of the report by Ferdinand Nagy, first 
secretary of the Covasna County Party Committee; he brought out that the pro- 
cess of socialist construction in Romania shows the RCP's ability to solve the 
general and specific tasks of building the new system scientifically and, with- 
in them, the national problem, assuring true economic, political and legal 
equality for all citizens of the country. 


Leonte Rautu, member of the RCP Central Committee Political Executive Commit- 
tee, chairman of the Leadership Council, rector of Stefan Gheorghiu Academy 
presented the report entitled “New unity in the international comeuniat and 
workers movement. The dialectical relationship between the autonomy and soli- 
darity of the communist and workers parties," from which we present the fol- 
lowing excerpts: 

" The contemporary world is experiencing a process of pronounced accelera- 
tion of historic development. Amidst a my) titude cf contradictions, verv 
diversified in type, the objective historical trend of the movement of humani- 
ty to socialism on the world level is occurring in an inexorable manner. An 
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essential element of this process is the considerable widening of the expanse 
of social forces vitally interested in superceding capitalism, immertalism 
and the policy of domination and diktat, the zrave daneers which threaten 

the peace and the very destiny of mankind. 


"Related to the concrete problems which the contemporary period raises 

and tne diversity of objectives an. of social forces concerned with the inno- 
vational transformation of society, the mission of the communist and workers 
parties today has 4 more complex and richer content than in the vast. In the 
view of our party, the execution of che great historic mission assigned to the 
communists demands that they be in the first ranks of the struggle for the 
peaceful, democratic solution of international problems, for the implementa- 
tion of principles of full equality of rights, respect for national indepen- 
dence and sovereignty, noninterference in internal affairs and renunciation 
of force and threats of force in relations among states. 


"The new realities, the new requirements which result from the e+ ansion of 
the world revolutionary process, from the extreme diversity of (‘ce wavs in 
which it is manifested, from the radical modifications which the ool itical 
map of the world is undergoing, all prove that an absolutely necessary con- 
dition for the realization by the communist parties,bv the communist and wort- 
ers movement in general, of the historic mission of the revolutionary trans- 
formation of society, the uniting of all progressive anti-imperialist forces 
is the full affirmation of the new tvpe of unitv, the enrichment of the con- 
cept of international solidarity and its adaptation to the realities to to- 
day's world. As Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu stressed: “We view the concent of 
international solidarity in the context of the immense revolutionary changes 
which are produced in the world, so that it encompasses both the unity of the 
socialist countries, of the communist and workers narties, and of the working 
class and the support cf the national liberation movements, the struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism and neocolontalism, apainst underdevelon- 
ment, for the establishment of a new international economic order, the achieve- 
ment of disarmament and the strurgle for the resnectine of the right of each 
people to be master of its fate.’ 





"There has existed in the past and, unfortunately, there i« still heine mant- 
fested here and there an erroneous understanding of the relationshio between 
general and particular, between national and intemational, a tendency toward 
the mechanical cownterposinge of these two aspects of social dvnanics, their 
artificial hierarchization, attitudes of suspicion in regard to the affirma- 
tion of the autonomy acd responsibility of each party in workine out and im 
plementing its political line, which results from the senlication of eeneral 
truths of revolutionary theory to particular national situations and snecific 
conditions of the contemporary period. 


“However, the essence of the new type of umity resides, first of all, in an 
wmderstanding of the profoundly dialectical relationshins between veneral 

and particular, between national and international, in the unconditional re- 
cognition of the objective fact that the communiet and workers parties carrv 
on their activity in a great diversity of situations determined bv historical, 











social and national peculiarities, which differ from one country to another, 
from one stare to another and, as a result, the unitw of the communist and 
workers parties cannot be a so-called monolithic unity, but a unity in di- 
versity. From this evolves, in the second place, not only the right dut al- 
so the obligation of cach party to creatively applw the theory of scientific 
socialism to concrete realities, to find the methods most suited to the de- 
mands of the revolutionary struggle, to the innovative transformation of so- 
ciety to make an original contribution to revolutionary theory and prectice. 
Guided by the fundamental ideas of the great thinkers and rev<!vutionartes, 
Marx, Engels and Lenin. and studying the works of other eminent thinkers pro- 
duced by the revolutionary movement of the proletariat, the RCP is treating 
the theory of scientific socialism and of dialectical and historical material- 
ism in an innovative, antidogmatic militant spirit, persistently stressing 
that Marxist theory is not a closed system, a collection of intangible pre- 
cepts and canons, but an authentically revolutionary and authentically scien- 
tific outlook which is continually being developed as a result of the ach*teve~ 
ments of science and of human knowledge, continually confronting its theses 
and conclusions with the teachings of history and reality. 


“Based on such a view of revolutionary theory and practice, the new type of 
unity necessitates the strict respecting of the right of each party and 
state to establish, autonomousl», its political line and its revolutionary 
tactics and strategy, without any outside interference, as well as the res- 
pecting of relations among parties based on full equality, esteem and autual 
respect. 


"These are not merely premises of unity, as has been stated in some works pub- 
lished abroad, but the very essence of the establishment and the full affir- 
mation of the new type of unity. Such a unity excludes the idea of any cen- 
ter under any form in which it might manifest iteelf and excludes the exist- 
ence of any leading force or of any hierarchy in the communist and workers 
movement and the idea that someone can be the possessor of ultimate truths. 

It presupposes joint efforts, efforts of solidarity, permeated by the interna- 
tionalist spirit, of fraternal parties equal in rights, in the struggle for 
common goals and ideals. 


“Our party has pointed out more than once that the free confrontation of opin- 
fons on current problems of theory and policy, a confrontation carried on in 
an atmosphere of complete mutua’ respect, represents an imperative for the 
innovative treatment of revolutionary theory, a method whose application is 
essential so that Marxist theorv can give adequate scientific responses to 
some burning issues of our times and interpret the meanin? of the extremely 
complex and contradictory processes which characterize this period. 


"As we know, many discussions have taken olace and are taking place in the 
communist and workers movement in connection with eurocommuntem. The position 
which our party has adopted in regard to these discussions is known; it is 
inspired by the concepts of the principles and essence of the new tyne of 
unity. Setting aside the term itself, which ts not free from ambieuity, the 
RCP has stressed the agreement which the partv has with the efforts of some 
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parties in devel »ped capitalist cowrri to work out, autonomously, 4 
strategic and tactical outlook in acccr: aco with the historic and national 
realities tn the respective countries, with a view to the achtevement of 
structural democ:atic transformations and advancement toward soctalian. 

Of course, different opinions in regard to the cositions of these parties 
can be expressed and are being expressed in the comiumist movement, but the 
existence of such opinions should nor, in any case, tustifv labels or court 
cases, ‘ust as the evaluation of theses or solutions, formulated bv the par- 
ties mentioned, ‘n the spirit of narrow concepts of the single rodel for 
moving from capitalism tc scciclism is not ‘ustiftied. All these thines do 
not rule out but presuppose, in our opfnton, the obtective examination bv 
fratermmal parties in capitalist countries of the achievements and expertences 
of the parties in coumtries in which the socialist transformation of society 
has been achieved. The imevitable diversity of political tactic and strate- 
gies should not lead to the counterposition of some parties to others, to 
the denial of experiences and methods verified in practice, or to the ab- 
solutizing of new concepts or solutions formulated under certain specific 
conditions. 


"“Concemed with the development of the solidarity of the communist and workers 
parties, with the complete implementation of the principle of unitv, ve are 
also aware of the need, confirmed bv life, to intensify collaboration amone 
the communtet parties, or the one hand, and amone the sociall!St®and soctal 
democratic parties, on the other hand, both on the natienal leveland on the 
international level. The complexity of the problems which can aprear and 
which are appearing on the path of collaboration in one country or another, 

in one field or another, and the existing differences of an ideological na 
ture should not, in the conviciton of our oartv, affect the cerseverent efforts 
of the communist parties in the direction of achteving and developing thie 
collaboration. 


“an important factor for conteroorary social rrogress is a relationship of 
solidarity with national liberation movements, with government ocarties tn 

the developing countries, in the nonalined countries, and with other democratic 
parties and currents. Our party places this broad international collabora- 
tion in the context of the ob'tective necessity of uniting the energies of all 
forces which are in favor of soctal progress anc narttenal independence and 
sovereignty and against imperialiem and underdevelopment, against vestiges 

of colonialiem and neocolonialism and against tencencies to divice the world 
into spheres of influence. 


“History demonstrates convincingly that the victory of a revoluttonary strateev 
on the national level and on the international level is inseparelly tied te 

the achievement and the tempering of the unity of the forces involved in the 
struggle. Therefore, the new type af unity, one of whose foremoert promoters 

is our party, represents the most precious politica. value of the revoluttonarv 
forces of contemporary life, liavine as its backbone the internatienal communist 
and workers movement.” 


Constantin Vlad, director of the Institute of Poll*tical Sctences and the Study 
of the Nattonal Problem, eave the renvort entitied “The peltev of the femantan 
Communist Party to strenethen the unity, co iaboration and soltdortty of all 








the socialist countries, the communi«t and workers oartties and all the anvti- 
impertalist forces in the struggle for the revolutionary transformation o/ 
society and for peace and social vcrogress,” referring to the qualitative ele- 
ments which define the policy of the RCP and of socialist Romanta. This active 
policy of the Romanian Commumist Part and of Romania, the author noted, is 
being carried owt not only in the deve.opment of the bilateral and multilat- 
eral relations of our party and state, but, at the same time, is able to ex- 
ercise and exercise effectively a positive influence on the development, col- 
laboration, wmity and solidarity between the socialist countries, between the 
communist and workers parties and between all the anti-impertalist forces. 


We know the anxiety caused our party by ageravation of the differences among 
some of the socialist coumtries in recent sonths, conflicts brought by these 
differences in southeastern Asia. The clear, firm, fully committed and in no 
way neutralposition taken by our party toward these conflicts has been a sub- 
@tantial contribution to overcoming this particularly difficult and dangerous 
m@ior in the relations between some communist parties and socialist cowtries, 
ot tae same time, having special significance for the long-range evolution of 
relations between the communist and workers voarties and the socialist countries. 
Among these is the firm, open and consistent situation not favoring one or the 
other of the parties involved in the conflict but onthe side of the sacred prin- 
ciples of independence and sovereignty and of solving the problems which have 
appeared by political means between the sides concerned and retecting any form 
of wwarrented interference in the internal affairs of certain socialist states 
which in no way and under no circumstance may be motivated; also, there is the 
reaffirmation of the convict‘on that .ve use of force and threatening with 
force cannot solve any kinds of oroblems but merely can complicate and «ggra- 
vate them, representing a seriows danger to peace in the zone as well as peace 
in the world. Also, there is great principled and political importance in 

the analysis of the causes leading to the maintenance of differences between 
some of the communist and workers parties and between some of the socialist 
countries and the means for overcoming them. Our party again has expressed 
its firm conviction with the value of a scientific, ideological and volitical 
creed that socialiem by nature is a stranger to conflicts, antagoniem, wars 
between the countries in which it has been victorious But the road toward 
this status, which is the road toward the new kind of unity,aust overcone 

the obstacles created by the problems inherited from the past or which have ap- 
peared under the conditions of socialism. Failure to solve these problems 

by the means and ways belonging to this quality of socialism and failure to 
respect the principles resulting from thi« quality and violation of them do 
not lead to overcoming of the differences but to maintaining and aggravating 
them and even to the degeneration of them into military conflicts. 


Finally, third, I can only mention in closing the broad stenificance which 
the Romanian Communist Party pives co the category of international solidari- 
ty, which refers to the militant cooperation with all progressive, derocratic 
and anti-inmperialiet forces. In a world whose total problems seem to be grow 
ing and multiplving as we discover the limits inherent in the world, there 
are more and more problems involving the working class, other classes and 
social categories, progressives, many and diverse grouns and parties, politi- 
cal or professional organizations where the particular classes and groups are 
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organized. Un .r these conditions, the Woranian Communis: Partv'’s view 

on the content cf international solidarity {s the condition for its open- 
ings at the leve! of the broadest possible collaboration with some of the 
most diverse forces whose actions contribute to counteracting the backward 
tendencies which continue to be demonscrated and to strenethenine the posi- 
tions of the advanced forces which are coming out for a more just and more 
secure world and for progress. 


In closing the work of the session, the varticipants sent Comrade Nicolae 
Ceausescu a telegram in which thev express their recognition and deep horare 
to the beloved leader of our party and our oeople, with whose consistently 
revolutionary, patriotic and internationalist activity are linked pages of 
the glorious tradition of the struggle of the working ciass and the Communist 
Party and the historic achievements of our veople gained in building the new 
society and affirmation of Romania as an active and constructive factor in 
the international arena. 
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COMINTEHN CRITICISM OF STRUGCL.Z AGAINST FASCISM RECALLED 
Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 17 Jun 79 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Dr Ion Spalateanu: "Fearless, in the Forefront of the Struggle 
Against Fascism and for the Defense of Fundamental National Interests" ] 


[Text] With the forthcoming glorious celebration during this summer of the 
35th anniversary of the country's liberation from fascist domination, it 
is natural for us to recall the ruch traditions of the struggle against 
fascism carried out by the Romanian people under the leadership of its 
communist party. Actually, the armed national insurrectiva in August 1944, 
after which the fascist dictatorship was overthrown and Romania committed 
its entire human and material potential to the struggle for the defeat of 
Nazi Germany, represented a continuation and a crowning moment of the 
struggle against reaction and fascism as carried out by the patriotic and 
progressive forces of Romanian society from long before the beginning of 
the second world war. 


The history of the this struggle, whose standard and leader was the 
Romanian Communist Party, clearly demonstrates t:he political far-sightedness 
of the party, the heroism and its revolutionary sacrifices and, above all, 
the boundless devotion to the fundamental national interests and the 
decisiveness and consistency with which these interests were defended 

when faced with "the most ferocious enemy of the nation," as fascism was 
correctly characterized in a document of the time. 


"Fascism - A Element Foreign to the Romanian Spirit and Sensibilities" 


As ‘s known, the years that followed the first world war marked the rise 

of fascism to power in Hungary (1920), Italy (1922), Bulgaria (1923) and 
later in Germany 91933) and other countries. This fact had negative 
consequences for both those people and other people and rej»resented an 
encouragement for the ultrareactionary forces enerywhere, creating a grave 
danger for the peoples’ freedom and for world peace and security. In 

this context, tendencies were also more clearly expressed in Romania by the 
reactionary top levels of the bourgeoisie and landowners by encouraging 

the fascist groups. The most negative result of the activities of the 
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domestic and foreign reactionary groups was the creation of the fascist 
type terrorist organization, the “Iron Guard," which became an agency of 
Nazi Germany in our country and led a profoundly anti-national, anti- 
popular, anti-worker and anti-communist policy, bolding working for the 
submission of our country to Hitlerist Germany. The "Iron Guard" sought 

to build .ts road to power by combining with its activities acts of 
terrorism and individual and mass assassinations of the likes never before 
known in the social-political life of our country. It also had a broad social 
demogogy and cultivated certain of the most retrograde and anti-human 
concepts filled with an obscurantist spirit and an exacerbated nationalism 
to the final degree. 


It is well kncwn that the ideology and actions of the “Iron Guard," that 
were totally opposed to the interests and aspirations of the Romanian 
people and toreign to their psychic and moral nature and their democratic 
and humanist traditions, stirred up a profound rejection and repulsion 
among the broad masses. The people's authentic values were against the 
infection of public opinion by the morbid fascism, incriminating, as the 
writer George Mihail Zamfirescu said, these “borrowed ideologies... which 
will never correspond to the Romanian spirit and sensibilities." 


“The Fundamental Task of the Party - Combat the Poisoned Stench of Fascism" 


In the forefront of the anti-fascist struggle, as an exponent and firm 
defender of the fundamental interests of the people, the Romanian Communist 
Party was consistently there. It is the party's historical merit to have been 
the sole political force that clearly toresaw, right from the first expressions 
of fascism in social-political life, the grave danger that fascism represented 
for democracy, for the values of our national culture and human civilization 
and for the independence, territorial integrity and the national existance 

of Romania itself. The unmasking of the anti-national and anti-popular, 
obscurantist nature of fascism for the purpose of making the broad masses 

of the population aware of the danger represented by fascism and of 
mobilizing and unifying them in the anti-fascist struggle, constituted 

an essential facet of the party's activities that used the most diverse 

means of struggle to this end ~- legal and illegal activities, numerous 
democratic and mass anti-fascist organizations under its influence and the 
revolutionary and democratic press. "Before our party," as it was stressed 

in a party document in August 1936, “stands the urgent task of creating 

a mass political literature that will discuss before the broad popular masses 
all the current daily domestic and foreign problems, counterbalancing the 
poisoning influence of the nationalist, chauvinist-fascist propaganda and 
literature.” It is significant in the broad spread that this activity 
acquired in the fact that just in the period 1933-1938 the communist party 

or under its direct guidance published over 300 journals, with the call 

to the anti-fascist struggle of the party also echoing in numerous 
bourgeois-democratic publications. 








With special clarity, the Romanian Communist Party showed the class essence 


of fascism to be an emanation of the most reactionary circles of the 
bourgeoisie. "The installation of a military-fascist dictatorship in 
Romania," warned the communist party, “would mean a bloody terrorist 
dictatorship of the tip of the capitalists and great landowners against 
the workers, peasants and oppressed nationalities, the elimination of 

all parties, the pursuit of all progressive intellectual elements, the 
prohibition of any type of expression of free thought, Loundless reaction 
and the throwing of Romania into a state of brutality and barbarity." 


The Romanian Communist Party unmasked the policy of the bourgeois parties 
and the different governments of these parties of giving material and 
moral support to the “Iron Guards," a support generated by their hate 
and fear of the revolutionary activities of the working class and the 
progressive forces. When the head of the National Peasants Party, Iuliu 
Maniu, in his double-dealing policy, concluded a non-aggression pact, 
practically an electoral alliance, with the “Iron Guard," the Romanian 
Communist Party immediate took a position, pointing out that, by this 
pact, the National Peasants Party was allying itself "with the most 
rabid enemy of the people” instead of helping "the forces of the people 
against its hangmen.” 


"The Open Agents of Hitlerism in Romania" 


With a special effort, the Romanian Communist Party revealed the 
conspiracy of this legionnaire movement with Hitlerist Germany and its 
massive financial support by the Hitlerist government. 


In the article entitled, "Who Supports the Fascists," published in the 
illegal SCINTEIA of 1 October 1936, it was pointed out that "the fascist 
organizations in Romania need more money to support their troops 
("nests" of legionnaires -- ed.) and to pay for the weapons with which 
they are equipped... Where do these funds come from? ...First of all, 
from Hitler..." 


In emphasizing that the "Iron Guard" was working as an agency of 

fascist Germany and as an instrument serving its expansionist goals 

in this region, the Romanian Communist Party showed the grave threat 
that the activities of the fascist organizations represented for the 
independence and sovereignty of the country. "The fascists," noted a 
document of the Romanian Communist Party's Central Committee in 1935, 
"are the open agents of Hitlerism in Romania... By holding hands with 
Hitlerism and becoming its agents, the Romanian fascists are putting 

the national freedom of the Romanian people itself in danger." By noting 
that the placement of the legionnaire movement at the helm of the country 
would actually mean the complete submission of the country to Nazi 
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Germany, the party warned: “Hitler wants to carry off our grain, oil and 
territory. He wants to place us into slavery... The Romanian Communist 
Party states: the communists will fight with gun in hand in the front 
ranks." And, when the danger of a Hitlerist aggression against Romania had 
become imminent, the Romanian Communist Party called upon the people to 
mobilize “all their shining traditions of struggle" and issued orders 

to its members and sympathizers to report to military units to be ready 

to carry out their duty to the country. 


At the same time, the party revealed the grave danger created by the 
conspiracy between the legionnaire movement and the Hitlerists for the 
territorial integrity of the country. "The Iron Guard chiefs," it was 
pointed out in one of the documents drawn up by the Romanian Communist 
Party toward the end of 1938, “reached an understanding with Hitler for 
the dismemberment of Romania... Hitlerist Germany and Italy is now in- 
citing Hungary against our country. Reactionary Hungary, allied with 
fascist Germany, is working to break Transylvania away trom Romania... 
The defense of the country cannot be carried out without an unwavering 
and relentless struggle against the enemies and against the "“lron Guard." 
In the name of these convictions, the communists were in the front ranks 
of the great protests carried out throughout the country against the odious 
Diktat of Vienna, through which the country was carved up. 


We must mention, in this order of ideas, the negative repercussions that 
the 1940 Comintern Directives had upon the anti-fascist struggle in 
Romania. These Directives, addressed to the Romanian Communist Party, 
instead of appreciating the justice of the struggle against Nazi Germany 
and calling for the intensification of this struggle, criticized the 
Romanian communists for the activities carried out against the aggressive 
policies of Germany and for the position of defending the country's 
national independence. Being in contradiction with the political line of 
the party, the general needs of the entire workers movement and all people 
wanting freedom and the demands of the struggle against fascism and 
Hitlerist aggression, these directives provoked confusion in the party 
and, for a time, slowed its activities, with their negative effects being 
definitively eliminated when events themselves - the direct occupation of 
Romania by Nazi troops and its transformation into a forward position for 
Nazi aggression against the USSR - presented them with the most categorical 
refutation. 


"To the Struggle Against Those Who Want to Delay Progress and Freeze Thinking!” 


With special vigor, the communist party revealed the anti-popular and 
anti-democratic character of the arsenal of legionnaire ideas and actions, 
stressing that behind the slogans circulated with alot of noise about 

the people and country there was hidden scorn for our own people, hate 

for the aspirations of the working masses to be the masters of their own 
fate and fear for the power of the many. The party also unmasked and 
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combatted the irrational and mystical nature of the legionnaire movement, 
the apology for force, the cult of death and the total lack of respect 

for the authentic values of Romanian spirituality, emphasizing that their 
propagators, who were “wanting to stop the wheel of history in its path and 
turn it into the dark and musty swamps of a new Middle Ages, are doing 
everything in their power to distort the truth, delay progress, reduce 
freedoms and freeze thinking." 


In revealing the anti-national, anti-popular and obscurantist essence of 
fascism, the Romanian Communist Party had in mind that the forces of 
the right, as the newspaper CUVINTUL LIBER [Free Speech] wrote in 1936, 
“morally disarm the nation, endanger the spiritual unity and elan™ and 
represented a factor for undermining the Romanian people's ability to 
fight during a period in which there was an immediate need to join to- 
gether into a single movement all the energies for the defense of their 
legitimate national rights. 


Precisely the unification of all the patriotic and democratic forces into 

a broad anti-fascist front was the central objective of the party's 
activities during this period (an aspect which will be the subject of 

the next article in this series). Life was to demonstrate that the unified 
struggle of the anti-fascist forces and the broad popular masses represented 
the factor which delayed for years the rise of ‘ascism to power in our 
country and, later, during the dark years of the military-fascist dictator- 
ship, the factor which ensured the historical victory in that hot August 
three and one-half decades ago. 
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ROMANIA 


EXPOSURE OF GASOLINE THIEVES CONTINUES 
Bucharest FLACARA in Romanian 24 May 79 p 10 


[Article by Valeriu Rimnmiceanu and Ion Chilom. Second Installment; first 
installment published in JPRS 73679, 13 June 1979, TRANSLATIONS ON EASTERN 
EUROPE: POLITICAL, SOCIOLOGICAL, MILITARY AFFAIRS, No 1690, 1979, pp 112-115] 


[Text] About two days after we published the first article about "gasoline 
thieves" we received a telephone call from an old acquiantance. “I read 
FLACARA and I understood why my car sometimes stalls or runs-on after I 

switch off the ignition. It was just normal; how else would it run with 
neophaline and “petrosin"™ mixed in with the gasoline! We have something else 
to ask: Can you take another problem off my mind? I am talking about gas 
mileage. I do not know what is happening. I went to mechanics and specialists, 
but they do not know. My car goes through periods when it inexplicably 

uses too much gasoline. Is there perhaps..." 





We promised him that we would give him an answer in the second article on 
this subject. And... here it is. Yes, “the gasoline thieves" were also 
cheating the buyers by selling them smaller amounts of fuel than that which 
they paid for. How? By modifying the gas pump meters so that they would 
register 150-450 ml of fuel short for every 10 liters sold. Out of curiosity 
to see how much profit these cheats could make from this operation, let us 
do a little figuring. During the eight hours of operation daily, the 

seller sells approximately 4,00-5,000 liters of gasoline. If we figure that 
the average amount obtained by modifying the meter is 250 ml per ten 

liters, we get 100-125 liters stolen each day. By multiplying 100 by 

4.5 lei, we find that such a scam, just on the amount sold, brings in 

450 lei! We repeat: just by using this procedure and this is just an average! 


Certainly, the gas station managers could not arrange by themselves for the 
pumps to give less gasoline than the amount shown on the meter. In order to 
do this, the seal on the metering device has to be broken, a seal that was 
put on with a special tool by a standards specialist. A special tool of this 
type is also kept by the mechanics and electricians at the maintenance 
enterprises belonging to the PECO [Centrals for the Sale of Petroleum 
Products] Enterprise. The conclusion: either the standards specialists, 
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the mechanics or the electricians in the enterprise's workshops took part 
in this operation. The guilty managers succeeded in corrupting one or the 
other. Without a doubt, it was easier for these managers, since, at the 
same time, they were already corrupt and, as we have seen, were already 
working on modifying the meters and the gasoline pump counters. 


Through these types of operations, the managers Nina Berejeanu and Maria 
Balacciu at the “Maria Rosetti" PECO station came up with over 100 extra 
liters of gasoline daily for a period of three years. The same holds true 
for manager Florian Tintarescu of the "Dorobanti" PECO station. Similarly, 
with the help of mechanic Radu Tudor, cheaters Mihai Cenan and Stelica 
Cojocaru succeeded in stealing, just by modifying the meters at the 
"“Caporal Ruica™ PECO station, over 16,C00 liters of gasoline valued at 
72,000 lei. 


The maintenance mechanics who were involved in the altering of the pumps 
were making truly fabulous sums of money. In addition to lordan and Tudor, 
Daniel Popa was one of the most active “masters.” He deprived the Bucharest 
PECO Enterprise of approximately one-half million lei by modifying the 

gas pump meters at the Dorobanti, Pipera, Chilita and Baneasa II stations, 
for a total of 93,000 liters of gasoline. During the period 1978-1979, this 
same Popa received 40,000 lei from just eight station managers. Out of fear 
of being exposed, since the money was coming in in piles, he tried to avoid 
the law by filling out a fictitious donation document whereby his relatives 
supposedly gave him the money, to the tune of 60,000 lei, and by buying 

a car (a Dacia 1300) for himself in his godfather's name. The cupidity of 
this Daniel Popa knew no limits. It got to the point where he was buying 
motor oil from some PECO station managers for five lei per liter (also 
obtained from illegal actions) and later selling it to other stations for 
10 lei per liter! 


Without a doubt, this type of violation, as we as the contamination of 

the gasoline, could have been discovered before the practice spread and 
brought damages if the organs authorized and required to check and examine 
the pumps, that is, the standards office, had correctly carried out their 
duties through all their representatives. Unfortunately, this did not happen 
and many workers were drawn into the fraudulent business carried out by 

the managers involved. Just as the control organs of the Bucharest PECO 
Enterprise had the opportunity to prevent these thefts if it had thought to 
review, from time to time, in an unbiased and serious manner, the correspond- 
ence between the amount of gasoline recorded on certain pumps and the 

amount actually delivered... 


As we have already shown, in the vast majority of the enterprises and 


institutes in our country public property is protected with reverence, with 
the workers collectives, headed by communists, making sustained efforts 
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to reduce the consumption of energy and to judiciously manage those goods 
entrusted to them. There still are, however, exceptions. The lack of a 

strict control, superficiality and a “ho-hum” attitude on the part of some 
persons lead to damages to socialist property. In the investigations carried 
out in connection wit the "gasoline thieves," the militia found that the 
vast majority of the guilty managers made significant profits from the 
gasoline coupons issued by socialist units. By buying these coupons for 

two lei per Liter, Stelica Cocjocaru and Mihai Cenan acquired for their 
personal use 40,000 liters of gasoline, totalling 180.000 lei. Equally large 
sums of money were clso made from using these coupons by managers Florea 
Popescu, Tita Dirjan, lon Stancescu, Nina berejeanu, Maria Balucci, Gheorghe 
Chitoran and others. We wonder: where did these drivers get coupons for 
hundreds and hundreds of liters of gasoline that could be sold for two lei 
per liter and even less? If the source of these excesses represents potential 
Savings. then that means that the consumption norms in these units are not 
carefully established, a fact which permits drawing off gasoline from the 
enterprises’ stocks by money-hungry drivers. If these coupons were stolen, 
the situation is just as grave, indicating in these cases an inappropriate 
management of property, poor accounting records and so forth. 


We brought up the problem of gasoline coupons here to point out to those 
who are sensitive to tiese problems the need to urgently eliminate any 
opportunity to harm public property and to strengthen order and discipline 
in the management of precerty, especially those involving energy that are 
sc important and valuzbi. for our national economy. 


Gasoline is also being stolen from socialist units by another method, The 
standard of Living in our country has increased considerably and one of the 
indicators of this increase is the number of owners of private cars. The 
owners of these cars also work somewhere: in an enterprice, in an institute, 
at a work elite... And, as you know, there are those who are always ready to 
fill-up on gasoline for free or nearly free! And, we must say it, there are 
still some u:..ts where the pumps are open, where you can fill-up on 
"horsepower." 


At the end of April, the General inspectorate of the Militia together with 
the Constanta County Militia took action to uncover those owners of private 
vehicles who were “procuring” their gasoline from the enterprises where they 
worked. This action involved treating the gasoline in three large units in 
Constanta County with a chemical substance which would permit identifying 
this gasoline by using a special type of paper. Naturally, this operation 
was carried out in secret and from the date the gasoline was created until 
the check was made several days passed. What were the results? 


First of all, let us note that there were no employees at the Port of 


Constanta and the Palas rail switching yard who were drawing gasoline for 
use in their private vehicles. in other words, good marks for these units. 
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At the 1.U.G.C. Basarabi, things were a little different. Accompanied by 

the enterprise's technical director, the militia checked 26 vehicles 
belonging to employees at the I.U.C.C.. And... in .5 of these vehicles 

the treated gasoline was found in the gas tanks. Fifteen of 26 represents 

a@ percentage which says alot about the manner in which public property 

is managed and protected at the 1.U.C.C. Basarabi. Eleven of the 15 

admitted that chey had “procured™ the fuel from different vehicles belonging 
to the enterprise. lon Lolea, a technician, took 20 liters from a driver named 
Nita; Simion Cristian, a driver, got 10 liters from another driver; Aurel Duca, 
a mechanic, got the gasoline from the chief of a tractor column; Nicolae 
Popescu, a master mechanic, from Ion Toma, another driver; Tache got his from 
Bucur’ Stanca from.... 


Four of those caught with gasoline stolen from the enterprises in their gas 
tanks - engineer Aurel Rosca, master mechanic Nicolae Virsan, mechanic 

Simion Moise and driver Dumitru Mircea - refused (even when faced with 
incontestable data) to admit that they had used gasoline from the units. 

"I do not know how this gasoline got into my car's gas tank,” stated Rosca 
innocently. “Somebody put it there..." What level of awareness and what kind 
of moral values does this engineer have after stealing gasoline from the 
state when he does not have the courage to answer, shamelessly lying about it? 


This new and very useful experiment, which will be also used in other counties, 
demonstrates that gasoline (because that is the subject of this article) 

is also being stolen in this manner, just as it shows us that theft is 
possible only where there are irregularities and where responsibility and 
professional care are lacking. 


In order to eliminate in as short a time as is possible these acts against 
public property it is necessary for the responsible organs, management and 
the workers collectives to move without delay toward an energetic attitude 
against waste, unauthorized use of any type and against all those who do 
not do their duty in strictly protecting socialist property: 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


BELGRADE LCY SECRETARY BUTULIJA INTERVIEWED 


ong ey NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1477, 29 Apr 79 
pp 12-1 


ore Nad Ratko Butulija, Belgrade LCY City Secretary: "The True State of 
Affairs" 


[Text] The action being taken by the Belgrade ICY, the 
most urgent “major” and “minor” political topics impor- 
tant to the life of the city, housing construction, in- 
vestments, supply, young people, the university, and cul- 
ture--these were the topics in our conversation with 
Ratko Butulija, secretary of the Belgrade LCY City Com 
mittee, who was "Our Guest,” as we have come to call this 
feature in our magazine. We give below the authorized 
text of our guest's answers to the questions which vere 
put to him. 


The overall activity in the Belgrade LCY organization, whether we are talk- 
ing about attaining the necessary ideological level, the fight for economic 
stabilization, housing construction, social self-protection and nationwide 
defense, personnel policy, or action toward socialization in certain domains 
of culture and information, has been instituted in such a way as to express 
as fully as possible the positions and policy of the llth LCY Congress and 
the Eighth Congress of the League of Communists of Serbia. In some of these 
activities the rerults have been notable, while in others they are still in- 
adequate. The effort should be taken to the very heart of everyday life and 
should be initiated by party members and working people through self-managed 
bodies and organizations. Comrade Tito is constantly advising us that our 
current efforts should be practical and we should implementing what has been 
declared. 


Political Initiatives 
There is every indication that it is precisely through action related to 


specific issues that a social awareness first matures concerning ways of 
dissolving them effectively. As a matter of fact we have good reason to 


114 





declare that in the past that avareness has mainly arisen out of practice 
itself and come up from the very roots, out of drive initiated by party men- 
bers and the organizations and organs of the League of Communists. It has 
arisen, then, at the very base of our society. So, when we discuss current 
political initiatives and efforts of the League of Communists in Belgrade, 
the essence of the matter is that political life is developing mainly in or- 
ganizations of associated labor and in local communities--there where things 
are being created and life is being lived. This is indeed the kind of po- 
litical life that is inherent in the very nature of self-management resolu- 
tion of the problems of business operation, development, the sharing of in- 
come, resolution of housing problems, distribution and the like. Nor can an 
effective political drive be conducted in local communities if it skirts the 
principal issues which can be resolved effectively only in the local commu- 
nity, issues like housing, supply, child welfare and the like. 


For example, at the present time, when the problems of vocational education 
are arising with the full force of their relevance and of unresolved dilem 
mas and when they objectively spring up at the center of interest of the 
working people, especially parents and students, then the LCY cannot stand 
aloof from that. 


But let us take the problems of supply in Belgrade. Why are we now putting 
these matters at the center of political efforts? Because they have become 
one of the most urgent problems in our city’s life, touching upon the vital 
interest of every man and every organization of associated labor. 


The same is the case with the problems of housing construction and distribu- 
tion, for example. 


But we are not raising these issues in order to remove the locus of deci- 
sionmaking concerning them to the party or the Socialist Alliance, nor so 
that we might replace the self-management organism and other entities, but 
precisely so as to lay the foundation for self-management decisionmaking. 
Political life should develop in a natural way concerning these issues 
through the effort of the League of Communists and other subjective enti- 
ties, and questions which will furnish internal strength to the self-manage- 
ment effort should be raised and clarified in ideological terms. This kind 
of self-management political life in organizations of associated labor and 
in local communities is the basis of political life in the opstina and the 
city and also in society conceived more broadly. With this kind of approach 
we come closer to clarifying the very nature of politics in a self-managed 
society, by contrast with the bourgeois and bureaucratic conceptions, which 
give politics some sort of separate and superior position from which the so- 
called petty concerns in the life and work of the working people and citi- 
zens are suspended. At the base of society, in organizations of associated 
labor and local communities, politics and self-management are being ex- 
pressed in the same terms and are merging. 
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The most important thing for us now is to overcome a certain duality in po- 
litical life, thal is, cases in which the sociopolitical activity of the 
subjective forces, the League of Communists, the Socialist Alliance, the 
trade unions and others, represent one stream, while the processes of self- 
management decisionmaking, the work of delegations and delegates, and I 
would go so far as to say that the reason is inertia and ingrained habits. 
So, it is essential to see that all the wealth and diversity of self-manage- 
ment political life, which is manifested as an internal need and attribute 
of organizations of associated labor, be initiated, conveyed and fully ex- 
pressed through the delegate system and decisionmaking. 


Consensus 


Conclusion of self-management accords is in the very nature of our socioeco- 
nomic and political system and lies at the foundations of its functioning. 


We must therefore direct more decisive practical steps in all domains so 
that organizations of the League of Communists turn more essentially in the 
content and forms of their effort toward the flows of self-management deci- 
sionmaking and conclusion of accords. Without the League of Communists and 
the other subjective forces, without the Socialist Alliance, which puts ef- 
forts on a broad basis and raliies the working people and citizens, it is 
impossible *o ensure adherence to principle in the conclusion of accords on 
an equal footing and especially the presence of the broader community and 
general public interest. Unless all the socialist forces participate in an 
organized way, technocratic monopolies will grow stronger, there will be 
libernzlistic behavior and things like that. This is in fact what we are 
confronting now in practice. The degree of success of the sociopolitical 
commitment of the League of Communists and the other subjective forces is 
measured by the extent and manner of changes accomplished in self-management 
practice, by the amount of progress made in the conclusion of self-manage- 
ment accords, by the amount of socialist content, responsibility of all par- 
ticipants, etc., which they embody, and not only by how effectively debates 
are waged within the League of Communists itself. Wherever the accords and 
compacts are not respected, the effort of basic organizations of the League 
of Compunists is not effective in those places either. In Belgrade at the 
present time we are emphasizing the question of responsibility in the en- 
forcement of accords and compacts both in our political-ideological effort 
and also through self-management and government bodies. 





This is in fact the answer to the question of why in party life we very of- 
ten have a good discussion, good resolutions, vut we are ineffective in car- 
rying them out. In other words, every debate in an organization of the LCY 
must be directly related to an effort to resolve the issues that are in- 
volved. This is now the essentiai question in improving the methods of 


party work. 


We must turn entirely toward the organized activity of the LCY within the 
Socialist Alliance, the trade unions and other sociopolitical organizations 
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in raising the vital issues of all the interested working people and in com 
mitment to those issues. that becis we must carry the po: itions estab- 
lished in the realm of political ideclory into the delegations and bodies of 
delegates, since this is what is most essential to the method of the LLY's 
activity within the delegate mechanism. That is our goal in Belgrade in our 
endeavor--which his already shown appreciable results--to strengthen the 
content of sections of the Socialist Alliance and then the role and content 
of the activity of delegations, social councils, delegate assemblies, and so 
on. There is ever stronger avarenes * the direct responsibility of the 
LOY organization for the content of that activity. The work method of basic 
organizations of the LCY and the work method of ops ina LLY conferences and 
the City LCY Conference and their committees, as political-executive bodies, 
must be adapted to that position and that responsibility. They should be 
more responsive, should raise specific issues more pager “yew and dynami- 
cally, and shoul’ further and guarantee implementation of the policy estab- 
lished. The most essential thing now is for us to sake the League of Commu- 
nists more capable of action in every milieu, so that party organizations 
are more militant and do not resign themselves to the status quo. We must 
build up the confidence of people who are standing up for principle and get- 
ting things going, but in some places there are cases when it is they who 
are suffering. This is something we must prevent at all costs. it is 
therefore extremely important for us to strengthen the position of the basic 
organization of the LCY within basic organizations of associated labor and 
make it more competent. It is strange, and to the party unacceptable, to 
see caces involving a certain opportunism, which happen at some times and in 
some places, involving people who look upon the ideological-political effort 
of the League of Communists as observers, who take a bourgeois attitude of 
waiting to see what will happen, to see whether the effort will die out, to 
see what is changing, where the emphasis is being put, and so on--alvways 
waiting for their predictions and none other to be realized 
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The key task for today and the immediate future is to reestablish economic 
and political stability everywhere and to constantly build and strengthen 
unity concerning these and other issue within the League of Communists and 
throughout society. This should be everyone’ s point of departure, and every- 
one should see that this kind of orientation is achieved in every milicu. 

We should also keep this in mind when we are confronted by specific invest- 
ment projects which must be kept within the limits of real income and when 

we must resolve important problems in distribution, and indeed when we face 
all the other questions that arise in economic activity and in the effort to 
increase income. We must prepare ourselves and organize ourselves better for 
still more difficult and problematical business conditions. We taiked about 
this at a recent meeting of the city committee and scheduled talks in ali 
party organizations. _ economic measures which are taking effect are sup- 
posed to ensure more consistent implementation of the policy that has been 
established. They are now more rigorous because until quite recently we have 
been rather slack and indecisive. Stability assumes its full strength if it 
is achieved within the collectives of associated labor themselves and among 
them concerning those issues in operation and business relations which are 








an everyday and long-term concern of the workers. It is especially impor- 
tant to find more effective sviutions for investment policy and for the sys- 
tem of expanded reproduction. This is where there are the greatest short- 
comings, since the system itself is weakest here. The future nature of re- 
lations in the sharing of income and other relations in organizetions of as- 
sociated labor depend on what happens at the beginning: for example, the 
kind of financial package that is devised for some capital investment proj- 
ect. This is the wellspring of subsequent problems concerning sales, 
prices, inventories, losses, and so on. That is why ve have a compact con- 
cerning investment criteria in Belgrade. Priority is given to such invest- 
ment projects as those at the Precision Metal-Machining Industry and 21 Maj 
ip makovica since the development of the motor, tractor and automotive in- 
dustry, and therefore creation of income on a broader social scaie, depends 
on them. Emphasis is also being put on the development of the heavy chemi- 
cal industry at Prva Iskra, since many manufacturing facilities we already 
have depend on that. 


Clearer Responsibility 


The framework we have in common and the direction of effective solutions in 
the planning and accomplishment of socioeconomic development this year and 
in coming years is joint income, and it is precisely in that domain that 
there has been a lag. VWeither are the necessary efforts being made, nor is 
there broadly organized public activity to stimulate the self-management 
pooling of labor on the basis of shared income. These processes cannot be 
successfully furthered if tuey are reduced only to individual attempts, un- 
less this is an effort with a broad footing, unless this is the point of de- 
parture in the banks and in the measures of sociopolitical communities, un- 
less these processes are subject to an economic necessity. During this very 
year we must accomplish a turnaround in this regard. Wo longer are these 
matters of principle concerning the system, but a specific condition for 
successful business operation this year and next. For example, in Belgrade 
it is now very important in housing construction to enhance responsibility 
in meeting the established construction deadlines. Responsibility should be 
manifested above all in material form, i.e., we must see that every overrun 
results in smaller income for those doing the work. Now we should build a 
mechanism which will make that possible in a direct way. Every other re- 
sponsibility will also be made clearer thereby. 


In our future activities we must be more emphatic than we are now, and ve 
must take as our point of departure that specialized work, science, culture 
and creativity are in general extremely important factors of socialist con 
sciousness and action. That is, we need to initiate and facilitate still 
more the prosperity of all (/orms of creativity and take greater advantage of 
the opportunities which the self-management system offers us in this regard. 
By acting within the self-management system and in a direct alliance vith 
all parts of associated labor culture will, for example, essentially 
strengthen and enrich self-management socialist consciousness and practice. 
Should it develop outside that context, concerned with some refinement of 


118 











its own, withdrawn into itself and detached from other values and domains of 
the work of society, this will even nurture liberalistic voluntarism in cul- 
tural policy and will strengthen tendencies toward monopoly and the super- 
seded role of a cultural elite, and these will then lead inevitably to tra- 
ditionalism, nationalism and similar phenomena which are opposed to self- 
management. 


When these activities are socialized, they do not lose their creative iden- 
tity and creative strength. They become only richer thereby. Socialization 
is not some external ideological and political demand. It is a requirement 
for a fuller life of culture itself. Everything that has been created must 
rely in part on the work of others, must come about and develop on the foun- 
dations, ideas and realizations that are part of past human experience and 
which at the same time have an effect on people's spirit and on the time in 
which works of art are born and live. So, in real life there are objective 
interdependencies and influences. Why, then, not admit this, why not give 
them an organized and self-managed character? In our context this means de- 
veloping the work of self-managed special-interest communities, program com- 
mittees and social councils, sections of the Socialist Alliance and all 
forms which bring creativity into a bond with people's lives and work in the 
self-management context. 


Democratization as a Condition 


This linkup constitutes an act of broadening rather than contracting the 
space of freedom. But that freedom can be attained only through the medium 
of social reality, in its self-management flows. Anyone who through, say, 
his work in the theater or some other work attempts to discredit self-manage- 
ment is actually attacking freedom, and theiefore he is not free to appeal 
to freedom. Fleeing to the periphery of public life, to those less con- 
spicuous places which exist in every society, but certainly to the smallest 
extent in ours, just like preoccupation with this problem as the focal prob- 
lem and so to speak the only public problem, is only the other side of that 
resistance and conflict with our reality, with freedom and with relations in 
freedom. Such things are still to be found in some places in Belgrade. 
Party organizations, prog.’am committees and other entities must pay atten- 
tion to them first of al] in their own community, must themselves take re- 
sponsibility for the orientation and policy conducted in the theater, in the 
publishing house, the film company, and so on. This means that they must 
debate these issues on an ongoing basis and not only when errors occur in 
ideology and policy. That will eliminate the errors as well. 


The nature of the tasks we now confront, which were set forth at the llth 
congress, is such that it presupposes a broad-based effort. Socialist self- 
management has acquired such an enormous strength and attractiveness because 
it makes it possible for the masses to show initiative and be creative. 

That kind of broad effort and mobilization not only of party members, but 
indeed of all the working people and citizens through the Socialist Alliance 
and trade unions are impossible to accomplish unless we see that democratic 
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relations strike stil _ deeper down in the League of Communists and society 
as a whole. Democratization, then, imposes itself as a necessity, as a con- 
dition for action, and not as some derived and purely political demand. 
Democratization of relations in the League of Communists is also necessary 
because of the need to constantly strengthen unity in the League of Commu- 
nists, in order to close up ranks and because we all need to put our shoul- 
ders to the wheel in implementing the policy that has been declared. It is 
another matter that quite a few bourgeois notions of democratization still 
persist: to the effect that it softens and dilutes action, to the effect 
that it is indefinite and abstract and contributes to irresponsibility. 
These are only distorted ideas of democracy. 


Even now there are now formal restrictions whatever which hamper us from 
achieving in everyday practice that which constitutes the essence and spirit 
of Tito's initiative concerning collective work. This initiative is being 
Supported so powerfully because it expands the area for abilities, for devo- 
tion to principle, for comradeship and for other demonstrated human and com 
munist virtues. It will contribute to constructive criticism and will make 
self-criticism more evident. Collective work concentrates people's efforts 
on creating and developing their own abilities and contributions rather than 
on personal craftiness and bureaucratic resourcefulness. 


Soon there will be 200,000 members of the League of Communists in Belgrade. 
The large-scale enrollment of young workers has in recent years been an ex- 
pression of confidence in the party and of identification with its efforts. 
Nevertheless, we must pay much more attention to enrollment. It is above 
all a case of the need to respect the criteria which have been established 
more consistently. The situation is not the same everywhere. Whereas in 
spite of the drive we are conducting in large worker collectives an insuf- 
ficient number of workers are being enrolled, since the workers themselves 
impose stricter criteria, in some places (schools, universities, institu- 
tions) enrollment may not even be taken seriously. We cannot take the posi- 
tion that enrollment should be reduced in certain places, but that the es- 
tablished criteria can and should be consistently respected everywhere. 


TOUS 
csc: 2800 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


KOSOVO PARTY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES NEW MEMBERSHIP DATA 
Belgrade KOMUNIST in Serbo-Croatian 1 Jun 79 pp 8-9 


[Excerpts] Sefedin Batali, member of the Presidium of the LC of Kosovo 
Province and president of its commission for LC development and organization, 
and cadre policy, said that during last year and the first months of this 
year almost 10,000 new members were accepted into the Kosovo LC and that 
there are now a total of 80,733 members as of the end of March which means 
that the LC is larger than ever before. 


However, the recruitment of new members has not been uniform in all areas. 
This is confirmed by the fact that last year 392 basic LC organizations 
accepted no new members at all. In the course of last year and the first 3 
months of this year 2,121 workers from direct production were accepted 
into the LC, so that there are now 21,399 such workers in the LC or 27 per- 
cent of the total membership. In addition, there are 3,543 engineers and 
technicians in the LC who are directly included in the production process. 
However, this is stili far from the decision on a worker majority in the LC. 
The reasons for this is that the working class in Kosovo is young, and we 
do not have a large number of workers in associated work in general. 


Also during this period 1,414 agricultural producers were accepted into the 
LC, bringing their total to 11,282 or 14 percent of the total membership. 
Considering that 63.4 percent of the population in Kosovo lives in rural 
areas, this is obviously a disproportion which must be overcome. 


Thanks to LC organizational and systemic action the old concept is being 
overcome regarding the acceptance and action of women in the party. 

Of the total number of new members last year 19.41 percent were women. Now 
there are 10,555 or 13 percent of the total. However, an example of 
inadequate action in this regard is the Kosovka textile industry in Pristina 
where 1,100 women work but where only 196 are LC members. 


In regard to young people, they now account for about 40 percent of total 
LC membership and as much as 71.77 percent of the new members last year. 


The basic goal of the new statutes of the LCY, the LC of Serbia, and the LC 
of Kosovo, as well as the statutary decisions of the opstina conferences, 
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is to strengthen the role of the working class and working people in 
decision-making and adaption to the new conditions of development of socialist 
self-management democracy. The LC should unburden itself of unwieldy basic 
organizatiaqns in which individuals have difficulty to be heard and where 
coordination and effectiveness are difficult. The formation of new basic 
organizations has, as a result, begun. During last year and the first 3 
months of this year 973 new basic LC organizations were formed, bringing the 
total at present to 2,890. 


In regard to linking of local conferences in rural and city centers, in LC 
assemblies and aktivs, special attention is now being devoted to the 
formation and operation of action conferences in complex and larger work 
organizations. Of special importance in this is the concept and practice 
of these conferences, not as a higher organ which decides and formulates 
conclusions, but [as bodies] that coordinate, stimulate and initiate action 
as needed. 


CSO: 2800 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


DATA ON LC MEMBERSHIP IN PRISTINA CITY AND OPSTINA 
Pristina RILINDJA in Albanian 2 Jun 79 p 9 


[Excerpts] The city of Pristina has 105,000 inhabitants including 12,665 

LC members. In the villages of Pristina Opstina there are 102,000 persons, 
4,700 of whom are LC members. All these LC members carry out their 
activities through 459 basic LC organizations. In the economy of the area 
there are 175 basic LC organizations with 7,179 LC members, while there 

are 202 basic LC organizations in the non-economic sector with 5,413 LC 
members; as well as 15 basic LC organizations in the local communities in 
the city of Pristina and 67 basic LC organizations in local communities of 
the villages of Pristina Opstina. Last year an average of 1,800 new members 
were admitted to the LC in Pristina Opstina [including the city]. According 
to Daut Jashanice, executive secretary of the Pristina Opstina LC committee, 
in the last 4 years the number of LC members has doubled, the social class 
structure of the party has improved, there is greater worker participation 
in [the LC in] many production organizations, and interest in joining the 
LC has increased. Of all LC members 28 percent are from the ranks of 

direct production. But the participation of agricultural workers is not 

in accord with their structure in the opstina population [as a whole]. The 
number of young people in the LC here has increased greatly; they have 
constituted 70 percent of the new members in the last 3 years. This positive 
tendency is continuing this year, but more youth must be accepted from 

the ranks of direct production. 


At the University of Pristina there are 52 basic LC organizations. Of the 
37 LC action conferences which were recently established in accord with 

the LC statute, 7 are at the University of Pristina, 4 in the Kosovo Mining, 
Metallurgical, Chemical Combine, and 3 in local communities, while others 
were formed in various economic and non-economic sectors. At the same 

time the LC is composed of the following nationalities: 9,751 Albanians, 
5,328 Serbs, 1,353 Montenegrins, 158 Turks, 542 Moslems, 156 Romanies, 

and 77 of other nationalities. 


cSO: 2100 END 
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